In the Preface to Records of the Conventions of Royal Burghs

In 1487, at a Parliament held in Edinburgh in the Reign of James III it was enacted:- 

“that zerely in tyme tocum certane commissaris of all burrowis baith south and north convene and gadre togidder, anis in ilk zere in the burgh of Inuerkethin on the morne eftir sanct James’ day (25th July) ……… and quhat brugh the comperis not the said day, be thair commissaris to pay to the costis of the commissaris five li., and zerely to haue our souerene lordis lettrez to distrenze thairfor and for the inbringing of the samyn.”

Note:- No record of any of these meetings remains extant.

In 1487 c17 empowered the whole Burghs, at their annual Convention in Inverkeithing :-

 “To commoun and trete upon the welefare of merchandes, the gude rewle and statutis for the commoun proffit of burrowis, and to provide for remede apoun the scaith and injuris sustenet within burrowis.”

The earliest record of a Meeting of the Burghs in Dundee is dated 1555.

ANCIENT ARTICLES OF ENQUIRY IN BURGHS,

ACCORDING TO THE CUSTOM OF SCOTLAND, AS TO THE

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAW.

In ancient times the Chamberlain held Air or Court of Enquiry in Burghs into the administration of the Burgh Authorities, and to hear and dispose of complaints by the Inhabitants against the same. These duties of the “Chalmerlan” embraced the following Articles, taken from the ancient Laws of the Kingdom, and these may be of some public interest as shewing the ancient laws and practices which prevailed in the Burghs at an early period.

A remnant of this duty is now competent to the Commissioners of Justiciary in their Circuit courts. It is the duty of the Court openly to proclaim that, if any one has any complaint to prefer against the Sheriff or Local Judges, that they compear and prefer the same for the cognizance of the Court.

For centuries also the Kings were in the practice personally of holding “Justice Ayres” in certain of the larger Burghs, and in Dundee some of the Stuart Kings have presided at these circuit Courts of Justiciary. This practice has been, however long in disuse – the duty being now performed by the lords Commissioners of Justiciary.

Articles of Inquiries in the Chalmerlan Air

1. Imprimis, gif the bailies doe judgment and justice at all times.

2. Imprimis also. Gif the bailies doe justice equallie to the puir and the rich.

3. Also, gif the bailies tak gifts for doing justice to any.

4. Also, gif the bailies mak themselves parties in court.

5. Also, gif the bailies keip the asise of bred, aill, and flesches.

6. Also, gif the bailies serch thrice in the year for casting forth of lipper-folk. (Leprosy)

7. Also, gif the bailies haue giuen saising of any land beyond what is defended.

8. Also, gif any one hes mis-sayed the bailie in Court or outwith.

9. Also, gif any hes deforced the bailie or serjant of the town.

10. Also, gif any judgments haue been pronounced, falsed and not presented.

11. Also, gif the bailies have executed judgment upon baksters, browster men and women after they be amerced.

12. Also, gif browster-wives sel aill be quart and be just measures.

13. Also, gif the bailies have caused measures, wechts, and elnes to be duly examinit.

14. Also, gif browster-wives brewe and selle aill conform to the price set upon it by the taisters. And gif they selle before the aill hes been prised by the taisters.

15. Also, gif the browster-wives sell their aill by potsful, and not by sealed measure.

16. Also, gif baksters keip the wechts of bred delivered to them by the bailies.

17. Also, gif fleshers buy any other than sound beasts

18. Also, gif fleshers selle flesche otherwise than publickly in the market.

19. Also, gif fleshers keip the asise imposed on beef, mutton, and pork.

20. Also, gif the apprysers of flesche doe their office justlie, and sa oft as they are requyred

21. Also, gif the taisters if aill perform their service or office justlie, and sa oft as they are requyred.

22. Also, how oft browster-wives are amerced in the year. And how oft baksters and fleschers are amerced in the year.

23. Also, gif the bailies maks bred and aill for sale in their own houses.

24. Also. Gif any man forestall the burgh by sea or land.

25. Also, gif any lipperfolk are receavit secretly in the toun.

26. Also, gif there be any common sklanderers not punished.

27. Also, anent the use within the burgh of double measurers, elnes, and wechts; that is to say, ane for selling, and ane other for buying.

28. Also, gif any man or woman, not hauand the freedom of the burgh, uses the freedom against the priviledge of the burgh, within or without the said burgh, to the hurt of our Lord the King, and of his burgh.

29. Also, gif any man hes occupied, entered, or held the land of our Lord the King, or any other manis unjustlie.

30. Also. Gif and man halds fra our Lord the King his service or the annual rent due from his land.

31. Also, gif any hes sold any merchandise wholesale, abstranctand the maletout and sma custome of our Lord the King from him and his customers.

32. Also, gif any bailie in the assedation of profits of our Lord the King has been a partaker of the tak.

33. Also, anent lands and rents comand to the hands of our Lord the King be in any way, as be escheit or be forefaltour, and anent the possessouris of the samine. Also anent the Kingis rents conceiled.

34. Also, anent them wha volentlie intruse themselves into other menis lands, and occupie the samin unjustlie.

35. Also, anent lands disponed in mortmain without the Kingis license.

36. Also, anent them who use the libertie of the burgh not hauand bigged land, after a year.

37. Also, of coukes makand reddie flesche or fish in pastry not fit for the use of man; or if they have keipit it such attour (beyond) the proper time, they heat it againe, and selle it to the manifest deception of the people.

38. Also, of allowances made to the bailies on the burgh, the puir nocht payit for doing carriage and other labours.

39. Also, of them wha abstract their geir at the cumming of the chalmerman or his clerks, because they will not sell it to our Lord the King.

40. Also, of the bondmen of our Lord the King hiding within the burgh.

41. Also, anent taxations in burghs, gif they be equallie impost upon the rich and puir conforme to their means.

42. Also, gif there be a just assedation and uptaking of the common gude of the burgh, and gif a faithful compt of the samine be made to the community of the burgh. And gif it be not sa, be whom, and in whais hands the produce hes come, and gif the common gude is bestowed in the business of the community.

43. Also, anent four score merks of silver granted by our Lord the King for the cleansing of the town of Berwick, into whose hands they have come, and whether into the hands of private persons, and the town was not cleansed by that money.

44. Also, anent the gauging of claiths and wynes how they are keipit. And anent the keiping of the great custome be it privately inquired.

45. Also, of suits auchtand to the court of our Lord the King and abstractit therefra.

46. Also, of cariages taken up and sauld againe.

47. Also, of all turbulent folk in Court.

48. Also, gif the bailies have made ane rol of the pleyes perteining to the Kingis Crowne within burgh: that is burning, revissing of wemen, murther, and reif.

49. Also, gif the bailies have made end to any quarrels betwixt burges and marchand after thrie ebbings and flowings of the sea be delay voluntary.

50. Also, gif the haill measures and wecht in the town be sealed with the seal of the burgh. And gif anyman hold others not sealed.

51. Also, gif any man halds in his ovene mae servants than aine master, twa servnats and ane knave (boy). And gif the owner of the ovene tak for his ovene mae than ane halfpenny at ilk time, the maister ane halfpenny, the twa servants ane pennie , and the knave ane farthing.

52. Also, gif watches be sufficiently kepit wihin burgh, and gif they go from house to house. And gif widowes are compellit to watch.

53. Also, gif any man kepis strangers in his houses langer than ane nicht, wha will not give pledge for them.

54. Also, gif any man hes taken excessive tolls above the constitution of the burgh.

55. Also, gif the bailies of the burgh keip the ordinance anent fischers, and place nocht fisch in houses, but in the market, if they come during the day.

56. Also, gif all the serjants are commonlie chosen be all conforme to the constitution of the burgh.

57. Also, anent those who cut fish for sale befoir the third hour in winter and befoir the first hour in summer.

58. Also, gif any man keipe hand mylnes, other than ane burges, and brewes and makes malt, composition not made, and wha manteins them.

59. Also, gif the bailies have made rolment of their courts and asizes.

60. Also, gif any sowsters buy skin other than such as have the eares and hornes equal in length.

61. Also,gif another nor ane burges make lard for sale.

62. Also, anent the revealers of assises and the secrets of the King in the burghs.

63. Also, gif there be any bailie or any other common servant of the burgh wha is not a burges of the samine burgh hauand no inhabitie land within the samine.

64. Also, gif any man hauldand the place of Lord Chalmerlan, or a bailie of the burgh, hes stand in pleyes against our Lord the King, or against the estate or libertie of his communitie, with bishops, abbates, priours, earles, or with any others for price or for prayer.

65. Also, gif there be any burgeses wha hardlie handle als well stranger marchands as marchands of this realm, cumand to burghs with their geir be sea or be land, by not keiping the lawes, not makend payments aucht to them or doing other injuries to them, by reason whereof such marchands wholly leave their cumming to burghs, and the portes of burghs, to the damage of our Lord the King, and the manifest wrack of the communities of burghs, on account of herships of this kind.

66. Also, gif stallangers commonlie buye and selle within the burgh, as burgeses, and be whais permission. Gif they have brewed, or made malt, or hauld mylnes.

67. Also, gif roumes in the mylne be duly keipit for the burgeses according to their station, by the myller. And gif there be more myllers not the lawe permites.

68. Also, gif the myllers enlarge the ring of the curbs in the mylne mair than the space of ane wand of a summer growth.

69. Also, gif any take salmon in myln dams by nets or other engines.

70. Also, of them who drawes their nychboures befoir the ecclesiastical Court anent matters which should be richt tried before the bailies.

71. Also, of serjants wha takes gifts to hauld back from the assise them wha haue been sworne to pass upon it.

72. Also, of those who spare the rich, and cause summons the puir to be on the asise.

73. Also, anent those who are sworn to pass furth the town, and yit are conceilit in the same, and by whom.

74. Also, of hostillages within the burgh.

75. Also, of fleschers, being burgeses, putting their hands to the kill mairts.

76. Also, of listers burgeses, wha putis their hands in the wadd.

77. Also, of those wha hauld in their hands lands whilk they had by gift from our Lord the King before Bannock(burn), contrare to the revocation made at Cambuskenneth.

78. Also, of those wha abstract the multers of our Lord the King fra our Lord the Kingis mylnes.

THE ANCIENT LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF THE BURGHS

The following are a few extracts from the burgh laws adopted and generally followed in all the burghs of the Kingdom. The Extracts are taken from a collection of the Old Laws by the late Cosmo Innes, Esquire, Advocate and eminent Antiquarian. They comprehend the laws and usages made and followed in the Reigns of the Early Kings, including David the First, William the Lion, Robert the Bruce, and David the Second, from the eleventh to the commencement of the fifteenth Century. These. With the various points on which Enquiry was to be made by the Chamberlain in his periodical Courts of Enquiry, as before given, will give a fair illustration of the acts, usages, and habits of the Burgesses in bygone times. These acts fully corroborate the extracts given of our Town Council proceedings in the same direction of a more recent period, and as proving the complete and supreme control taken by our local Magistracy in regard to the traffic, trade, and commerce within the Burgh in earlier times, with the care taken for the protection of the Inhabitants in all their interests, wants and dealings.

The rule for the speedy decision of law-suits and disputes in Burgh “within the third flood of the sea” is even yet worthy of imitation.

Of the hevyd mutis (head meetings) that rynnys thruch the yhere

It is for to wyt that three hevyd mutis are thruch the yhere that behovis ilke burges for to be at. That is to wyt the first aftyr the fest of sanct Michael, the tother eftyr Yoill, the third eftyr Pasch. And suillk burges hafe nocht beyn at thir mutis na hafe nocht lafully essonyeit (excuse) hym, bot gif he war seer or ututh the countre or than at the fayris, gif he be wonnande (residing) in burgh he sal geyf iiii d. for his forfautyng. And gif he be a burges apon lande he sal geyf viii s. for whi the burges that is apon lande (belonging to the country) is nocht haldyn to cum til ony mutis thruch the yhere bot (except) thir thre hevyd mutis.

Of the chesying of the borrowgreffis (and their duties)

At the fyrst mute (public meeting) nexte eftir the feste of sancte Mychael the aldirman and the bailyeis sal be chosyn thruch the consaile of the gud men of the toune, the whilk aw to be lele and of gud fame. And thai suer fewte (fealty) til the lorde the kyng and to the burges of the toune. And thai sal suer to kepe the custoyms of the toune and (that) thai sal nocht halde lauch (law) on ony man or woman for wroth na for haterent na for drede or for lufe of ony man, bot  thruch ordanis consaile and dome of gude men of the toune. Alsu thai sal suer that nother for radnes (fear) na for lufe na for haterent na for cosynage (relationship) na for tynsale (loss) of thair silver thai sal nocht spare to do rycht til all men.

Of the kepyng of the lawis in burgh

In evir ilk burghof the kynrik of Scotland the mare or aldirman of that ilk burgh sal ger xii of the lelest burges and of the wysast of the burgh suer be thair gret athe that all the lawys and the usyt custumys  lauchfully thai sal yeme (keep) and mantene eftir thar powar.

Of mutis and playntis that rises in burgh

Mutis (pleas or actions) that rysis in burgh thar thai sall be haldyne and determit, outakyn (except) tha that fallis to the kyngis croune, And it is to wyt that all playntis the whilkis are in burgh sall be endyt wythin burgh, outakyn tha at fallis to the kyngis croune. And tha at fallis to the kyngis croune sall be enrollyt and yhemyt (kept) to the cummyng of the iustyce, And than thai sall be mote (pled) and endyt in the court of the burgh before iustyce.

Of mutis betwix a burges and a marchand (summary law)

Gif a mute (action) be raisyt betuene a burges and a marchand it sall be endyt wuthin the third flud of the sea.

Of burrowgreffis bakande or brewande.

Nane aldirman, bailye, na beddel (an officer of the church) sall bake brede na brew ale to sell wythin thair awin propir house durande the tym that thai stand in office.

Of the lyneris wythin burgh.

The aldirman at the sicht and be the consale of the communitie of the burgh suld cheise lyneris at the least four wise and discrete men sua that na complaynt cum to the kyngis chalmerlane for inlaik of lyning. And gif ony complaynt beis maid thai sal be all in an unlaw alswele baileis as the lyneris. And the saidis lyneris sal suer that thai sal leilly leine in lenth as braidnes baith foir part and back part of the land according to the richt and auld merchis withyn the burgh.

Gif ony lande be lynit be the bailyeis and lell men of the toun bath the partis beand present, and the merkis be laide and sasing of the merchis haldyn and oysyt be a day and a yer, the saide lande ane other tym aw (are) nocht to be lynit agane. Bot gif a merk be remuffit the bayle aw to do rycht to the plenyeour (complainer).

The payn of rebellouris in burgh.

Gif ony burges be rebellour again the comminitie of the burgh, or haf done ony fraud and apone that be convickit, his hous salbe strikyne to the erde (earth)  and him self put out of the toune.

Ordinance made anent conspirators

Item, we ordain that if any one shall make and conspiracy against the community to separate or scatter it, and of this be convicted, he shall give a cask of wine as forfeit.

The libertie of the merchandis gilde

Item it is statute that the merchandis of the realme sall haif thair merchand gilds and sall ioice and possesse the samyn, with libertie to by and sell in all placis wythin the boundis of the liberties of the burghis, sua that ilke ane be content with his awne libertie and that nane occupy or usurpe the libertie of another, that he be nocht convict and pounischit in the Chalmerlane ayr as ane forestaller (one who buys merchandize before it comes to the market, or within the forbidden time).

Of a thryll at cummys to burgh

Gif ony mannis thryll (slave) barounis or knychtis cummys to burgh and byis a borowage and duellis in his borowage a tuelfmoneth and a day foroutyn (without) challenge of his lorde or of his bailye he sall be evir mare fre as a burges wythin that kyngis burgh and ioyse the frodome of that burgh.

Anent the mercat and wares

All dwallers in the country als weil frie-holders as peasants, wha are dwelland in our scherriffdom, sal come with all their moveable wares for sale, to nane uther mercat nor ours within the scherriffdom whair thai dwall. And if thai be convictit of doing otherwise, ilk ane sal pay eight shillings for his forefaltour, and tyn his ware.

Of buying and selling of merchandise

Item it is statute that na prelat or kirkman erl baron or secular person sall presume to by woll skynnis hydis or sic lik merchandise, bot that thai sall sell the samyn to merchandis of burghis wythin whais schirefdom and libertie the awnaris sellaris of tha merchandises duis duell. And it is commandit be the King that the merchandises forsaid and all other merchandises salbe presentit at the mercat and mercat croce of burghis, and thar at the lest salbe preofferit to the merchandis of the burgh effectuouslie wythout fraud or gyle. And the custome tharof salbe payit to the King.
Of strangear merchandis

Item it is statute that na strangear merchand of whatsumever nation he beis sal by or sell ony kind of merchandise wythout burgh, bot wythin burgh allenarly, and chefly to merchadis and fra schippis pertenand to the merchandis of the burgh. Likewise the King commandis that na strangrear merchand arriveand with schippis and merchandise sall cut claith or sell in penny worthis bot in grete, and that wythin burgh and to the merchandis of the burgh. And gif ony strangear merchand sall happin to be fundyn doand in the contrar he salbe apprehendit be the servands of the gilde, and salbe punischit as ane brekar of the Kings protection.

Item, that na burges bringe bred or ail fra ane burgh to ane other to sel, under paine of escheate of the bred and ail and amercement of aucht shillin for the injurie and prejudice done to the nychbors and the libertie of burghs, forasmeikle as nane aw to encroach upon the libertie of ane other.

Of forstallaris in the Kyngis burgh

Na man that wonnys (resides) in the Kyngis burgh na yit ututh (beyond) sal be sa hardy on the mercate day for to pas ututh the lymytis of the burgh for to by ony gudis befor that it cum wythin the yhettis of the toune. And thai that dois the contrare and thar apon in convyckit sal pay amerciament of xiiij s. unforgyffyn.

Of mesurys and wechtys wythin burgh

Ilk burges nay hafe in his hous a mesure to met his corne, ane elnewand, a stane and punde wecht for til wey. And al thir mesuris and wechtis sal be selyt wyth the seele of the burgh. And it is for to wyt that whasa is fundyn with fals mesure or wecht sal pay a full amercyment.

Of hukstaris (buying and selling)

It is to wyt that hukstaris that byis and sellis agane to wynning sal nocht by ony thing befor that undern be rungny (rung) in wynter (9 a.m.) and mydmorne in somer (6 a.m.) Na woll, wrocht na lyttyt (dyed), na nane bot whyt woll, nor na yharne, nor nane suilke (such) sal by na tak outtane (except) the tym of the fayre. And wha sa tharaupon beis convykkyt sal geyff viii s. to the amerciament, and alsa he sal tyne the thyngis sa bocht.

Of fleschewaris in the burgh

Wha that wyl sell flesche he sal sell gude flesche, byff, muttone, and pork, eftir the ordinans of gud men of the toune, and he sal sett his flesche opynly in his wyndow that it be sene communly till all men that will tharof.

Anent apprisand flesches

 Item, on all flesches cumin to mercat als well of them dwelland within burgh as outwith, a price sal be set be prisers appointit for sic purpose, and the seller sal be requyrit to sell thair flesches at that price to ony willing to buy, and if he refuse, he sal be distrainit be the balyies, and if ony exced sic price, he sal in like manner be correctit. And name sal sel flesches til thai be apprisit. And na flescher sal be ane pastry-cook.

Of baxteris and thaim that sellis fysche

Baxtars be law ar haldin to haf bot iii seruandis at thar ouynis (ovens), that is to say the master ii seruandis and a knaf (boy).

Baxtaris at bakis brede to sell sall bake whyte brede and gray eftir consineracion and prise of the gud men of the toune eftir as the sesson askis. And the baxtar sall hafe to wynning of ilke chaldir eftir as sall be sene thruch the gud men of the toune and nocht eftir his awne discrecione. And wha that bakis brede so sell aw nocht for to hyde it bot sett it in thair wyndow or in the mercat that it may be opynly sauld. And wha sa dois othirwayis and thairof thai be convict thai sall pay amercyment of viii s. and the brede sall be delt to the puir folk.. And rycht sa aw it to be of hym that bryngis fysche to sell to the burgh.

It was to be a cause of accusation against skinners, Tailors, Weavers and Saddlers if they did any of the following acts, vizt. :-

Against Syknnaris.

In the first, that thai mak gluvis and vther graith or ther lether be kindely wrocht and maid. Item that thai hunger ther leather in defaut of graith (furnishings), that js to say alum eggis and othir thingis. Item that thai deir (raise price) the Kingis mercate and the cuntre of eggis bying. Item that thai file the kingis watter. Item that thai sow and wirkis with false graith.

Against Tailyeouris

In the first, that thai mak our meikil refus and schredis of mennis claith, whiles for greit haist and vther whilis for faut of cunnyng. Item that thai tak pecis and scredis and sleuis, or other small thingis. Item that thai mak mennis garmentis otherwayis than men ordanis thaimself or biddis. Item thai sow with fals graith. Item thai breik men ther dais. Item thai mak thaim maisteris or thai can craft in grete skaithing of the king and the peple.

Against Webstaris

In the first, that thai mak our lang thryms in skaithing of the peple. Item that thai tak in with wechtis when thei gif jt out thai mak jt donke (damp) and wete with water, castand thingis therin to gar it wey and ther throw haldand out of it to thame self a grete quantitie. Item that thai tak a mannis yarn and puttis in ane vtheris wob for haste.

Against Sadillaris

In the first, that thai mak the saddillis of grene tymmer, whair thei aw to be made of widderit and dry. Item that thai festyn tham nocht fast, na bindis with lethir na glew, as thai aw to be. Item that thai knyt to ther (sadillis evil) harnassying fals bridill, bittis and sterapis broken, throw the whilk mony men ar hurt or slayn. Item that thai hald nocht thair dais that thai mak to men. Itme that thai hald nocht thair halydais.

Ordinance anent the buying of herring and fish

Also, we ordain that no one shall buy herrings or other fish which are brought by ship to the town until the ship be on dry land and the oars taken out.. Nor any other merchandise, such as corn, beans, pease or salt. And if any one be convicted thereof, he shall give to the Gild a cask of wine as forfeit, or be expelled the town for a year and a day.

Of sellaris of met and drynk

All broustaris the whilkis sellis ale and thai that sellis brede or flesche or fysche, and all hukstaris the whilkis byis and sellis communly, sal sell til al men als well as gangand as cummand what somevir, and thai sall halde na mare in thair house to the oyse of thair hushalde gif that ony man wil by it bot to the valur of iiii d. oure nycht, and al the layff sal  be common till al maner of man passand and cummand for thair payment. And wha dois the contrare of this and tharof be convyct he sal pay to his forfalt viii s. 

Of annuel rent of broustaris

Wha sum evir will breu thru twelf moneth aw to geyf the aldirman in the yhere iiij d. And for half a yhere to hym bot ij d.

Of Soutaris barkande (tanning) in the burgh

It is to wyt that na soutar duelland wythin the burgh aw to by ony hydis of mare prise to bark (tan) bot tha that hes the eyris and the hornis of equal lenth.

And it will be a cause of accusation against them – if that thai mak schone, butis, and vther graitht of the lethir or jt be barkit. Item that thai sow witht fals and rottin threid, throu the whilk the schone ar tynt or thai be half worn. Item whair thai suld gif thair lethir gude oyle and taulch (grease), thai gif jt bot watter and salt. Item thai wirk jt or jt be courait, in greit hindering and skaith of the kingis leiges.

Wechts and measures

At ilk air, the clerc of the chalmerlane sal carrie with him wechts and measures, and sal gar the tron-wechts be very strictly examinit, and gar them agree altogidder with his ain wechts, nor mair nor less. And if ony man or woman be convictit of fause wecht or measure be inquest of the baylies, he or she sal be in the King’s will for life and limbs, for lands and tenements, and thair heirs sal be altogether disherysit, if the grace of our Lord the King intervene not.

Of kemestaris that forsakis the burgh

Gif ony kemestaris (wool-combers) levis the burgh to dwell wyth uplandys men, havand sufficiente worke to occupie thaim within the burgh, thai aw to be takyn and prisonyt.

Off hym that has a knyf in the gyld

Item we haf ordainit that na burganour (quarrelsome person) within the boundis of the gyld sal ber a knyff with a poynt, the whilk giff that he dois sall amend with xij d.

Of burges at has had syndry wyffis

Gif ony burges has had twa wyffis or ma and has had mony landis, and with ilkane of his wyffis has gotten syndry sonnys and dauchtyrs, all tha landis the whilk he hade that day at he was quyk and dede, alswele of herytage as of conquest at he hade nocht assignyt till na man, tha landis at war gottyn in the tyme of the fyrst wyffe sall turn agayne to the childer ayris if the fyrst wyffe. And on that ilke maner the landis that war gottyn in the tyme of the tothir wyffe sall turn till hyr chylder ayris (heirs), gif thai be nocht giffyn before na assignyt till ony man lachfully. And the secund woman sall nocht be in the hous of the fyrst eftir the dede of hir husband bot xl days.

A sensible rule

The heire of ane burges is of perfite age when he can number and tell silver or measure claith with ane elwand, or doe other his fathers busines and affairs.

Of thyngis pertenand to the burges ayre

Gif a man or woman that is burges dee in the burgh, whethir that thai mak testament or nane, of all the gudis the ayre sal hafe thir necessare thyngis pertenand til his house, that is to say the best burd wyth the trestis, a burd clayth, a towall, a basing, a lawar, the best bed wyth the scheyttis and all the laif that tharto perteyns of claithis, and the best fether bed [or noppis (wool or flock bed) gif thar be na fethirbed], a leyd,(brewing utensil) with a maskfat (vat), a gylfat, a barell, a caldrone, a ketill, a brandreth, a posnet, a chymnay, a stop, a cruk. Thir foirsaidis thyngis aw nocht to be left in legacy fra the house. Alsu wha evir be byggit, set, or saune, all sall byde wyth the grunde. Alsu he sall hafe a kyst, a schyrn (shearing hook), a pluch, a wayne, a cart, a char, a brasyn pot, a pan, a rostyng yrne, a gridill, a mortar, a pestall, a masar (drinking cup), a dubblar, a cop, teulf spunys, a benk, a furm, a stull, a balance and wechyts, a spade, ane ax. And gif the lande be herytage all this thingis forsaid till herytabill rycht ar knawin to perteyn, nevir the less the burges in his lege pouste all thir things may sell gif that he be constrenyeit wyth necessitie or povertie, and that sall be wytnessyt be the burges. And of all thir forsaid thyngis and all uthiris of househald the best pertenys to the ayre.

The payne of ane wyffe trespassand

Gif the wyfe of a burges trespassis til hir nichtburis and fyndis a borch (cautioner) to stand to the law wythout the consent of hir husband, and gif in the courte scho fallys in foly ansuer and tharof be convyct be dome of courte, hir husband is nouthir haldyn til ansuer for the amiciament na yit for the askyng of the folowar (pursuer) forthir than the soum of iiii d. bot gif hym (except he) lykis Bot he sall chasty (chastise) hir as a barne wythin eylde as scho at for faut of knawlege wrocht out of his consals.

Of the breder of the gilde

Gif ony of the breder of gilde fall in pouerte, the breder of the gilds sal help him of guidis of the gilde, of thai sal mak a colect throu the communitie of the toune to the some of XX s.: and gif he dessess thai sall ger him be erdyt (buried)

Of the dochter of the gyld bruther

Giff that ony of the brether of the gyld efter his desces leyff a dochter off his spousit wyff borne, the whilk be of loffabill conuersacione and of gud fame, geyff scho haf nocht of hir awen whar of it may be purwayt hir of a man [or of a religious house gif that scho lyk to lef chast] efter the estimatioun of the alderman and the faculte of the gilde, it salbe purwayt (provided) til hir of a husband or than a house of relygione.

Off hym that fallis crukyt in the gylde

Giff ont of our brether of the gilde in his eyld fall crukyt or pure or in ane vncurabill seyknes, and he haue nocht of his awin whar of he may be sustenyt, efter the estymacion of the Alderman ande of the brether, as the faculte of the gyld askis and may susten, he salbe releffyt.

Offenders

Item, giff ony of the brether stryk ane vther with his nef he sall amend it with halff an mark, and efter the will of the Aldermn and the Den and the layff of the brether he sall make asyth to the perty. Item. Giff ony of the brether of the gyld thru violence drawis blud of ane othir he sall amend wyth xx s. and efter the will of the Alderman and of the Dene and of the layff of the brether he sall assyth. Nor ther sall nayn of thir mendis (compensation) wyth ony prayer be loussit na slakyt (relaxed) be na maner of way.

Of the statut of thift

Giff ony be tane with the laff (loaf) of a halpenny in burgh, he aw throu the town to be dungyn (beaten). And fra a halpenny vorth to iiij penijs he aw to be mar sayrly (severely) dungyn. And for a payr of schone of iiij penijs, he aw to be put on the cuk stull, and efter that led to the hed of the toune and thar he sal forsuer the toune. And fra iiij penijs til viij penijs and a ferthing, he sal be put upon the cukstull, and efter that led to the hed of the toune, and ther he at tuk hym as to cut his eyr of. And fre viiij penijs and a ferding to xvj penijs and a obl., he sal be set upone the cukstull, and efter that led to the hed of the toune, and ther he at tuk hym aw to cut his vther ear of. And efter that gif he be tane with viij penijs and a ferding, he that takis hym sal hing him. Item for xxxiij penijs  i. Obl., he that takis a man may hing him.
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