Dan Carmichael

3rd March 1951

Notable Dundee Solicitor Dies

One of Dundee’s leading solicitors Mr Dan Carmichael died yesterday at his home 238 Arbroath Road. Mr Carmichael, who was 59, attended the Sheriff Court on Tuesday and was in his office as usual on Wednesday. He had a serious heart attack two years ago.

A native of Dundee, he was originally in the engineering trade, but forsook it for the law. In 1909 he entered the office of J. Grafton Lawson & Co. the firm of which he later became principal, and he was medallist in Scot’s Law at Dundee University College.

He went to Glasgow in 1916 to join the staff of Cowan Clapperton & Barclay, Solicitors, and qualified the following year. After a spell there, he returned to his old firm in Dundee and was made a partner in 1926, and took charge of the business on the death of Mr J. Grafton Lawson in 1933.

Throughout his long connection with the firm he was an eloquent pleader in Police and Sheriff courts and specialised in workman’s compensation cases. A month ago he was honoured by the Dundee branch of the Farmer’s Union in recognition of 24 years as Secretary. He also acted for his firm, in their capacity as Secretaries of Dundee Master Plasterer’s association and the Dundee branch of the Scottish Federation of Merchant Tailors. Mr Carmichael was also legal representative of Trade Unions ion the city.

Masonic Honours

A Masonic Honour, of which he was particularly proud, was his election in 1948 for a second five-year term as Grand Superintendent of the Royal Arch Chapter of Angus and Mearns. The previous year he installed the late Earl of Strathmore, brother of the Queen as a Royal arch Mason. He was a member of St. David’s, founder member of St Mary’s, and honorary member of the 15 other Chapters in the Province, the only Grand Superintendent to have actual membership of all 17 Chapters.

For many years Mr Carmichael was Secretary of the City of Dundee Lodge of the Ancient Noble Order of United Old Oddfellows (Bolton Unity) and a member of the Central Executive Committee for three years. His many other activities included membership of Lodge Bon Accord and also of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, the Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds and Pineapple Lodge of Free Gardeners. He was also a member of the Bonnetmaker Craft and the Guildry.

A Boys Brigade Officer for 21 years, Mr Carmichael was associated with Baxter Park, Panmure Street Congregational and Butterburn Churches. He resigned the Captaincy of the last named Company in 1935, owing to pressure of business.

In 1939 Mr Carmichael was made an FSA (Scot). During the war he was Deputy Divisional Air Raid Warden for the Western Area of the city.

Mrs Carmichael and a son, also in the legal profession survive.
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