28th April 1990

James Hardie Dies at 91

Ex-Bailie James Dunbar Hardie died in his sleep yesterday at Fernbrae Private Clinic in his 92nd year.

Mr Hardie was the second son of Mr & Mrs John Mills Hardie, of Hardie & Smith Ltd., Jute Manufacturers, Baltic Works in Annfield Road, Dundee.

Mr Hardie served in the Royal Flying Corps from 1917 to 1919 as a pilot.

He married Frances Mary Fleming, the third daughter of Mr & Mrs Edward W. Fleming, who had an ironmongers business in the Overgate.

After the First World War, he joined his Uncle Edward Parker, in the Leather Manufacturing Business in Artillery Lane, Tay Street, Dundee and took over the business in 1922. 

He was prominent in Dundee Rotary Club circles, being a past President and was responsible for the first Christmas tree to be put up in the City Square in December 1952.

Prior to that he was very much involved in the Second World War in hospitality under the auspices of Dundee Rotary Club, for service men and women and ran for many years the forces dances in the Marriott Hall. 

He served on the Town council for six years and became Convener of the Transport Department at a time when the first one-man operated bus experiment was tried out in Dundee. The equipment for this test came from the United States through the friendship he had with Mr Chick Allan, President of the National Cash Register Company.

This same friendship provided an introduction to Mr A. L. Freidlander, President of the Dayton Tyre and Rubber Company Ltd., of Dayton, Ohio, which resulted in Dayco Rubber (UK) Ltd., now Day International (UK) Ltd., setting up a manufacturing plant at Balgray Street in Dundee.

He was a keen angler and won many competitions in the Dundee West End Angling Club and Dundee Angling Club. He was Honorary President of Dundee West End Angling Club and an Honorary Member of Dundee Angling Club.

His elder son, Mr John Mills Hardie died last year, and he is survived by his wife, daughter Mrs F. E. Scott, wife of the late Hubert G. Scott and son Sir Douglas Hardie.
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