7th October 1960

Mr David W. Gray Dead

Mr David W. Gray, Managing Director of Phins Ltd, Nethergate, Dundee died yesterday.

He was one of the city’s best known businessmen and a former Town Councillor. Mr Gray had not been in good health for some time. He was last at business some three weeks ago. He was 66 and died at his home 287 Strathmartine Road.

He was proud of being a ‘Forfar Loon’. Apprenticeship to an ironmonger preceded his move to Dundee, where in 1914, he joined the go-ahead business of Phins, under the late Lord Provost Sir John Phin. That was in the former Murraygate business.

Mr Gray pioneered its China and Glass Department. A keen businessman he became joint Managing Director, when Phins Ltd. acquired the firm in 1925. He took over as Managing Director four years later.

Many Improvements

When the firm moved into their present Nethergate premises in 1935, many improvements were carried out under Mr Gray’s direction. A former Chairman of the Scottish Council of the National Federation of Ironmongers, he was installed as President of the National Federation – the highest honour in the trade – in 1958, and held office for a year. Mr Gray spared time from his busy commercial life to play a leading part in community services of various kinds. He served for two years from 1952 in Dundee Town Council as a Progressive member for Downfield Ward.

Elder and Freemason

He was Deacon of the Hammerman Craft, an elder of Clepington Church, Freemason and was formerly well known as a bowler.

Other activities included, Hon. Vice-President of the Scottish Commercial Traveller’s Association, Director of the Moncur memorial Home for the Aged and Chairman of Dundee’s Own Exhibition. He was a member of the Bonnetmaker Craft of the Nine Incorporated Trades and the Guildry.

During the First World War, Mr Gray served with the Artillery. In the last War his public service included being a leading figure in Civil Defence. He was Divisional Air Warden for the Northern Area of Dundee.

Mr Gray is survived by his wife, daughter and two sons.

Miss Aileen W. Gray MA was recently appointed superintendent of Dundee High School. Mr Angus R. Gray MA is on the staff of Harris Academy and Alastair K. Gray is with the Gurkha Rifles at Barakpore, India.
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