James D. Gray

4th June 1949

Business man and Freemason

Mr James D. Gray, popular Dundee Master Baker, died suddenly at his home 268 Strathmore Avenue yesterday. He was 78.

Despite his years Mr Gray took an active interest in his business at 30 Strathmartine Road and was there yesterday morning as usual.

He was taken ill on the premises and died at his home afterwards.

Mr Gray was affectionately known as “Jimmy Gray O’ the Tap o’ the Hill”, was the eldest son of Mr Peter Gray who founded the business. He joined his father in business after leaving school.

For 50 years he had been a member of Masonic Lodge St David (No 78), of which he was a Past Master. For his long service, and having attained an age comparable with the Lodge number, he was to have been honoured by his colleagues this year. He was a Past Senior Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Forfarshire, an Honorary Member of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, Lodge St David (No 36) Edinburgh and Lodge Dundee St Mary’s. He was also a founder member of Downfield’s Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star and Lodge Rhoineach Mhor.

For his keen interest in the literature of Scotland he was elected an F. A. C (Scotland) and he became a Justice of the Peace about 20 years ago.

He was a member of St. David’s North Church.

Mr Gary is survived by his wife two sons, Messers Peter and James Gray, partners in the business and a married daughter.

Mr Gray’s housing scheme in Kinghorne Road (single room homes for elderly women) was gifted to the town by the family in memory of Mr Gray’s father.
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