27th March 1969

“Murdie” Wallace Dies at 65

Mr James Murdoch Wallace, one of Dundee’s best known and most colourful figures died yesterday.

Mr Wallace, who was 65, had been ill for only a month.

The son of a baker  “JM” or “Murdie”, as he was known, was born in a city tenement and went on to achieve success in three fields of business, as a Master Baker, Dance Hall Owner and Garage Proprietor.

His bespectacled soft hatted figure – was familiar to civic dignitaries, teen-agers and pensioners alike throughout the city.

He knew hundreds by name and a meeting with him was a guarantee of an endless flow of jokes. Murdie’s business career started in the bakery shop he owned in Blackness Road. It gathered momentum with the acquisition of another shop in Overgate and then a coffee stall based in Lindsay Street.

The Ballroom came in 1947, when he bought and transformed St David’s Church, North Tay Street.

His final enterprise was in more recent times, when he purchased the garage in MacAlpine Road. 

A Showman

A showman, partly by intent, but more by nature, he had a tremendous flair for controversy and achieved wide spread publicity for his social activities.

The illness, which robbed him of his life also, denied him his life long ambition - to take an active part in the running of Dundee.

J. M. loved the city and fought for more than 30 years to win a seat on the council.

His first attempt was as an independent when he was a young man.

His last, six years ago was also as an independent with the added tag of “Anti-Corruptionists”.

In between he stood as a Socialist and a Progressive.

Two Wards

Once he made municipal history by contesting both Broughty Ferry Wards at the same election.

His aim was to highlight a flaw in legislation and also cock a snoot at those with whom he had parted company a short time before, because they would not fight every Ward.

Though hopelessly defeated in both Wards, he chalked up yet another distinction. His expenses cost only two shillings and five pence – the cost of ink used on hand made banners.

His action was also responsible for a change of law, which now prohibits one man from contesting two Wards at the same time.

Prohibitionist

Although his cigar smoking habits were legend Murdie never yielded to that other weakness – alcohol.

He was a staunch prohibitionist and brought his beliefs frequently into effect at his “JM” ballroom. Anyone arriving at the door smelling too strongly of drink would be refuse admission, as would those untidily dressed.

Once Murdie himself had a famous brush with the law.

He refused to pay a speeding fine and ended up by being locked up at Bell Street Police Headquarters. It was only after a night in the cells and the arrival of officers from Glasgow to take him to Barlinie Prison, that he had a change of heart.

The then agreed to pay the fine and returned to the Police Station with a £100 note, demanding change and a receipt.

Charity Work

One of the less well known aspects of J.M.’s life was the charity work he did for old age pensioners. He was a founder member of the Dundee Area of Old age Pensioner’s Association and often represented individual pensioners in their problems.

Murdie was attached to numerous other bodies. Among others, he was Honorary Vice-President of Dundee Junior Football Association, President of the North British Ballrooms Association and an Executive Director of the local division of the Master Baker’s Association.

Above all JM, who lived at ’Westgrove’ 420, Blackness Road was a family man.

Mrs Wallace, a gentle woman behind the dynamo she married, frequently helped him out at his bakery shops or in the ballroom.

Their eldest son Neil manages the garage, while Murdoch runs the ballroom. Daughter Jane is a doctor practising in Dundee.

Few who knew Murdie will forget the man who graduated from rolls to Rolls Royce.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee
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