Assorted Artefacts
From a Minute of the Trades Property Committee 17th January 1851

Copy of the plate Deposited in the South West Corner of the Trades Hall on the 23rd day of January 1851

~~~~~~The Plate ~~~~~~

Deposited herewith was found

A. D. 1851

When the ground Storey of the Building underwent

Considerable Alterations and improvements under

The superintendence of the following Committee

Appointed by the Trades viz.

Wm. Morris
Geo. Butchart

Bailie Spankie
David Davidson

Thos. Adamson
William Ferrier

Andw Benvie
James Murray

Wm Lawson

Chas. Edward Architect

Wm. Morris Convener

John Watson
Alexr. Watson

John Stirling
John Arklay

Jas. Smart
I. T. Fairweather

Jas. Feathers
John Stevenson

Jas. Sturrock

Deacons

David Rollo Clerk

Peter Thomson Boxmaster

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

On the Reverse side if the Plate is engraved

----------------------------------

Deposited

By

The Convener

A.D. 1851

P. H. Thoms Provost

Foundation Plaque

A. D. 1776

A Brass Plaque measuring 12.2cm .X 16.2cm.

Obverse: This Plate was Laid by Geo. Paterson Esq. Master of St David's Lodge.

Accompanied by the Lodges and Incorporated Trades.

Reverse: This building was erected by the managers of the General Fund of the Nine Trades of Dundee for the use of their Incorporations. A.D. 1776

Wm. Bisset Convr.

Alex Thain. Jn Mathers. Thos Blair. Jas. Ivory.

Math. Buist. Robt. Elder, Peter Will. Andw. Langlands. Alex Watt. (Deacons)

Geo Wilson. Treasr.

Alterations to Trades Hall Plaque.

Brass Plaque measuring 23cm. X 19cm. X 0.4cm.

Obverse: Deposited by The Convener. A. D. 1851. P. H. Thoms, Provost.

Reverse: The Plate Deposited herewith was found A. D. 1851 when the Ground storey of the building underwent extensive alterations and improvements, under the superintendence of the following committee appointed by the Trades, viz. Wm. Morris. Geo. Butchart. Bailie Spankie. David Davidson. Thos. Adamson. Wm Ferrier. Andrew Benvie. James Murray. Wm. Lawson.

Chas. Edward, Architect. Wm. Morris, Convener.

John Watson. Alex. Watson. John Stirling. John Arkley. Jas. Stewart. (Deacons).

David Rollo, Clerk. Peter Thomson, Boxmaster.

J. and C. Fenton Sc.

This Plate is now in custody of McManus Gallery.
In 2004 arrangements were made by the Trades Archivist to have these put on display in St Andrews Church Cloisters. McManus agreed to give us the Plates on temporary loan for at least five years.
Pirlie Pig.

The McManus Galleries house the Council Pirlie Pig .This is a beautifully crafted Pewter globular money box. It was made by David Gray in 1602. Gray was a Pewterer and a member of the Hammerman Craft. The 'Pig ' was used by the Council for keeping the fines imposed upon Councillors who did not attend council meetings. The money was used for the upkeep of the town church. See Hammerman file for further details.

Clock Face

Also housed in the McManus Galleries is the brass face of a clock.

This is the face of a clock made by James Ivory in 1785.

It was reputedly used in the Council Chamber and its purpose was to time the speeches made by the Councillors to ensure that they did not 'go on' too long.

I.A.D. investigation suggests that this has been wrongly attributed. This is the face of a “Tower Clock”, and in particular from the clock in St Andrew’s Church made by James Ivory, one of a very famous family of Clockmaker’s. A tower clock is a small clock at the base of a church tower, from which the main clock can be adjusted. The following is the inscription from the face.

James Blinshall, DD,

John Willison, MD,

William Morrison of Naughton Esq.

Baillies

John Jobson

William Marshal

Merchants


Mr Charles Jobson,
Mr William Mason,


Mr John Bell,
Mr Alex Thoms,


Mr Wil Mitchell,
Mr James Wright,


Mr D Sandieman,
Mr Alex Wright.

Conveeners

David Smart, Baker,

Andrew Jobson, Taylor,

William Bysset, Hammerman

Generously contributed towards the expense of this clock

JAMES IVORY DUNDEE FECIT 1774

See page 5 for a list of subscribers to the clock.

DUNDEE FARTHING

There is a Dundee Farthing in the possession of Denis Collins of the Guildry. On one side is the inscription “Dundee Farthing 1797” and the motto in Latin, which translated means “Thus we journey to wealth” and on the other side a facsimile of the Trades Hall. This is in fact a Trade Token stamped for J. Wright, Merchant in Dundee.

Dundee Wright, J.
No 10 D & H

Obverse: - A horse drawing a cart laden with two bales marked T.R and D.R. respectively. Legend "SIC ITUR AD OPES" with "WRIGHT DES" (Thus we journey to wealth) in the exergue.

Reverse: - Front view of a large building with a pointed pediment, spire and vane. Legend: - **DUNDEE FARTHING ** In the field 1797. In the Exergue, "TRADES HALL".

Edge: - Plain, struck in a collar.

Diesinker, Wyon: manufacturer, Kempson. One cwt. struck. Common. There is a similar token, D & H 40, dated 1796, but the reverse exergue reads in error "TRADES All" and only a few pounds were struck. there is a similar token D & H 41, with the same error, but dated 1797. This is rare.

Comments. Mr James Wright, Junior, designed many of the Scottish tokens, and was himself an ardent token collector. He wrote in introduction to Denton's Virtuoso's Companion,  from which it appears that he was a fellow of the Antiquarian Society of Scotland and Perth. He also wrote an introduction to Condor's work, but died before it was  published. Wright was apparently a merchant with a business in Dundee.

The Bales on the cart are labelled in the same way as in the halfpenny piece, No 9, and probably stand for the Tay Ropery and Dundee Ropery respectively. The horse is either on its way to or coming from the flax hackling establishment.

The reverse shows the Dundee Trades Hall, a massive building with a bold front and neat cupola, erected A.D. 1778 on the east side of the High Street; the lower part being shops and offices, while the upper rooms were reserved for numerous trade guilds and incorporated bodies of the town. Dundee was strong in its 'Guildry Incorporation' and the Hall was built at the expense of its "Nine Incorporated Trades." 

Before the erection of this building the trades assembled in the Houff, or burial ground!   

Extract from General Fund Court Minutes 5th March 1902

The Clerk produced the following letter from Messers W. C. Norrie & Son Whitehall Street Dundee.

“Dundee 29th March 1902

Sir,

We beg to ask your acceptance of the accompanying Copper Plate Engraving – 18th Century work – being a representation of St. Andrew’s Church Dundee; should it be deemed of sufficient interest to be placed among the other Antique Objects belonging to the Trades, or, of preferred to be hung on the wall of the Vestry of the Church.

The Writer was able to secure this recently from the District North East of Arbroath and shall be glad to find it thought worthy of being preserved.

We are Sir

Yours respectfully

(Signed) Wm. C. Norrie & Son”

he Meeting resolved to record in their Minutes an expression of their gratitude to Messers Norrie for their kind and interesting gift and further resolved that the Engraving shall be preserved in the Clerks Office along with a number of other objects of interest connected with the Corporation.

Rose Bowl

2nd November 1960

Extract from Minute Book

The Clerk the reported the presentation of a Rose Bowl which had been presented by the Trades to Mr Robert C. Walker who was Clerk of the Trades 1880 until 1913.
The Rose Bowl was put on view at the meeting and after a full discussion a small Committee was formed to ascertain if St Andrews Church would accept the Custody of the Bowl. The Committee consisted of the Convener, and Boxmasters Lawson and Bruce
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Sum Subscd   First payt

 

Mr Alex Thomson, Mercht

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2. 2.00

 

Andrew Jobson, Taylor

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2. 2.00

 

Mr James Ivory, Watchmaker

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2. 2.00

 

Mr William Gray, Tanner

 

    18.09

 

    18.09

 

Mr Andrew Pitcair

n, Writter

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Joh Ogilvy, Writter

 

    10.06

 

    10.06

 

Mr James Anderson, do

 

    10.06

 

    10.06

 

Dr James Blinshall

 

£1. 1.00

 

£.   1.00

 

Mr Alex Pitcairn, Writter, Merchant

 

     10.06

 

    10.06

 

David Low, Merchant

 

     10.00

 

    10.00

 

Dr Abraha

m Hill, Glover

 

      5.00

 

      5.00

 

Mr Charles Jobson, Merchant

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2  2.00

 

Baillie John Pitcairn    do

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2  2.00

 

Mr David Sandeman   do

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr P. B.         do

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr Thomas Webster, Merchant

 

     10.06

 

     10.0

6

 

Mr David Moncur, Bank Accomptant

 

     10.06

 

     10.06

 

Mr John Ramsay, Maltman

 

     10.06

 

     10.06

 

Mr Robt Spied, Stampmaster

 

     10.06

 

     10.06

 

Mr Thomas Brown, Shipmaster

 

     10.06

 

     10.06

 

Mr John Thoms, Mercht

 

     10.06

 

     10.06

 

Mr Thomas 

Robertson, do

 

      5.00

 

      5.00

 

Dr John Wilson

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2. 2.00

 

Mr Alex Wright, Merchant

 

£2. 2.00

 

£2. 2.00

 

Dr John Rollo          do

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr Alex Whyte, Shipmaster

 

£1.11.06

 

£1.11.06

 

Mr Alex Thomson, Writter

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr Pat. Stirl

ing, Mercht

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Dr James Nicoll, Mason

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Hendry Crawford Esq of Minorgan

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

James Marr, Mercht

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr James Methven, Painter

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr Robert Nicoll, Stationer

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr James

 Brown, Shipmaster

 

£!. 4.00

 

£1. 4.00

 

Mr Thomas Smith, late Farmer

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

John Marshall Esq, Hillbank

 

£1. 1.00

 

£!. 1.00

 

Mr John Norrie, Mercht Edinburgh

 

£1. 1.00

 

 

John Patullo, late Farmer

 

     10.06

 

    10.06

 

Mr Geo Barrie, Merch, Dundee

 

£1. 1.0

0

 

£1. 1.00

 

Convener David Smart

 

£1. 1.00

 

Convener William Bisset

 

£1. 1.00

 

£1. 1.00

 

Convener Smart for Capt Jas Beat, Perth

 

£1. 1.00

 

Mr Geo Low, Plassterer

 

£1. 1.00

 

John Guthrie of Guthrie Esq.

 

£1. 1.00

 


Stone Carving

The stone carving of the Coat of arms of the Nine Trades decorated the entrance to the Trades Hall. When the hall was demolished to make way for the Clydesdale Bank this was removed. It is now house on the first floor of St Mary's Tower at the City Churches. Full details are in the entry under Property - The Trades Hall

5th March 1902 – General Fund Court

The Clerk produced the following letter from Messers W. C. Norrie & Son, Whitehall Street, Dundee.

“ Dundee 20th March 1902

Sir,

We beg to ask your acceptance of the accompanying Copper Plate Engraving – 18th Century work – being a representation of St. Andrews Church Dundee; should it be deemed of sufficient interest to be placed among the other Antique Objects belonging to the Trades, or, if preferred to be hung on the wall of the Vestry of the Church.

The writer was able to secure this recently from the District North East of Arbroath and shall be glad to find it thought worthy of being preserved.

We are Sir

Yours respectfully

(Signed) Wm. C. Norrie & Son.”

R. C. Walker Esq.

Boxmaster & Clerk

Nine Incorporated Trades Dundee

The meeting resolved to record in their minutes an expression of their gratitude to Messers Norrie for their kind and interesting gift and further resolved that the Engraving shall be preserved in the Clerk’s Office along with a number of other objects of interest connected with the Incorporation.

5th September 1940

The Clerk explained that he had called this meeting for the purpose of submitting an offer by Mrs Davidson to hand over as a gift to the Trades a portrait of her husband the late Reverend Harcourt Davidson painted by the late Mr James Lockhart.

This portrait had until recently, hung in the Session House of St Andrews Church.

It was agreed unanimously to accept the offer and the Boxmaster was instructed to write to Mr J. Murray Wilkie, Solicitor through whom the offer had come intimating acceptance and tendering grateful thanks to Mrs Davidson.
5th November 1975 – General Fund Court

Deacon W. A. Findlay then produced a plaque, which had been found at Dudhope House in the debris by Mr Stewart Dow who had telephoned ex- Convener Andrew Wallace and presented it to him. Ex- Convener Wallace had brought it to Mr Findlay and it had been shown to the Rev. T. R. S. Campbell who stated that he would like to have it on the wall of the Glassite Church. This met with the approval of the Eighteen Fund Court and the Fund Court also suggested that photographs of the ex- Conveners should be exhibited in the Glassite Church. It was further explained that if the plaque had to be re-framed and repainted ex- Convener Andrew Wallace had stated that he wished to pay the cost of same. The plaque was handed over to the Convener who stated that he would present it to the Rev. T.R.S. Campbell on Friday evening.

2nd November 1960 – General Fund Court

The Clerk then reported the presentation of a Rose Bowl, which had been presented by the Trades to Mr Robert C. Walker who was Clerk of the Trades 1880 until 1913. The Rose Bowl was put on view at the meeting and after full discussion a small committee was formed to ascertain if St Andrew’s Church would accept custody of this Bowl.

The Committee consisted of the Convener, the Clerk and Boxmaster and Deacons Pride and Wilson and Boxmaster Lawson and Bruce.

The Clerk submitted a letter from the Minister of St Andrew’s Parish Church under which a suggestion is made that a panel on the front of the balcony and to the east of the clock should have on it a plaque bearing the Coat of Arms with supporters of the Nine Incorporated Trades. The letter explained that the Three United Trades had agreed to a similar plaque with their coat of Arms on the panel on the west side of the clock. After very full discussion this matter was also remitted to the Committee appointed to deal with the Rose Bowl and this Committee was instructed to report back to a further Meeting of the Court.

A Crystal decanter and glasses Along with a number of other items was recorded as being taken from the premises in Victoria Road by Gordon Small, after the death of John Boath. In his notes he claims that he handed the Decanter & Glasses to the then Convener Ian Duncan. Ian denies all knowledge of this and claims that he has never seem the items in question. I have spoken with them both, separately and together. Despite them being face to face there has been no resolution of the problem. At the Master Fund Court on 7th November 2001, the Convener was asked to write formally to both parties in an effort to resolve the problem.

In 1982.  4 Parker Knoll chairs were purchased for the Convener’s room at a cost of £320 plus £48 VAT, a total of £368.

Some £50 towards his was donated by Greig Sibbald and £160 by Ogilvy Smith. Where are they?

The Coat of Arms of the Nine Trades was approved by the Lord Lyon in 1984.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.
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Convener William Bisset
£1. 1.00
£1. 1.00
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Copy to Convener Jobson to Collect
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