28th March 1956

Director of Dundee Firm Dead

Mr William Burns

Mr William Burns, a director of Burns & Harris Ltd. Printers & Stationers 112 Nethergate and 14 Long Wynd, Dundee died suddenly at his home 3 Norwood Terrace, yesterday. He was 69.

Mr Burns, who had been in ill health for a number of years was at business on Friday and attended the football match at Dens Park on Saturday. 

A son of the late Mr W. Burns, founder of the business, he started out on an apprenticeship in the office of the Victoria Spinning Company, but later joined his father’s business. He became a Director in 1920. His brother, Mr Arthur M. Burns, who has now retired because of ill health, and Mr William Harris were appointed to the Directorate at the same time.

Mr Burns served with the Royal Army Veterinary Corps from 1916 to 1918.

He was well known in sporting circles. For many years he was a member of Dundee West End Tennis club and he and Mr Erle D. Nicoll, were winners of the Midlands Double Championship on many occasions. He also took part in representing games for Midlands. In later years he turned to angling and won national and international honours. He was three times club champion of the West End Club and twice champion of Loch Leven. He was also a member of Balgay Bowling Club and at one time of Rosemount golf Club. He was a member of St Enoch’s Church.

He is survived by his wife and two sons, Mr William Burns, Junior and Mr Myles Burns, both directors of the firm.
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