David Scott

25th October 1926.

A veteran in the Dundee jute trade and one of its most prominent members Mr David Scott, head of James Scott & Sons Ltd., Jute Spinners and Manufacturers, Dundee died at his residence Burnside Alyth yesterday morning.

Mr Scott, who was in his 76th year, had been in failing health for some time, but he was able to pay a short visit to the office in Mid Wynd as late as a week past on Friday. A native of the city Mr Scott was a son of Mr James Scott one of the grand old men of the “Cowgate” in his day and the founder of the present firm. But the association of the family with the staple industry of the city went back further than this, the deceased’s grandfather having been prominently associated with it. After leaving school Mr Scott became connected with his father’ business and for half a century he had taken a leading part in its development. The establishments owned by the firm are Mid Wynd Works, and Hillbank works, the business being one of the largest in the city with over 2,000 workers.

It has extensive ramifications and is known all over the world where jute is sold. Besides the mills and factories in Dundee it has offices in London, Manchester, New York and Calcutta. A speciality of the firm is the manufacture of jute cloth for linoleum.

Mr Scott had excellent qualifications for the control of such a big concern. Shrewd and farseeing, he was also a capital organiser and showed remarkable enterprise in advancing the interests of his firm.  He was very popular with his employees and in the Cowgate he was “held in high esteem”.

Mr Scott was a keen golfer and in his younger days was a fine exponent of the game. He was a member of the Panmure Club and also of the Blairgowrie Club. He took a keen interest in motoring from its earliest days and one of the first in the district to posses a car. 

Mr Scott was pre-deceased by his wife many years ago, and he is survived by two sons, Mr James Scott and Mr David Scott, both of whom are members of the firm.
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