W. S. Nicoll

19th September 1936

Forty Years in Public Life

Death of Mr W. S. Nicoll

Twice Retired from Business

A well-known figure in the community has been removed by the death of Mr W. S. Nicoll, JP. ‘Orwell Villa’, Dundee which occurred yesterday in a nursing home. Mr Nicoll who was 75 years of age was for long a prominent personality both in business and in public life. For 53 years Mr Nicoll was in the grocery trade. Born and educated in Broughty Ferry he was apprenticed with Mr John Heggie, Ann Street Dundee, and in 1880 he commenced business on his own behalf in Alexander Street.

So successful was he that he opened several branch shops and although he retired in 1901, he could not resist the desire again to get back into harness. After a short time of leisure he built the block of buildings at the junction of Provost Road and Clepington Road and he conducted a grocery business there, until forced by failing health to give it up four years ago.

Mr Nicoll was in public life for forty years. After serving on the old Parochial Board in the first Parish Council, as member for the fifth ward, he especially turned his keen business mind to matters of education for which he laboured long and well. Elected to the School Board in 1907, he held the offices of Works Convener and Finance Convener.

Services Recognised.

Later in the Education Authority he was Finance Convener from 1919 till 1925, when his services were recognised by his elevation to the chair, a position which he held until he retired three years afterwards. He was unsuccessful however, when he sought representation on the Town Council and Harbour Board.

Mr Nicoll was a former Chairman of the Morgan Hospital, a director of Dundee High School, a Member of the Asylum Board and a Member of the Technical Institute Board. He was also a Member of the Bonnetmaker Corporation and former Convener of the Nine Trades.

Besides being a Free Gardener, he was connected with the Masonic Lodge Camperdown (No 317) and the Loyal Order of ancient Shepherds.

Pre-deceased by his wife and three sons, Mr Nicoll is survived by a son Mr W. S. Nicoll, SSC., Edinburgh, and a daughter who is wife of Rev. David Dick, Thorwald Church near Dumfries and formerly of Clepington Church Dundee, of which the late Mr Nicoll was an elder.
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