14th September 1972

William S. Fitzgerald 

He Pioneered Films in Schools

A former Dundee Headmaster, who was one of the first teachers to introduce films into the classroom, died yesterday in Maryfield Hospital.

William S. Fitzgerald 61, Johnson Avenue, was a former Headmaster of Tay Street School and Hawkhill School. He was 82.

Mr Fitzgerald was associated with Hawkhill School as both Second Master and Headmaster. He started school at Hawkhill and later moved to Blackness School and Harris Academy, before going to St. Andrew’s University and Training College.

His first appointment was at Carnoustie Public School and after two years, he moved to Morgan Academy, where he taught Science for three years. He then taught at Stobswell until 1929, when he moved to Brown Street as Second Master. He held similar posts at Cowgate, Tay Street and Hawkhill before returning to Tay Street as Headmaster in 1943.

 In May 1948, he was promoted to Headmaster of Hawkhill School, from which he retired in 1955.

During the war years he was in charge of Hawkhill pupils who had been evacuated to Montrose and also spent five months as Headmaster of Belmont Evacuation Camp. In 1958, Mr Fitzgerald returned to Tay Street School to take over as “Caretaker” Headmaster again until the school was closed later in the year.

A keen photographer, Mr Fitzgerald was the first teacher to make use of film as an educational aid. He was also responsible for establishing the first school film library and was a former librarian of the Dundee Education Authority’s Film Library. He was also Branch Secretary and Dundee Vice-President of the Scottish Education Film Association. In addition to hiring films, he made his own films, many of which were made during motoring trips around Dundee. Such was the merit of his work that he was highly commended by the Scottish Central Film Library, which requested the use of his films on several occasions.

He was an accomplished pianist and singer, and composed several hymns which were sung by his pupils at important school services.

Amateur theatricals was another of his loves and during his term at Tay Street he produced “Snow-white and the Seven Dwarfs” in the Little Theatre.

Mr Fitzgerald was a member of Downfield Golf Club and Dudhope Bowling Club for many years. He was President of the Dundee club in 1949. He was also a member of the Bonnetmaker Craft.

Mr Fitzgerald is survived by his wife, also a former teacher in the city.
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