Alexander Warden

Alexander Warden, author of Warden’s Burgh Laws was born in 1810. He was a very well known amateur historian and this important work was composed in his spare time. Although, as Convenor, he had access to many documents not available today, not all of his statements are historically accurate, but for a general picture of the Trades in his time his book is recognised as the main authority. He spent his early years in Kinettles in Strathmore and was educated at the Parish School there. At the age of 15, he entered in office of P. H. Thomas, the agent for the National Bank. After his apprenticeship, Warden secured an appointment with Balfour & Meldrum, one of Dundee’s bigger merchant houses.

He was obviously very ambitious, because in 1833, at the age of only 23, he set up in business as a linen manufacturer in a factory in Wellington Street. He also had in his employment many handloom weavers in Glamis district. He was active in the installation of new machinery and it was later said that to the improvement and development of the trade Mr Warden gave great attention and in this connection it may be stated that he was among the first to manufacture jute carpets, and in 1851 took out a patent for printing designs on the cloth. 

The Cox family in Lochee were also pioneers and ended up very wealthy. Warden was less fortunate. In 1852 there was a disastrous fire which resulted in heavy loss to him and that was when he turned his mind to more literary pursuits. In 1851 a Dundee Trade Report Association was formed and issued weekly reports on trade in the locality. In 1855 they published a substantial volume of Import and Export figures and prices entitled Statistics of the Linen Trade. It’s weekly newsletter was entitled Prices Current and Trade Report. It first appeared on 26th March 1851, being edited by Alexander Buist, secretary of the Trade Report Association. The next report that is known is dated 1870, by which time Alexander Warden had replaced Alexander Buist.

Warden died in Amona Villa, Strand Town, Belfast in 1892

At Dundee the second day of March 1892

At a Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the clerk’s Office at seven o’clock P. M.

Convener Paul in the Chair

The Meeting resolved to record in the Minutes an expression of their regret at the death of two of the oldest Members of the Nine Trades Mr Tomas Cuthbert who died on the 22nd Ulto. aged 90, and Ex Convener Warden who died on the 24th aged 82.

Mr warden joined the Trades in 1848. After filling the Offices of Boxmaster and Deacon of the Bonnetmaker Trade he was in 1867 elected Convener of the Nine Trades. In addition to other Books Mr Warden published in 1872 a Work on the Burgh Laws which contained an Exhaustive Account of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.

…Both Mr Cuthbert and Mr Warden took a warm interest in the Nine Trades and their loss is much regretted by the Members of the General Fund Court.
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