Reverend Harcourt Morton Davidson 

Extract from the Minutes of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee in Tribute to the Reverend Harcourt Morton Davidson the Chaplain to the Trades.

Tuesday, the Eighth day of June, Nineteen Hundred and Twenty Six.

“Before proceeding with the business of the meeting, Convener Loggie referred to the loss sustained by the Trades through the death of their Chaplain and in the course of his remarks he said ‘we meet tonight under a cloud – heavy and dark. The Almighty has seen fit to remove by death from this sphere of labour our beloved and revered Chaplain.

“That he highly appreciated his sacred office of Chaplain to the Nine Incorporated Trades was made abundantly apparent by his diligence in duty and his untiring efforts to become personally acquainted with and, if necessary, help and advise, every member of the various Crafts

“And now, although he has gone from us and we shall never again hear his voice, the ear of remembrance pierces the veil that divides and illumines the memories of his beautiful life, his wise words and his humble bearing. We shall live in the light of those memories.

“He was mentally and physically a man of towering strength but with  all full of tenderness, compassion and benevolence. He had the heart and courage of a lion yet he lived the life of humility and gentleness as exampled by the Great Master whom he so faithfully followed and served. We can surely say of our departed Chaplain ‘He has fought a good fight’. Our assurance to Mrs Davidson is that we share her deep sorrow and great loss and we extend to her our most sincere sympathy.”

In a minute of the general Fund Court dated 14th September 1818, Messers James Gibson of Ingliston and James Burnes, Dean of Guild of Montrose were both appointed as Honorary Freemen of the Trades “as a mark of esteem in which the Trades held these Gentlemen for their public spirited conduct in the late Convention of Royal Burghs”. There is no corresponding entry in any of the individual Locked Books of the Trades.
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