Alexander H. Brown

19th September 1934

Veteran Dundee Man Dead

Link with days when water was sold by the pail

A well known figure in the east end of Dundee was removed yesterday by the death of Mr Alexander H. Brown, formerly manager to Baxter Brothers & Co. Ltd., Dens Works.

He had been confined to bed only since Friday. 

Mr Brown who resided at 24 Baldovan Terrace was 90 years of age.

He began work as a boy of 12 and rose to be manager over the lower and upper factories – a position which he held until his retiral ten years ago. He had then completed 68 years service with Baxter Brothers & Co. Ltd.

Mr Brown was one of the Trustees in handing over the property now site of St Andrew’s Church from the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee to the Church of Scotland. He had been an Elder of the church for about 40 years.

 Throughout his life he took an active interest in property and buildings. For more than 50 years he was a Director of the Caledonian Investment Building company.

Mr Brown was a native of Dundee and, having an excellent memory, he could recount incidents which occurred in the city in the 50’s of the last century. He was one of the few citizens who could recall the days when a five-foot stream coursed down Princes Street and Albert Street. Known as Stobswell burn it was a frequent cause of flooding in Dura Street. Often the burn dried up and the wells held no water for the householders.

Mr Brown was wont to tell of the cart, which came from Lochee with water to be sold at a halfpenny a pail. The Lochee water proved softer than Dundee water, so the Lochee variety was habitually bought for tea making.

Mr Brown who was a widower is survived by three daughters. 
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