John Anderson

Born in 1795 John Anderson for many years acted as Joint Town Clerk was born in 1795, his father William having been brewer.

He was one of six sons and six daughters.

He received a liberal education in the public schools of Dundee and obtained his legal diploma at the University of Edinburgh.

He started his own business as a lawyer in the town and as a supporter if the Liberal Party took a determined stand against the old system of self-election in the Town Council.

Because of his advocacy of Liberal causes, and to show their confidence in him and to mark their appreciation he was elected to various important clerkships connected with Incorporations within the borough. He was clerk to the Three United Trades. In September 1830 they presented him with a handsome piece of silver plate as a token of their appreciation of his public services to the town as well as his work as Clerk of the Incorporation. 

He was also elected Clerk of the Hammerman Trade - one of the most wealthy and important of the Nine Trades Incorporation.

 In 1848 he was elected Clerk to the Guildry Incorporation which office he held until his death. 

In 1824 upon the establishment of the Joint Stock Building Company he was appointed Secretary to the Company and held that office until his death.

In July 1828 he was elected Police Commissioner for the 11th Ward. After the disenfranchisement of the burgh, the Privy Council remitted by poll warrant to the Burgessses and heritors to elect a new Town Council. Mr Anderson was elected one of the Merchant councillors and elected Guild Councillor.

In 1833 he was elected First Bailie and within a few months afterwards he and Mr Barrie, assistant Town Clerk were appointed a deputation to attend the High Court of Justiciary to answer for the cleanliness and want of accommodation of the Dundee Jail. They succeeded in satisfying the Lord Justice Clerk with their assurances of reform, and his Lordship expressed himself pleased with the apparent anxiety of the Corporation to meet the demands of the High Court- and well he might seeing that the meeting of Council had been called on receipt of an express on Sunday morning, and that the deputation had to be in Edinburgh the following day.
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