13th April 1963

James N. Phillips

A retired Dundee publican, Mr James N. Phillips died yesterday in Kings Cross Hospital after a short illness. He was 82.

He was in the licensed trade from 1910 until 1943. He owned the first Unicorn, Ellen Street, then from 1930, the Balmore, Balmore Street, near Stobswell.

Mr Phillips was the fourth generation as a licencee. His great-great-Grandmother Mrs Margaret Sandeman, kept a public house in Bucklemaker Wynd, (now Victoria Road) in 1818.

Seldom seen not wearing the kilt, Mr Phillips favourite tartan was the Macdonald of Keppoch. 

He was a founder of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, a member of the Bonnetmaker Craft and of Masonic Lodge No 47 and worshiped at Downfield South Church.

He was a keen curler with Baldovan and Balruddery, enjoyed chess and was a skilled model maker.

From his boyhood he had a fascination for sailing ships. He made, collected and displayed in his business premises paintings and prints of famous windjammers and racing clippers.

He lived at 20 Americanmuir Road and is survived by two sons and three daughters. His wife died 13 years ago.

One of his sons, another James N. Phillips has been proprietor of Brand’s in Ceres for five years.
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