October 1st 2002

Donnie Stewart

Dundee’s Business and academic communities lost one of their most distinguished and longest-serving members on Tuesday night with the death of Donald T. Stewart (82).

Born and brought up in the Ancrum Road area – his family home for the last 40 years being only a matter of yards from the then semi-rural cottage in which he was born- Donnie, as he was known, attended Ancrum road Primary School and Harris Academy, where he won the commercial dux. 

In 1935 he took up an apprenticeship with chartered accountants Miller McIntyre & Gellatly with whom he worked- both formally and, latterly, informally, for the rest of his life, interrupted only by six years service with the 8th Army Tank Corps.

Donnie worked his way up through the ranks of the company and eventually became senior partner.

He also found time to lecture students at Dundee Institute of Technology, where he spent 16 years on the board of governors, latterly as chairman, helping put the ultimately successful case for university status.

He was awarded the CBE in 1922 in recognition of services to business and the community that included many years’ membership of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Scotland’s management council and appeal committee.

Donnie was also an ex-Convener of the Cordiner Craft and a member of the Bonnetmaker Craft, the Guildry Incorporation and the Master Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.

He served for many years on the board of the Hillcrest Housing Association and for 52 years as treasurer of Lochee West Church, retiring from this post due to ill health in February.

He was a devoted family man - he and his wife Greta brought up son Robbie and daughters Lesley, Morag and Marie in Ancrum Road- and found time to enjoy cooking, gardening, golf and reading.

David Gellatly, of Miller McIntyre & Gellatly, said, “Donald has been part of the scene at this firm for more than 60 years and, although he had not played an active role the business for many years, he was still made welcome when he put in an appearance at the offices in Reform Street and when he joined us for coffee.

He was well liked and very well respected and will be greatly missed by all those who knew him and worked with him.”

Professor Bernard King principal and vice-chancellor of the University of Abertay Dundee, said,  “Donald Stewart was one of this university’s greatest supporters for more than a quarter of a century.”

He added, “Donald joined our governing body in 1975 and made a huge contribution to the development of the university in a number of posts, most notably as chairman of the governors from 1986 to 1991. 

At the time of his death Donald was chairman of our library trust and a Fellow of the university, and was continuing to render immensely valuable service to the institution with his customary wisdom and good humour.

Donald was a personal benefactor to the university and was enormously generous with his time and support. His sage advice and observations were very helpful to me - and I am sure my predecessor Dr Harry Cuming, who was principal during Donald’s chairmanship of the board, will have valued his involvement even more.

Donald was ever most modest and self-effacing in his work, and I believe that it is only now that he is gone that the university – and indeed all who had the good fortune to work with him – will realise the full extent of our collective loss.”

Donnie is survived by his wife Greta, their children, and three surviving grand-children.
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