Colonel J. S. Matthews

11th February 1935

Death of Pioneer of Scottish Motor Industry

Dundee Man’s notable Career

Distinguished War Record of Colonel J. S. Matthew

The death took place at Manor House, Sutton Coldfield Warwickshire after a comparatively short illness of Colonel J., S. Matthew CMG, DSO who was well known in Dundee and who was a pioneer in the Scottish Motor Industry.

Colonel Matthew began his commercial career in the office of Messers Lamb & Scott Dundee and afterwards joined the staff of Messers Moore & Weinburg, Flax and Yarn Merchants, India Buildings where he was engaged for 12 years.

Entering the pneumatic tyre industry in it’s early days he founded the Scottish Tyre company in Glasgow, this company becoming shortly afterwards a licensee of the Dunlop Rubber Company. In 1906 it was absorbed by the Dunlop Company the management of which, in Scotland was taken over by Colonel Matthew. In 1908 he was selected by the Directors, Debenture Holders and Shareholders and Creditors of the Argyle Motors Ltd to retrieve the fortunes of that company at Alexandria as Managing Director. He was invited to rejoin the Dunlop Company in 1914 intervened to prevent his rejoining until the spring of 1919.

Freedom of London

Following his admission to the Freedom and Livery of the Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights, Colonel Matthew was honoured with the Freedom of London.

He was one of the senior officials of the Dunlop Company and was well known in the motor car and Ariel industries. Possessed of an inventive faculty, he was responsible for wheels in the motor carriage industry. 20 years ago he introduced the present system of four wheel brakes in a single valve engine.

Commencing his military career, he was the means of forming the cyclist section of the 3rd Dundee Royal Highlanders under the late Colonel W. Smith. At the time of his death he was Honorary Colonel of the 52 Lowland) Divisional Train which he had commanded during the Great War.

30 years ago as an officer of the 9th H.L.I. he took part in developing of the use of the cycle for army purposes and 10 years later in collaboration with the Officer Commanding the London Scottish successfully formed an experimental Mechanical Transport Column.

War Honours

Serving in Egypt, Serbia, Macedonia, Palestine, France and Belgium during the great war he was four times mentioned in dispatches and awarded the C.M.G., The D.S.O. and the order of the White Eagle (with swords) and was promoted to the substantive rank of Colonel.

Prior to the war he was a military member of Territorial Association – City of Glasgow. Edinburgh and County of Lanark – and was awarded the Territorial Decoration in 1913. 

Nine months before the outbreak of war he had organised the Motor Industry of Scotland for service in National Emergency and for which he received the thanks of the Army council.

One of the pioneers of motoring he was elected a life member of Middlesex Automobile Club.

He was a member of the Sutton Coldfield Town Council and was a Vice-President of the local branch of the British Legion.

Colonel Matthew who was about 70 years of age is survived by his widow, two sons and a daughter. His sister Mrs W. Ramsay resides in Wormit.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee
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