12th August 2003 at the Morgan Gravestone restoration service.

Address given by the Archivist
John Morgan 1760 – 1850, was the son of the owner of the Royal Oak in the Nethergate, and was educated at Dundee Grammar School. His father died in poverty but John made his fortune in India as an Indigo planter.

He had a gravestone erected here in the family name and his own is in Greyfriars Churchyard, Edinburgh. The only condition in his will was that the stones be kept in good condition. 

After long litigation by the Trades and Town Council, Morgan’s will was accepted by the House of Lords, granting the sum of £80.000 (£4M today) to a Trust and the Morgan Hospital built. It was for 100 sons of members of the Nine Trades.

By 1896 one of the pillars had collapsed, and the Trustees knocked the other five down and laid the stone on top. 

Over time the stone broke and was in a dreadful condition when I discovered it last year.

The responsibility lies with the Town Council, the Morgan Trustees and indeed morally at least to the Morgan FP’s.

No one was prepared to do anything about it and with the consent of the General Fund Court, I contacted John Walker of Watson’s the stonemasons working on the restoration of the Morgan Academy and we had new pillars made, the stone cleaned and repaired, at a modest cost.

Finally the lettering was repainted and here we have the finished result today.

The Nine Trades at least can hold their head up high. Knowing that the wishes of the benefactor had at last been fulfilled.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.

