Press Release – October 2006
Historic Landmark Renovated
A historic local landmark has recently been brought back from the dead to once again sound its chimes over the City of Dundee.
The Old steeple in the city’s Nethergate was first completed around 1480 and has been updated in various ways during its long history. In 1872, a thorough renovation was completed for the then princely sum of £8,780 and more recently, in 1939, the bells of the clock were disconnected when it was forbidden to ring any bells, as this was to be the signal that an invasion of Britain had begun.

Latterly, the clock mechanism has fallen into serious disrepair and the Nine Trades of Dundee started a project to get this historic monument chiming again. The Nine Trades approached the engineering arm of Dundee based Xm Services to see if they could help with the renovation effort.  The company agreed to do this as a project to benefit the people of Dundee .
Gordon Gilchrist, project manager, commented, “This was one of the most challenging projects we have had to complete, not because of the complexity but because sourcing parts was a major issue.  We ended up having to get parts from across the world, including the USA, several European countries and the UK.”
Not only has Xm Engineering managed to re-weigh the bells and cast the correct hammers but a fully computerised system has also been installed, bringing the Old Steeple firmly into the 21st Century, whilst still retaining its old world charm.

Once inaugurated, the chimes will sound each quarter hour with a full peal on the hour.  They will be set to start at 7 am and run though until 11 pm, sounding the Westminster chime, as they used to do before the War.

Innes Duffus, archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee is delighted by the progress made, “We are deeply indebted to Xm Engineering who not only carried out this expensive work but who also met the full cost of doing it.  Having the Old Steeple working again is another step to retaining Dundee’s history and we hope everyone will enjoy hearing these magnificent chimes again.”
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For more information log onto the Xm website at www.xmservices.co.uk. Further details can be obtained from Dale Harris on 01382 734413 or dale.harris@uk.michelin.com. 
1. Xm Services is a Tayside company supplying engineering, business improvement, training, occupational health and health & safety services to a diverse global client base.
Established in 1995, it employs around 120 people across five divisions and has an annual turnover in excess of £5 million.
2. The Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee date back to at least the 1400’s and include the Baxters (Bakers), Cordiners (shoemakers), Skinners (Glovers), Tailors, Bonnetmakers, Fleshers (Butchers), Hammerman, Brabeners, or Websters (Weavers) and Dyers (Listers) including the Walkers or Fullers).

For information about the Nine Trades contact the Archivist at duffus@clara.co.uk.  
