29th August 2002

Former Business man Syd Gillis

Former Dundee business man Syd Gillis who also represented Scotland at table tennis and hockey has died. He was 81.

Mr Gillis attended Harris Academy and joined the RAF as an engineer at the outbreak of the Second World War, serving in the Middle East.

The family business, Fisher Gillis had been forced to switch production from furniture to coffins to help the war effort. When hostilities ended, Mr Gillis and brother Harold took over the running of the firm, branching our into retail sales with products made at the Coffin Mill in Brook Street and sold at a shop in Johnston’s Lane in the Westport.

The brothers also diversified into commercial and industrial property development, converting warehouses and mills for rental.

In 1973, at the age of 52, Mr Gillis decided that he had been in business long enough and became a social worker with the former Dundee Corporation.

He worked mainly as a court liaison officer, switching to Tayside Regional Council upon regionalisation in 1975, and retiring in 1986.

Mr Gillis, who played an active part in the city’s Jewish community, was a keen and accomplished sportsman away from his business and social work career.

A member of Dundee Plebians Table Tennis Club, he was capped 17 times for his country and was known in table tennis circles throughout the UK and beyond in a career that stretched from just after the was until the early 1950s.

He was also a member of Dundee Wanderers Hockey Club and represented his country at that sport, too.

Although table tennis and hockey earned him international honours, Mr Gillis also excelled at tennis and swimming, representing the Midlands in both.

An enthusiastic golfer as a member of the Blairgowrie and Downfield golf clubs, he was a two handicap player at his peak. 

Despite his sporting endeavours Mr Gillis still found time to support the arts along with his late wife, Sylvia. He was an office-bearer of Dundee Repertory theatre and also heavily involved in Tayside Opera and Dundee Arts Society.

Last month, Mr Gillis developed a bladder tumour and his family submitted a formal complaint over his treatment at Ninewells Hospital, a development reported in the Courier.

Last night, however, his daughters Jennifer and Pamela did not wish to comment further on the matter and were prepared to let it rest.
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