Thomas Winton

25th July 1949

Well Known Dundee Timber Merchant

Mr Tomas Winton, well-known Dundee timber Merchant died suddenly yesterday afternoon. He collapsed in the garden of his home at 8, Greenfield Place. He was 73.

Mr Winton’s Firm was Thomas Winton Ltd. Seabraes Sawmill Dundee. Nearly 60 years ago he entered the business founded by his Uncle Mr Thomas Winton. At that time the sawmill was on the Esplanade, close to the Tay Bridge and was known as Tay Bridge Sawmill.

Gutted by fire in 1898, the new mill was erected at Seabraes on a site formerly known as “Rollo’s Pier” and containing one of the City’s earliest known football pitches.

In addition to his own business, which he conducted in conjunction with his two sons, Mr Winton was also Managing Director of Messers J. & J. Gray Ltd., Undertakers and Joiners. 

Regarded as a Timber Expert

In 1935, he bought a walnut tree blown down by the gale in Balmerino Abbey, which was planted in 1566 by Mary Queen of Scots. A London firm bought some of the wood to panel the walls of Government Offices in Whitehall. A year ago Mr Winton presented a quaich made from the tree to Dundee City Police Cricket Club. The remnant of the tree was made into a chair presented recently to Dundee Public Library.

Mr Winton was a member of he Bonnetmaker’s Craft for many years. He gave long service as an elder of St Mark’s Parish Church.

A member of Dundee West Angling Club for over 20 years, his name appears on many club trophies.

He is survived by two sons and a married daughter.

Note: The chair is now kept in the McManus Galleries, Dundee, The Quaich is in Dundee City Police, Museum and a Gavel made from the same tree was presented to, and is used regularly by the Deacon of the Bonnetmaker Craft of Dundee.
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