14th November 1989

Mr W. A. Findlay Dies

William A. Findlay, the founder of W. A. Findlay, Chartered Accountants King Street, died yesterday at the age of 84.

Mr Findlay was born at Glendoick Perthshire and moved to Longforgan at an early age when his father became headmaster at Longforgan Public School.

He attended Harris Academy, and after leaving school, worked in the Drawing Office of the former Caledon Engineering Company in Dundee, before joining the Chartered Accounts of Dickson & McIntyre, Meadowside, Dundee.

He left to form his own company in 1932 originally in 54 Commercial Street, then at 14 Cowgate from 1939 and at King Street until his retiral in the late 70’s.

During the war he became a Special Constable and was Inspector in charge of Lochee Division. He remained as a special Constable until 1966, his last duty being the official opening of the Tay Road Bridge by the Queen Mother.

Mr Findlay was a keen student of the old traditions of Dundee, particularly through the Nine Incorporated Trades. He was principally a member of the Bonnetmaker Craft, but was also an Ex-Deacon of the Hammerman and the Tailor Trades and the Baker’s corporation and a member of the Flesher Trade and the Guildry Incorporation of Dundee.

He was a founder and life member of Dundee Ski club, an Ex-President of the Western Club and Kincordie Fly Fishing Club, a member of the Ancient Masonic Lodge No 49 Dundee and an honorary member of St Andrew’s No 25.

He was a Director of Dundee High School from 1964 to 1983 representing the Nine Incorporated Trades.

He was also Secretary and Hon. President of Rossie Priory Cricket Club, an Ex-President of Dundee Business club and Secretary of Dundee Horticultural for many years.

He is survived by his wife Blanche and two sons.

Extract from the General Fund Court 7th May 1980

…The next item on the Agenda was the presentation to W. A. Findlay, the Ex-Auditor of the Nine Incorporated Trades. 

Convener McNab stated that Mr Findlay had given almost 20 years service as Auditor and had been the Trades’ representative for the Dundee High School for many years. He had given service of the highest quality.

He then presented M Findlay with a tobacco box with the symbols of the Nine Trades in plate inlaid therein. He wished Mr Findlay many years of happy smoking.

Ex-Auditor W. A. Findlay replied stating that this had taken him by complete surprise. He then enumerated the various Crafts which he had been a member of and stated he had made a lot of good friends and enjoyed working with all concerned. He stated that the previous Auditor was Alexander Tosh and when he gave up the Ex-Clerk Edward Simpson did not think it was proper to go outside the crafts for an Auditor. He felt it had been a great privilege for him to work with the Crafts and he had got a great deal of enjoyment through them. He thanked the members most profusely.
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