James Fenton

15th October 1951

Noted Dundee Solicitor Dead

Mr James Fenton, noted Dundee solicitor and public personality, with numerous interests, died at his home ‘The Croft’ Albany Road, West Ferry, on Saturday night. 80 years of age, he had been in failing health for some time.

A native of Forfar, he was a son of the late Treasurer John L. Fenton of the county town.

Educated at Forfar Academy, he entered his law apprenticeship with Messers A. & J. W. Myles & co. Solicitors, Forfar.  He qualified as a Solicitor in 1896 at Edinburgh University. In Edinburgh, he also took a course in agriculture at Heriot Watt College in connection with Estate Management.

In 1899, he went to Dundee as managing assistant to Messers Andrew Hendry & Sons and became a Partner in 1906. The firm name was altered to Hendry & Fenton in 1916.

His son Mr Nigel M. Fenton was made a partner in 1923 and Mr James Fenton became senior partner in 1928, on the death of Mr Andrew Hendry.

Legal Adviser

Mr Fenton acted as legal adviser to many commercial and industrial concerns in Dundee and was connected with the formation of Jute Industries Ltd., in 1921, of which company Messers Hendry & Fenton are Solicitors.

He was also the trusted adviser to many local and county families.

Among his many appointments, Mr Fenton was joint Clerk and Factor, along with his son to the governors of the Morgan Trust, and joint Clerk to the Flesher’s Incorporation, Hammerman Incorporation of Dundee and joint Secretary of the Dundee & District Master Butchers Association, Snaigo Estates Ltd. and Glenquaich Estates Ltd. 

Messers Hendry & Fenton are the agents for several Charitable Trusts including the Lochee Trust for Women, the Moncur Memorial Fund, the Alexander Cameron Trust, the Janet Henderson Mortification and Andrew Moore Trust.

He conceived the idea of the Moncur Memorial Home for the Aged, Pine Grove, Perth Road Dundee and brought it to fruition. He was a Trustee and Chairman of Directors, Messers Hendry & Fenton being Secretary’s and Treasurers to the Home. Much of the success of the Home is due to his untiring efforts.

Mr Fenton was also a Local Director of Northern Assurance Co. ltd., Chairman and Director of Alexander Moncur & Son Ltd., Director of Tayside Property Co. Ltd and Assynt Trading Company Ltd.

He was governor of Dundee University College.

Work for Monifieth

He had a meritorious record for Municipal work in Monifieth where he lived for many years. He entered the Town Council there in 1902 and held various Convenerships, becoming Provost in 1909.

He successfully led the opposition to the proposed amalgamation of Monifieth and Broughty Ferry with Dundee in 1913.

There was great enthusiasm in Monifieth over the result and Mr Fenton’s services were recognised when he was the Guest of Honour at a public dinner.

He was a Justice of the Peace for the County of Angus.

Despite the many calls upon his time, he did not neglect sport.  He originated and was President of Monifieth Curling Club. He also played an important part in the development of Monifieth Golf Course and was Chairman of the committee of Management for a time.

He was an Ex-captain of the Grange Golf Club.

Mr Fenton was also a Past-President of Monifieth Bowling Club and took an active interest in the affairs of Broughty Ferry bowling club.

He was a former Office-Bearer of Monifieth South Church and was a member of East Church, Broughty Ferry.

On the Bench

In 1939, Mr Fenton was appointed Hon Sheriff-Substitute for Perth and Angus to act at Dundee, and the same year he was appointed Vice- President of the Scottish Law Agent’s Society and in that capacity attended it’s 55th Annual Meeting, held in the Victoria’s Art Galleries Dundee.

In 1942 and in 1943, he was Dean of the Faculty of Procurators and Solicitors in Dundee.

For many years he was Editor of one of the many official publications of the Scottish Law Agents.

Mr Fenton is survived by his wife and two sons, Mr Nigel M. Fenton and Mr John W. B. Fenton who resides in Toronto.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee
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