Alexander Wedderburn

Note: From the Council Book of Charters and Documents.

The Nine Incorporated Trades held an important place in the management of the municipal affairs of Dundee for ages. They had to be consulted by the Council and be parties to all acts of an important nature, particularly regarding finance and property; and in the well known proceedings for deposing Mr Wedderburn from the office of Town Clerk for espousing the Jacobite cause in 1715, Mr Wedderburn, on being cited to appear before the council to answer the charge, enquired at the officer whether all the Deacons of Trades were present, and on being told that one was absent, he declined to appear. This right held by the Trades was not enjoyed by the Three United Trades, whose seals of cause were of more recent date. TH General Convention of Royal Burghs on 
16th July 1818, “Having resumed consideration of the Petitions (to alter the sett of the Burgh) from the United Incorporations of Wrights, Mason, and Slaters of Dundee, and from the Incorporation of Masters and Seamen of that Burgh, the convention refused the said Petitions, in respect the Petitioners have no interest ion the political constitution of the Burgh” – (see No 150 of Inventory of Writs.) All these exclusive privileges, however have now been abolished, and the constitution of the Town Councils fixed by the Municipal Reform Act, 3 & 4 William IV., c 76 (28th August, 1833), modified as to the mode of Election by subsequent Acts of Parliament, principally by the 31 & 32 Vict., c108 (31st July, 1868); 33 & 34 Vict., c.92 (9th August,  1870), and the Ballot Act (18th July, 1872).

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee
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