8th February 1960

Colonel H. M. Smail Dead

Colonel Herbert M. Smail 28, Farington Street, a well-known former Dundee architect and distinguished Territorial Army Officer died in a nursing home yesterday. 

He was 69 and had been in ill health for some time. About three years ago he retired from business and public life. Colonel Smail spent two periods of his life in German prison camps – two years during the First World War and five years during the last War. He was a Broughty Ferry man, the younger son of the late Mr & Mrs Adam Smail. He was educated at Dundee High School, Dundee Technical College and later studied at the Glasgow School of Art.

Prisoner of War

In the 1914-18 war, he was a Second Lieutenant in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry. 

Later he served on the repatriation staff in Berlin and Copenhagen.

Returning to civilian life, Colonel Smail formed the firm of Messers Mill & Shepherd, Architects in South Tay Street, of which he became principal. He was a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British architects. 

He joined the 51st (Highland) Division Royal Engineers (TA) in 1921 and was instrumental in forming the 237th Field company Royal Engineers.

He was in command of that unit from 1923 until 1935, when he was appointed Commander of the 51st (Highland) Divisional Engineers with the rank of Lieut-colonel.

In the last war he commanded the 51st division Royal Engineers and was again taken prisoner in 1940. He was liberated by American forces in 1945.

Deputy Lieutenant

Colonel Smail was awarded the O. B. E and in 1947, he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for the County of the City of Dundee.

He was a former Chairman of the City of Dundee Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association, and a former Vice-President of the joint County of Angus and City of Dundee Territorial and Auxiliary Forces association. 

He was an Honorary Colonel of the Royal Engineers (Territorial) Association and a former President of the Royal Engineers Old Comrades Association (Dundee & Angus). 

Colonel Smail took a keen interest in city affairs and in 1950 he became President of Dundee Ratepayers and Electors Association. He held this office for some years. 

He was also a member of the Bonnetmaker’s and Hammerman Crafts.

He is survived by Mrs Smail and their daughter Mrs William Moir Robertson, Broughty Ferry.

Colonel Smail’s only son Colin was killed in a flying accident in Suffolk in 1951. He was a Pilot Officer in the RAF
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