25th January 1962

Dundee Man’s Career of Public Service

Ex-Bailie William Clark

Ex-Bailie William Clark, former Master Butcher, who served on Dundee Town Council for 12 years, died in hospital.

Mr Clark, who lived at 147a Arbroath Road, was 78.

He was a son of the late Mr John M. Clark, who was a butcher in Hilltown for 55 years.

After an apprenticeship in the trade, Bailie Clark headed, at the age of 19, for South Africa. For 16 years he worked at his trade in Durban, spending holidays in visits to practically every city in the country. 

As goalkeeper of Forfarshire FC of Durban – composed of Angus and Dundee exiles – he completed a memorable tour on 1905.

Back to Dundee

Returning to Dundee to take up business in Union Street, he embarked on a career of public service, which had brought him several appointments.

In 1933, he became the first Flesher Convener of the Nine Incorporated Trades since 1795.

He was an ex-Deacon of the Craft and a former Chairman of the Dundee Master Flesher’s Association, and a former President of the National Federation of Meat Traders.

He succeeded Sir William High as representative to Dundee Harbour Trust in 1934, and four years later was appointed Lord Dean of Guild, into which he was re-elected annually until 1944. In that year he retired from business. His second spell on the Dundee Town Council was a sequel to years of work in the interests of Dundee Ratepayer’s Association. He was elected for Ward II in 1947 as a Moderate councillor.

Before his retiral from the Council in 1953, he served as a Magistrate, as Convener of the Markets & Baths and Chairman of the Libraries Committee.

He still found time for other forms of service, as a Director of the Dundee Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, the Orphan Institution and a member of the Panel of the Soldiers, Sailors and Airman’s Help society.

Mr Clark was an elder of Clepington Church and a member of Maryfield bowling Club. He had been ill for only a short period.

He is survived by his wife and two daughters.
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