31st August 1959

Mr S. Gillis Dies on Golf Course

Mr Samuel Gillis, a well-known figure in the furniture trade in Dundee died suddenly yesterday while playing golf at Bonnyton, Eaglesham, Renfrewshire.

He was about to play his third shot at the first hole when he collapsed. He was accompanied by his elder son Sydney M. Gillis, and two friends, Mr Sam Cohen and Mr Maurice Rosen.

A car was driven on to the course and Mr Gillis was taken back to the clubhouse. An ambulance was summoned, but Mr Gillis was found to be dead.

Aged 64, he was Managing Director of Fisher, Gillis & Co. Ltd., Wholesale Furniture Manufacturers and Retailers, Logie Works, 205 Brook Street, Dundee. The firm has a branch at 6, Johnston's Lane, West Port. A new branch at 130 High Street, Lochee was opened on Saturday.

Founded Firm

Mr Gillis hailed from Glasgow. Around 1912, he went to the U. S. A. and served in the American Army in the First World War.

Soon after his return to Scotland he took up residence in Dundee, working with Messers Tomas Justice & Sons Ltd. In 1921, he founded his own firm. Mr Gillis was President of Dundee Hebrew Congregation, a position he held for 25 years. He was a member of Dundee Chamber of Commerce.

He was a member of Masonic Lodge St David (78) and a Past Principal of the Royal Arch. He played golf regularly over Downfield course.

He lived at 5a, Glamis Drive, Dundee and is survived by his wife and two sons, Mr Sydney and Mr Harold, who are both directors of the firm.

Last night, Mr Sam Cohen said Mr Gillis was in good spirits when the party of four set out from Dundee at 8 a.m. yesterday on their golf outing. They were to be playing singles with business acquaintances of Mr Gillis and had coffee in the clubhouse before teeing off. Mr Gillis was going to Southport on holiday on Wednesday.
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