The Sloop Lady Kinnaird of Dundee.

and something of the McNabs and Patricks.

By Donald M. Abbott, FSA Scot, (1695.)
This sloop, a one masted fore and aft rigged sailing vessel of 52 tons burthen had been built by William Syme of Ely otherwise Elie in 1784/5 and sold to William Patrick , shipmaster, Dundee in 1785. He seems to have met with financial difficulties over a period and in 1785, the year of purchase, he borrowed the sum of £150 from George, Lord Kinnaird, using his vessel as security, but providing also for regular payments of the debt. He most likely had paid this off, on or before 10th April 1788 on which date he borrowed £162-16-0d from Alexander Riddoch. I would expect Dundee members of the Tay Valley Family History Society to have at least a passing knowledge of Mr Riddoch, who was Provost of Dundee almost continuously from 1787 until 1822 ;   within these years when he was  precluded by the rules, one of his nominees stood in for him - however he continued to exercise influence and control. He had been born in Comrie in 1745. On balance, he did well for Dundee in his civic role, but seemed to have the facility to feather his own nest. *

In the instance of Riddoch’s attempt to recovery his monies, he simply took possession of the vessel in payment of the debt. Amongst my wife’s family papers , there are included 

1. Bond and Vendition in Security. William Patrick to George, Lord Kinnaird 1785;

2. Bond of Assignation, William Patrick to Alexander Riddoch, 10th April 1788; and

3. Instrument of Possession in Favour of Alexander Riddoch, 14th April 1788.
It is interesting that when Provost Riddoch took possession of the said Sloop or Vessel, Lady Kinnaird with her heall masts, sails,  Raes, Anchor, Cable Tows, Tackle. Floatboat and heall furniture and apparelling thereto belonging ,With all right and Title he could pretend thereto …….    his representative did the unpleasant work for him. The takeover included all of the foregoing pertinents and her freight.
The Instrument of Possession is attested that-

 This records the actual symbolic handover of the Sloop, Lady Kinnaird of Dundee to George Gray acting for Alexander Riddoch, per the Bond and Assignation granted previously by William Patrick to the latter named.

This vessel was possessed for and on behalf of Alexander Riddoch before Witnesses George Mawer, (Principal Attestor); David Bowman, Witness and Thomas Mawer, N.P., Witness. Each page of the original is signed by all three of these persons.

So the Provost obtained a fine Sloop for his unredeemed loan!
Some members of the Society might recall that in the Journal No. 55 of January 2000, there appeared the piece I wrote, entitled An Apprenticeship before the Mast. This set 
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out the onerous terms of an Indenture of Apprenticeship at sea  undertaken by my wife’s forbear, John McNabb otherwise McNab, the document being dated 13th August 1832. It set out something of his background, connections with his mother’s uncle by marriage, George Robertson, Shipmaster, Dundee as well as some detail of John’s own employer, William McGavin Merchant and Shipowner, Dundee. This explained something of the latter’s place of Dundee domicile and some of the vessels he owned.  John McNab was indeed fortunate to have such local shipping connections. However, I have no intention of repeating this piece as part of this current paper, and merely mention this as background.
George Robertson, Shipmaster was married to Martha Young, baptised in Dundee on 17th January 1762. Martha was the daughter of William Young, gardener, of Bucklemaker Wynd, ( later the widened Victoria Road) Dundee who feud Four Acres, three Roods nine Fulls and twenty three Ells of land at Forebank, Dundee from the Rogers Mortification per the parish Church of Dundee. A Mrs Roger had set up a Mortification in 1655, which provided that the income for some lands ,including this land at Forebank, Dundee, would give upwards of thirty poor widows six shillings each month. The patron was the Kirk Session of Dundee, represented later principally by Dundee Parish Church St Mary’s. 

William Young had his problems as evidenced by a dispute with a neighbour as to the acreage of land in his ownership. On 21st December 1768, the Kirk Session of Dundee settled the dispute in favour of Mr Young’s neighbour, Mr William Hog. This resulted in William Young refusing to pay his feu duty to the Mortification. The Session then agreed to make a reduction in the feu duty payable in lieu of what deficiency there may be in his Measure. It was beginning to look as if the Kirk Session had doubts as to exactly what area actually had been feud to William Young.  However, it is recorded that he acquiesced to the Session’s pronouncement and he was provided with a copy of the Minute of Meeting of the Session. 
All was not sweetness and light however, as we find Mr Young taking recourse to the Sheriff at Forfar as a later Kirk Session document dated 13th July 1791 confirms. William Young’s copy of this document is also in my possession. The Sheriff had found that in respect of Mr Young and his heirs and successors, the land at Forebank should measure that which was previously claimed by Mr Young. The Kirk Session duly reversed its decision in compliance with the Sheriff’s findings and confirmed the area feud to be as set out at two paragraphs above. A Scottish acre was well in excess of that obtaining in England then, the Scottish acre being a third larger than in England; and so this was an extensive area of ground owned by William Young, and subject to the feu duty payment.
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This land duly passed on his death, to his elder daughter Martha Young or Robertson. She and her Shipmaster husband had no family of their own and so left the property to 
her niece, Martha Young Downie and her husband Thomas McNab resident previously at Duck Hill, Hillbank, The property then devolved in Fee to their son John McNab whose Indenture as a Sailing Apprentice is mentioned above.

There is another interesting document with these family papers. It seems that the Robertsons left the sum of £5 Sterling to John Robertson residing in Lynn son of the deceased James Robertson, Manufacturer at Bucklemaker Wynd and Janet Young, his spouse This John would seem to have been a nephew of George Robertson the Shipmaster. The document is a signed Discharge for receipt of that money and dated at Lynn the 26 Day of May, Eighteen hundred and thirty three years. The Discharge is embossed with two x twopence  stamps.
This is where members of the Society, might be able to help. There are at least two Lynns in England and one in the Scottish Borders but I have been unable to determine just where this John Robertson lived.

As is clear from examination of Dundee Shipping records at the City Library,Wellgate, Dundee and at the City Archives, the McNab family were prominent Shipmasters and occasionally Shipowners in 19th century Dundee. Within the Letter Book of Customs held at the City of Dundee Archives, various entries relating to the Lady Kinnaird, from entry number 70 of 4th March 1796 until No 14 from Berwick of 21st February 1799, sets out the names of the various Masters who then sailed in her. The last two entries of the period relate to William Wood, and Sunderland . As can be seen later on the last page of this item, a Captain Wood is confirmed by Mrs.Fionnghal otherwise Fiona Patrick, to be then owner of the vessel. An entry in that Letter Book dated 4th July 1789 confirms also that William Patrick was by then Master of the Shields Packet, registered here on 29th November 1783. Thus by 1789, William Patrick had moved on from the distress of seeing his Lady Kinnaird being taken possession of, on behalf of Alexander Riddoch.
 The aforementioned Apprentice, John McNab had a long naval career in the Merchant service. The earlier mentioned documents were in his possession as were a largish bowl, carrying a painting of the Lady Kinnaird. I did see this several years ago but believe that a family member sold it. The other thing missing from the family papers was a document strangely on parchment similar to vellum, that was written in an unidentified language  When asked to examine it I detected  immediately the words Lady Kinnaird and mention of a Swedish town. On my advice, this was sent securely to the Swedish Embassy in London for translation. Many months went by and then a letter arrived confirming that it was written in an old Swedish dialect no longer in vogue It could not be translated fully. 
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However, essentially it was a Writ for non - payment of Harbour Dues that would have been nailed to her mast. I can only think that this superb document must have been used as further evidence of provenance and sold with the bowl.  However, this is absolute speculation on my part.

The piece written in January 2000 for the Journal, brought a reaction from a reader, Mrs Fiona Patrick of Carr Bridge, Strathspey. Her husband is a direct descendant of William Patrick the onetime owner of the Lady Kinnaird. I understand that she had read in Morpeth, Northumberland,a cousin’s copy of our Journal, which just goes to show its outreach. My researches had shown that the vessel had been used largely in the coastal and Baltic trade when owned by William Patrick and later was sailing out of Shields in the north east of England. Fionnghal took the future career of the Lady Kinnaird a bit further and confirmed to me that she had been owned in 1801 by her Master, a Captain Wood sailing as an east coast coasting vessel and in 1820, with the same owner, in a like capacity in Waterford, Ireland. She advised that this Sloop had foundered on 29th December 1824, off Garrock Head, Isle of Bute, Firth of Clyde at 55.42N -05.00W. This explains the fate of this Fife built and onetime Dundee owned vessel. Fionnghal kindly advised me also that William Patrick was married to a Jean Kinnaird in 1781 and their first son, born in 1782, was named Kinnaird Patrick. We were both left to ponder whether or not there was a connection with the Lord Kinnaird, who was the first apparent lender of funding to William Patrick.
Like the McNabs, there are innumerable mentions of Patrick shipmasters in the Dundee records. I could spell these out but shall desist. If anyone is interested then the splendid facilities for research at the City of Dundee Archives and the Central Library,Wellgate, Dundee can be utilised. The respective staffs in both places are most kind and helpful.
As to the McNabs, the main family continued to live in the Forebank area until in 1885, when they built a property in Albert Street, Dundee.  I have the detailed accounts for its construction right down to the costings for the nails. It is fascinating too, to be able to read all of the 19th century lawyers’ accounts pertaining to this family. At Forebank they sold land for the construction of St Mary’s Forebank Roman Catholic Church and to the Dundee Police Commissioners, I believe for an abattoir, now long gone. My wife’s grandfather, a Master Joiner ran the family business from Powrie Place, Dundee, on a part of the lands owned originally by William Young. 
* Information about Provost Riddoch can be found in the booklet entitled One Artful and Ambitious Individual written by Mrs Enid Gauldie in 1989 as Publication Number 28 for the Abertay Historical Society.
