2nd August 1968

Mr J. Duncan Dundas Dead

Mr J. Duncan Dundas, Chief Librarian and Curator of Museums and Art Galleries in Dundee from 1941 to 1949 died in Maryfield Hospital Dundee yesterday.

He was 84 and lived at 20 Whitehall Street.

His 53 years service with the libraries began as a counter boy at the age of 12. At that time there was only one Central Lending Library, the General Reading Room and Reference Library, and Museum and Galleries.

His service was unbroken through illness and his only absence from duty was when was on active service with the Royal Garrison Artillery during the First World War. 

Mr Dundas opened the Blackness Branch Library and was in charge there from 1909 until 1910.

He was sub-librarian in 1927, and succeeded the late Mr A. S. Webster as Chief Librarian and Curator in 1941.

On the Council

He was on the Council of the Scottish Museums Federation and a representative of that body of the Council of the Museums Association. A member of Dundee Committee of the Earl Haig Fund in 1949-50, he was also Director of the Dundee Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children; a member of Dundee Business Club; a Bonnetmaker and a member of Lodge Dundee St. Mary’s 149.

Mr Dundas was one of the early Dundee delegation to visit Orleans. He was an elder of Dundee Parish Church St Mary’s.

He was appointed a JP in 1943.

He was a member of the Balgay Bowling Club.

He is survived by Mrs Dundas and a son.
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