W. Moir Scott

W. Moir Scott Dead

May 30th 1938

A notable figure in Jute Industry. Widespread Public Services

Friends over a wide area mourn the death on Saturday of Mr W. Moir Scott, noted figure in Dundee Jute Industry, former President, Chamber of Commerce and well known in the public life of the city.

He underwent an operation in a city nursing home about a fortnight ago and for several days had been critically ill. He resided at Breaknowe, Blackness Road.

Talented and popular Mr Moir Scott had a notable career. He passed away in the prime of life, his 52nd birthday was last Monday.

Only a month ago on - April 24th – Mr and Mrs Moir Scott celebrated their silver wedding. Their family consists of one son and four daughters.

Chamber President

Of a modest disposition Mr Scott was not inclined toward positions of public prominence. It was only after great persuasion that he agreed to accept the Presidency of the Chamber of Commerce -  in a post for which he was well fitted - by reason of his ability and his standing in the city’s staple trade.  He was the first member of the Scott family – one of the leading names in the Jute Industry – to become President of the Chamber. 

He was well known in Braemar district where he had spent many holidays. His activities covered a very wide range. He did much good on the boards of charitable institutions. He had a lengthy Territorial Army service, which began, when he was at college.

Honours Graduate

In the industrial world Mr Scott, who was the eldest son of the late Mr William Scott of Dryburgh and of Northlands, Blairgowrie, was a Director of James Scott & Sons Ltd., Merchants, Spinners, Jute and Linen Manufacturers, Hillbank Linen Works, Dura Works and Midwynd Works Dundee. His education began at Seafield House Broughty Ferry and he later attended Clifton College Bristol and Kings College Cambridge. While at Kings College he gained the honours degree in the mechanical science tripos.

His connection with James Scott & Sons Ltd., began in 1905, and in 1913 became a Director.

Able Speaker

Mr Scott’s variety of activities was reflected in the fact that he was a Director of the Dundee and Western Investment Trust Company Ltd., the New Brunswick Oil Company Ltd., the Maritime Oil Fields Ltd., and the Dundee Supply Company Ltd.

His interest in the Chamber of Commerce spread over a number of years and as President from 1931 until 1933, he proved himself an able chairman and a speaker of ability. He also served on the Directorate of the Chamber; and for years he had been their representative on the Harbour Board. 

Mr Scott was also a member of the Grand Council of the Federation of British Industries and in addition he was a member of the Transport Committee of that body.

Work for Charity

His work on behalf of charitable institutions was mainly devoted to the Royal Infirmary, Bannatyne Home of Rest, Victoria Hospital and the Dundee Institution for the Blind, having served on the Directors of each of these Institutions.

He was also a Trustee and Manager of Dundee Savings Bank. His Territorial Army service was a lengthy one. Whilst still at college he joined Gloucester Royal Engineers and later he was identified with the Cambridge detachment of the City of London Engineers.

Served in War

On returning to Dundee he joined with the City of Dundee Fortress Regiment Royal Engineers. In the war he served with the 2/4th Black Watch, but later re-joined the City of Dundee Fortress R.E., becoming Commandant of the Royal Engineers Tay Defences and later Officer Commanding 548 Field Company Royal Engineers. Subsequently Mr Scott was the Commandant of the Royal Engineers Syren Expeditionary Force in North Russia. He was demobilised in 1919.

Since the war he had been President of Dundee Branch of Royal Engineers Old Comrades Association.

An all round sportsman, he played rugby and cricket for Clifton College, and while at Kings College was an enthusiastic oarsman. He played rugby for the Panmure Club and cricket for Forfarshire. He was a member of Panmure Golf Club, Blairgowrie Golf Club, Braemar Golf Club and Camperdown Estate Curling Club. 

Mr Scott was a member of Ryehill Church. He was a justice of the peace. 

Mrs Scott is a daughter of the late Dr Alexander Campbell.

Pulpit Tribute

Tribute to Mr Moir Scott were paid by the Reverend Dr George Blair at the forenoon service in Ryehill Church yesterday.

Dr Blair said the name of Scott had been very intimately with the history of that Church to Mr Moir Scott, both as child and man he lived in close fellowship with Ryehill.

A Director of one of the largest business firms in this city, Mr Scott had yet found time for many other interests and gave ungrudgingly of his services to many boards connected with the social and benevolent work of Dundee. A man of warm hearted and generous impulses, proctor among his fellow men, efficient and practical in any service he rendered there was scarcely a public board connected with any good cause in which he had not served at one time or another.

Among old comrades in ex-service circles Mr Scott was held in the warmest affection.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.
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