George Mealmaker

George Mealmaker can also be claimed as a famous or infamous Dundee weaver, although he does not appear in the Weaver's Lockit Book. However his father John became a free master in 1764 and was recorded as son of the late George Meallmaker, (spelling was down to the Scrivener) Weaver in Dundee. The Weaver's Lockit Book was not opened until 1761, by which time the first George had died.

George Mealmaker was a Dundee weaver living in the Seagate and achieved notoriety as a political agitator.

He was born in 1768 and in his early twenties became involved with two radical organisations, the “Society of the Friends of Liberty” and the “Society of United Scotsmen”. He acted as Courier for these Societies delivering correspondence and circulating so called ‘seditious literature.’

In July 1793 he published a pamphlet advocating voting rights for all citizens. His campaigning antagonised the authorities and he was eventually arrested and charged with the crime of sedition. 

He was tried at the High court of Edinburgh, found guilty and sentenced to be transported to Australia for 14 years.

George Mealmaker travelled on the convict ship Royal Admiral and arrived at Sydney, Australia on November 1800.

In august 1803 he was granted 4 years conditional emancipation by the Governor of New South Wales and appointed superintendent of the female linen and woollen-weaving factory at Parramatta near Sydney. He justified the garrison's faith in him by increasing the number of looms and extending the variety of fibres produced.

There is currently action in Australia to erect a memorial to him to commemorate his contribution to the textile industry in the early days of the colonisation of Australia. 

There is also a special display in Abbot House Heritage Centre, Dunfermline including a model of Mealmaker.
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