Corporation Duty 1888

At Dundee the sixth day of June Eighteen hundred and eighty eight

At a stated meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at seven o’clock P. M.

Convener Scrymgeour in the Chair

The Question of the liability of the Nine Trades for Corporation Duty was considered by the Meeting in terms of remit by a General Meeting oy the Trades held on 9th May last.

After careful consideration if the whole subject the Meeting unanimously resolved to report to the next Meeting of the Trades as follows:

Report by the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades 

of Dundee on remit made to the said Court by a General Meeting

of the Trades held on the 9th day of May 1888 to consider

the question of the liability of the Trades for Corporation Duty

The General Fund Court have carefully considered the question of the liability of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee to the Corporation Duty and beg to report as follows:

“Whereas certain property by reason of the same belonging to or being vested in bodies corporate or incorporate escape liability to probate legacy or succession duties and it is expedient to impose a duty thereon by was of compensation to the revenue.

Be it therefore enacted that there shall be levied and paid to Her Majesty in respect of all real and personal property which shall have belonged to or been vested in any body corporate or incorporate during the yearly period ending on the fifth day of April One thousand eight hundred and eighty five or during any subsequent yearly period ending on the same day in any year a duty at the rate of five pounds per centum upon the annual value income or profits of such property accrued to such body corporate or incorporate in the same yearly period after deducting therefrom all necessary outgoings including the receivers remuneration and costs charges and expenses properly incurred in the management of such property.

Subject to exemption from such duty in favor of property of the description following (that is to say).

Property which is or the income or profit of shall be legally apportioned and applied for any purpose connected with any religious persuasion or for any charitable purpose or for the promotion of education literature science or the fine arts.

Under the General Provisions of the above Act it is evident that the Nine Incorporated Trades are liable for the Corporation Duty of 5% thereby imposed. The only question for consideration is whether or not the Funds of the Trades come under the exemption above quoted of property which or the Income of profits whereof is legally appropriated and applied for any Charitable purpose. 

The General Fund Court consider that the funds of the Trades do not fall under the above Clause and are not exempted as property applied for a Charitable purpose and in support of this view they would refer to the case of the Incorporation of Tailors in Glasgow against the Inland Revenue in which it was unanimously held by the Lord President and the other Judges of the First Division of The Court of Session that funds belonging to an incorporated body which were derived from the entry money of Members and were solely applicable as pensions to decayed Members and widows of Members at the absolute discretion of certain office bearers were not to be regarded as funds appropriated charitable purpose in the sense of the Statute.

The Case of the Tailors of Glasgow is so exactly on a par with that of the Nine Trades of Dundee that the General Fund Court consider that the division in that case would rule the Case of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.

The General Fund Court may mention that on enquiry they find that the Incorporated Trades of Glasgow and the Incorporated Trades of Aberdeen as well as the Society of Advocates there have all been assessed for and are paying the Duty imposed on Corporations under the foregoing act.

They beg therefore to Report to the next General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades that after having carefully considered the whole matter they are of opinion that the Funds of the Nine Trades are liable for corporation Duty and that it should be paid.

A strong effort however should be made to obtain exemption from payment of Arrears of the duty in respect that the Claim has only now been made by the Inland Revenue.

Signed in name and by authority of the General Fund Court.

John Scrymgeour Convener

Robert L. Walker Clerk”

At Dundee the seventh day of November Eighteen hundred and eighty eight

At a Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock P. M.

Convener Scrymgeour in the Chair

The Meeting having taken into consideration the subject of the liability of the Nine Trades for Corporation Duty which was remitted to the General Fund Court at a General Meeting of the Trades held on second July last, the Clerk read the draft of a Letter which he proposed to send to the Inland Revenue Authorities London with a view of escaping payment of he Arrears of Duty.

This Letter was approved of and the Clerk was instructed to forward it at once.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee 
