27th December 1966

Former Chief Librarian

Mr Alexander Small

Mr Alexander Small, formerly Chief Librarian of Dundee, died yesterday aged 70 at his home 359 Srathmartine Road, Downfield. He had been ill for about three months.

He retired in 1961, after 51 years service with Dundee Public Libraries. He started as a 14 year-old message boy in 1910, and after progressing through the various branches, he was appointed Chief Librarian in 1949.

During his service, he helped to introduce the present open access system, replacing the old close access system, whereby people had to wait at the counter to choose their books from catalogues.

Mr Small also inaugurated the “Magic Carpet”, story telling circle, to promote reading in the younger generation.

Modern Methods

Modern methods of building up the Library were the use of the tape recorder and cine camera.

He took a leading part in the affairs of the Scottish Libraries association and was on the Board of Management of Ward Chapel.

Mr Small served with the Royal Scots and Machine Gun Corps in France and Germany during the First World War.

He is survived by Mrs Small and son Gordon. The elder son Ian, a former merchant navy officer died three months ago.

A brother, Mr Tommy Small, the former referee now resides in Motherwell.
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