3rd October 2002

Mr William Smith dies

Mr William Smith (Will) Smith, who spent almost 60 years at the helm of a Dundee-based family shoe merchant’s firm, has died. He was 86.

Mr Smith was born in Dundee and raised at the family home in Albany Road, West Ferry.

He attended primary at Dundee High School before moving to Dalhousie Preparatory School and finally to Fettes College in Edinburgh.

At the age of 18 he joined the family firm of William Smith (Shoe Merchants) Ltd. where he set about learning the business and travelling between the company’s many stores throughout Scotland.

When war intervened in 1939 Mr Smith immediately signed up and became a captain in the Royal Army Service Corps. He was captured at Tobruk in North Africa.

At the end of hostilities he rejoined that family firm. In 1956 he was appointed joint managing director alongside his cousin Ogilvy Smith

He remained in the position until stepping aside in 1986 when his son Paul took over the post.

Mr Smith was retained as a director, and latterly a consultant with the company until 1998.

He had a great love for the outdoors and was a long-time member of Loch Earn Sailing Club. He was also a keen golfer and was a member of St. Fillans and Panmure. He was also a member of Panmure Rugby Club for a long time. 

Mr Smith is survived by his wife Phyllis, whom he married in 1940, his son Paul and grandsons Stuart and Adam.
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