23rd April 1971

Cecil Meredith

The death has taken place at his home in Pyrford, Woking, Surrey, of Mr Cecil W. Meredith one of Dundee’s best known personalities until moving south six years ago. He was 78.

Mr Meredith was a man of many interests. He was a great-grandson of James Keiller, founder of the world famous firm of James Keiller & Son Ltd.

Mr Meredith was a native of Putney. He started his business career with Keiller’s in London and became a Director.

In 1925 he acquired, in conjunction with his father, the business of A. G. Kidd & Son Ltd., Craigie Bakery, Dundee, and became Managing Director.

During the First World War, he served for three years in France as a dispatch rider. He later won over 30 medals in amateur motor cycling events.

Model railways took up much of his leisure and experts from many parts of the world called at his home in West Ferry to see the extensive electrified system he had installed there.

Stamp Expert

Mr Meredith had an even wider reputation for postage stamp collection.

It was noted for its local Scots cancellations, about which he wrote the standard work of reference. These were in general use between 1854 and 1860.

His collection of these were sold in London only this week.

Rotary was another time-consuming interest and he was for thirteen years Secretary of Dundee Rotary Club. He served as Deacon of the Baker Incorporation, and was a member of Dundee Business Club. His church interest was centred on St. Mary’s Episcopal Broughty Ferry, where he was vestryman for 35 years.

Mrs Meredith represented the old Broughty Ferry Ward on Dundee Town Council for a number of years, during which she was for a time Education Convener and a Magistrate.

Mr and Mrs Meredith moved south to be near their son and two daughters.
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