Dundee HALF-PENNY

Denis Collins of the Guildry has in his possession a Trade Token called a Dundee Halfpenny. This is its history. However there is a collection of Tokens and Coins of the time in the McManus Gallery, Dundee from which this extract has been taken.

Dundee Wright, J.
No 10 D & H
Obverse: - A horse drawing a cart laden with two bales marked T.R and D.R. respectively. Legend "SIC ITUR AD OPES" with "WRIGHT DES" (Thus we journey to wealth) in the exergue.
Reverse: - Front view of a large building with a pointed pediment, spire and vane. Legend: - **DUNDEE FARTHING ** In the field 1797. In the Exergue, "TRADES HALL".
Edge: - Plain, struck in a collar.
Diesinker, Wyon: manufacturer, Kempson. One cwt. struck. Common. There is a similar token, D & H 40, dated 1796, but the reverse exergue reads in error "TRADES All" and only a few pounds were struck. There is a similar token D & H 41, with the same error, but dated 1797. This is rare.
Comments. Mr James Wright, Junior, designed many of the Scottish tokens, and was himself an ardent token collector. He wrote in introduction to Denton's Virtuoso's Companion, from which it appears that he was a fellow of the Antiquarian Society of Scotland and Perth. He also wrote an introduction to Condor's work, but died before it was  published. Wright was apparently a merchant with a business in Dundee.
The Bales on the cart are labelled in the same way as in the halfpenny piece, No 9, and probably stand for the Tay Ropery and Dundee Ropery respectively. The horse is either on its way to or coming from the flax hackling establishment.
The reverse shows the Dundee Trades Hall, a massive building with a bold front and neat cupola, erected A.D. 1778 on the east side of the High Street; the lower part being shops and offices, while the upper rooms were reserved for numerous trade guilds and incorporated bodies of the town. Dundee was strong in its 'Guildry Incorporation' and the Hall was built at the expense of its "Nine Incorporated Trades." 
Before the erection of this building the trades assembled in the Houff, or burial ground!   

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.
 

