22 August 1995

Well Known in Jute Trade

A well known figure in the jute trade in the UK, Mr Allan Strachan, a Director of Dundee based Jute Merchants D. Pirie & Co. (1931) Ltd., has died suddenly aged 62.

Mr Strachan suffered a heart attack while in the garden of his home in Strathern Road.

Born and educated in Forfar, Mr Strachan first joined the jute trade after leaving school, when he joined Craik’s as an office apprentice. After National Service in the RAF, he went to India in the 1950’s where he worked first with Mill Owners Jardine Henderson and then merchanting  company Hoare Millar.

In 1967 Mr Strachan returned to the UK and joined the London office of D. Pirie Ltd. He then went to Dacca in the then east Pakistan to represent Pirie’s there.

In 1970, he returned to the company’s London office and in 1971, moved north to the office in Dundee.

He was made a Director in 1978.

Mr Strachan was a member of the Weaver’s Craft of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee, the United Kingdom Jute Goods Association and the Jute Importers Association.

His main hobby was gardening.

He is survived by his wife Shirley, the couple’s son Malcolm and daughter Rhonda, and another son Allan from a previous marriage.
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