At Dundee the Second day of October one thousand and eight hundred and fifteen years

The Maltmen of and Brewer Trade of Dundee being this day convened in the Old Church of the Burgh, their usual place of Meeting, Mr David Low, their present Deacon and Visitor informed the Trade, that he had received a communication from Mr James Saunders, Clerk to the Commissioners acting under an Act of Parliament – lately obtained, for enlarging and improving the present Harbour of Dundee, which the Deacon read to the meeting and of which the following is a Copy.

“To The Deacon of the Maltmen and Brewers of Dundee

Dundee 30th September 1815

Sir

I am desired by Bailie Anderson and Captain Blair to request through you the Honour of the Attendance of the Maltmen at the procession for laying the first Stone of the Harbour of Dundee on Monday the 9th day of October next.

The arrangements for the procession to be made by Bailie Anderson & Captain Blair as a Sub-Committee of the Harbour Commissioners.

I am &C.

(Signed) James Saunders Clerk to the Commissioners.”

Sub-joined thereto was a copy of a Letter from The Hon. William Maule M.P. for the County of Forfar, and Provincial Grand master, addressed to Mr Saunders, which the Deacon also read to the Trade it is of the following tenor:

“Mr James Saunders Clerk to the Commrs etc., etc.

Brechine Castle Septr 27th 1815

Sir 

Anxious as I shall always feel to do every thing in my power to forward any improvement connected with the County of Forfar and at the same time desirous that the Craft should shew the same inclination, I will with pleasure request the assistance of the worshipful Brethren, under my Jurisdiction, as Provincial Grand Master, in laying the Foundation Stone of the New Dundee Harbour on the 9th October next.

I am &c 

(Signed) William Maule.”

Which Communication being considered by the Meeting, they came to this Resolution that, although they would feel anxious to forward any improvement in this Town, and would wish to show forth that inclination by joining the intended procession at laying the foundation Stone of the new Harbour, yet as they have reason to believe from what has already appeared at an investigation to their ancient rights, as connecting them with the Guildry Incorporation of this Burgh, that they are Members of that Body, and so therefore ought to have been invited as such, alongst with the other Guild Brethren, they should decline to walk in the procession.

The Meeting therefore instructed their Deacon to state their sentiments to the Sub-Committee of the Harbour Commissioners mentioned in Mr Sounder’s Letter.

David Low, Deacon.

On the following day the Deacon of the Trade received a Card from Mr Saunders to the following effect:

“To The Visitor of the Maltmen Dundee

Dundee 3d October 1815

Sir

You are requested to attend in the Town hall to morrow forenoon a ten o’clock to assist in arranging the order of procession of the Public Bodies at laying the Harbour Stone.

I am &c

(Signed) James Saunders.”

But, previous to that Meeting the Deacon communicated to Mr Saunders the Resolutions of the Maltmen Trade that they declined to walk in the procession, unless they were recognised as Guild Brethren.

A few of the Commissioners under the Harbour Act and Committee of the Guildry having been consulted upon the Deacons communication to Mr Saunders, and recourse having been had to the order of procession in the year (blank) at a riding of the Town’s Marches, wherein it appears that the Brewer Trade as forming part of the Guildry walked in procession with that Body, and the other Crafts, they therefore resolved upon sending the following Letter of Invitation to the Maltmen Trade.

“Mr David Low

Dundee 6th October 1815

Sir

The Maltmen are expected to walk in procession with the Guildry of Dundee as a part of the Guildry. They should dress in Black to be uniform with the Guildry.

I am &c.

(Signed) James Saunders Clerk to the Guildry.”

It having been agreed upon that the Guildry should meet in the South Church of this Burgh, their ancient place of meeting, the Deacon, in terms of the above invitation, accordingly summoned the Trade to meet in that place to walk in procession with that Body, on Monday the Month of October Eighteen hundred and fifteen, along with the other public Bodies in Town, agreeable to an order of procession furnished them.

On Monday the 9th day of October 1815 the maltmen trade met agreeably to appointment in the South Church at 10 o’clock forenoon from whence they and the other Members of the Guildry proceeded in a Body to the Meadows at 11 and joined the other public Bodies who had assembled there. The following is a Copy of the order of procession; the insertion of which is given more for curiosity than use.

ORDER OF PROCESSION

AT

LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE

OF THE

HARBOUR OF DUNDEE

Band of the Seventy-Ninth Regiment of Foot

The Fraternity of Masters and Seamen

The Three Town Sergeants

Lord Provost supported by Sheriff of the county

The Magistrates and Council

The Superintending Engineer, with the plan of the Harbour

The Clerk to the commissioners, with the Act of Parliament

The commissioners for erecting the Harbour accompanied by the Naval and Military Officers and County Gentlemen who may honour the Procession with their presence

The Nine Trades, in their order of precedence

The Three United Trades

The Guildry Incorporation

The Cooper Trade

The Highland Society, preceded by their piper

The Cordwainer’s Lodge

The Hilltown Weavers Lodge

The Law Hill Encampment

Solomon’s Lodge of Gardeners

Adams Lodge of Gardeners

Ancient Lodge of Gardeners

Band of the Western Local Militia

The Caledonian Lodge of Freemasons

The Forfar and Kincardine Lodge of Freemasons

The Thistle Lodge of Freemasons

St David’s Lodge of Freemasons

The Ancient Lodge of Freemasons

The Operative Lodge of Freemasons

The Provincial Grand Lodge

The Honourable William Maule, Provincial Grand master, supported by the Grand Wardens.

The public Bodies having assembled in the meadows were formed into the above order of Procession. According to the arrangement a signal gun was fired at Twelve o’Clock noon and the Procession moved forward by barrack Street, Overgate, Tay Street, Nethergate, High Street and Castle Street, to the place where the first stone of the new works was to be laid. When the head of the Procession had reached its destination the whole halted, at the signal of another gun, and formed a line, through which the Provincial Grand Lodge walked to the same place. Another gun was the signal for the Procession to reform and move forward. When the Public Bodies were all arrived on the ground, another gun was the signal for laying the stone. Immediately after the ceremony had been performed, a royal salute was fired.

After the royal salute, the procession on a signal gun being fired, returned in the reverse order , by Castle Street, High Street, Murraygate, Wellgate and Meadow Street, to the Meadows; from whence the Public Bodies, by as many different roads as possible, proceeded to their respective halls, and there dismissed.

The Corporations and Societies walked four-deep; the masons three deep.

The Guild-Hall having been occupied by the Town Council and Commissioners, the Guildry Incorporation assembled and were afterwards dismissed in the South Church. The afternoon and the evening were spent in universal and increased festivity. (Presumably a euphemism. IAD).
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