Ex- Bailie James Lockhart

4th May 1940

Well Known Business Man

Ex-Bailie James Lockhart died last night at his home ‘ Elmwood’, South Road, Lochee.

Mr Lockhart had been ill for about a fortnight and bronchial pneumonia became acute last weekend.

He was in his 70th year. For nine years from 1924 Mr Lockhart represented the first ward on Dundee Town Council.

His many business interests included Maxwell’s (Dundee) Ltd., electrical engineers, Kinnaird Picture House, and Camus Theatre. He was chairman of Directors in each case.

Ex-Bailie Lockhart was one of the best  ‘kent’ and most popular men in Dundee. His vigorous forthright personality allied to an ever-present sense of humour gained for him a host of friends. 

A Glasgow man, he came to Dundee in 1901 to assist his brother-in-law, the late Treasurer William Frain in the management of his china business in Castle Street. Four years later Mr Lockhart entered into partnership with Mr David Maxwell of Messers Maxwell Son & Co. Electrical and Motor Engineers, St Andrew’s Street an when Mr Maxwell left for Australia in 1909, Mr Lockhart continued the business.

Built King’s Theatre.

In 1908, Mr Lockhart along with several other businessmen built the King’s Theatre at a cost of £44,000. He remained a director of the company until 1928. He had been a director of Kinnaird Picture House since 1919.

Mr Lockhart was a member of Masonic Lodge Forfar & Kincardine (No 225) and founder member of Lodge St Mary (No 1149).

He was a great friend of Sir Harry Lauder and had the privilege of of hearing many of Sir Harry’s songs before he sang them in public.

One of Mr Lockhart’s hobbies was painting. He had a collection of over 30 portraits in oils from his own Cresh of well-known Dundonians. He was a member of Liff Church. He was President of Lochee Horticultural Society and a Vice-President of Dundee Horticultural Society.

Ex-Bailie Lockhart is survived by Mrs Lockhart, one son and two daughters.
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