1st December 1959

Mr W. S. Goodfellow Dies at 58

Mr William S. Goodfellow of Goodfellow & Steven, Bakers, Broughty Ferry, a leading figure in the public life of Dundee, died in an Edinburgh nursing home this morning.

He underwent a serious operation a week ago.

As Lord Dean of Guild, Mr Goodfellow sat on Dundee Town Council from 1950 to 1954. He became Chairman of Angus Fire Area Joint committee. For many years he played a prominent part in the affairs of the bakery trade, both locally and nationally. 

He was senior Vice-President of Dundee Rotary Club and of Dundee West End Angling Club. He was also Honorary President of Broughty Ferry Amateur Dramatic Society. The eldest son of the late Mr David Goodfellow, he entered the family business nearly 40 years ago. He was Secretary of Dundee Master Baker’s Association, before becoming President in 1939. Six years later he was elected President of the Scottish Association of Master Bakers at its annual conference in Dundee.

During the last war, he was a member of the Dundee Food Control Committee and Regional Representative on the Trade Board for the Regulation of the Bakery Trade. In 1942, he was appointed Deputy director of emergency bread supplies for Scotland, and in 1945 appointed to the Ministry of Food advisory panel for food.

Mr Goodfellow was a former Convener of the nine Incorporated Trades, and an Assessor of the Guildry Incorporation.

Angling was his favourite hobby and in addition to being President of the West End Club was a member of the Dundee Rotary Club. He was also a keen gardener.

He had been a Rotarian since 1943 and would have become President next year.

Mr Goodfellow was an elder of East Church, Broughty Ferry. 

He was 58 and is survived by Mrs Goodfellow, a son and a daughter. His son David is in the family business and his daughter is the wife of Mr W. R. R. Bruce of W. G. Grant & Co. Ltd.

(The annual dance of the Bakers Incorporation of Dundee, which was to be held tonight in Messers Nicol & Smiberts Room, has been cancelled).

Mr J. Dindie, Edinburgh Secretary of the Scottish Association of Master Baker’s said Mr Goodfellow’s death was a terrible blow to the Baking Trade.

“He was an outstanding figure in the Baking Trade in Scotland. Over a period of almost 20 years, he served the Industry as chief spokesman and leader at all Conferences with Government Departments and in Joint Committees with the workers.

Possibly one of his main contributions to the Trade was his work as a leading spokesman and negotiator on the National Joint Committee for the Scottish Baking Industry and the two Wages Councils applicable to the Trade.

He was one of the people mainly responsible for the start of joint discussions in the Baking Trade in Scotland in 1955. He was an exceptional man in many ways, with a great breadth of vision.

It will be difficult to find another like him”.

An Ideal Colleague

“The death of Willie Goodfellow is a severe and tragic loss to the Rotary Club of Dundee to which he was Senior Vice-President” said the Rev. T. R. S. Campbell.

“To me in the chair, he was the ideal colleague, ever willing to play his part yet so humble about it.

He was a steadying influence at my right hand. I admired the calm and imperturbable tenor of his ways. To us all, he was a good companion, an admirable friend, whose conversation was lit with the gleam of a restrained humour. There was something very simple and very straightforward about his nature, which was as generous as his build.”

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee 

