30th September 1953

Mr Alex McAra Dead

Mr Alexander McAra, senior partner in the Dundee firms of Alexander McAra (Dundee Copper Works), and West End Garage Broughty Ferry, died suddenly last night in a Dundee nursing home which he entered 10 days ago. He was 66.

Mr McAra went into his fathers business, founded in 1878 in 1905 at the age of 18. He took over the business on his father’s death. His eldest son, Mr A. G. McAra entered the business in 1935 and after 6 years service during the last war, became a junior partner. Mr McAra, who stayed at ‘Ellenhood’ 230, West Ferry was a Bonnetnaker and a member of the Guildry Incorporation. His consuming interest was angling – he had fished most of the Scottish trout lochs – and he was a past President of Dundee West End Angling Club.

He was also a member of Maryfield Curling Club and at one time was an elder of Dundee Parish Church  (Sty’ Mary’s).

Enthusiastic Motorist

For many years an enthusiastic motorist, he was one of the oldest members of the trade in the district. The registration of his first car was TS 45. The early years of the firm provided him with many anecdotes and he would recall the days when Scott’s famous ‘Discovery’ was being built in the old Stevens Yard, Dundee at the turn of the century.

The copper works supplied many of the ship's fittings and Lieutenant Ernest Shackleton, later to become Sir Ernest – one of the expedition - was a frequent visitor to the works.

One of his favourite yarns was of the times the poet McGonnegal came to the works for ornaments of dress, such as little copper snuffboxes he attached to his clothes. The poet always spoke in rhyme.

Mr McAra’s wife died three years ago.

Ronald, the youngest son was lost when his bomber was shot down over Berlin during the last war and his second son is in the family business.

Mr A. G. McAra is Commanding Officer of 586 (Highland), LAA/SL Regiment RA (TA).
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