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Extracts from Trades Minute Books

General History of the Trades Hall

Clydesdale Bank

The Clydesdale Bank in the High Street was built some 40 feet from the old Trades Hall in 1876 at 94-96 High Street,

The architect was William Spence of Glasgow and the building was opened on 1st April 1878. The cost was approximately £20,000.

It was described as being in the Palladin style with decorative work conforming to Roman or Composite order of Corinthian Art. Another description simply calls it Dull Renaissance.

In November 1864 the Bank agreed to buy the Trades Hall from the Nine Trades. The terms of the sale were, a ground annual of £375, with the power by the bank to redeem at any time after 10 years for a price equal to 23 years annual rental (10 years rent £3750 plus the final purchase price of  £86,250)

On the west end of the building and where the entrance portico joins the building are two statues. The right hand statue is the figure of a woman, larger than life holding a sword. She should also have had a set of scales in the other hand, but these are no longer there presumably as a result of vandalism. This statue represents Justice. Balancing this on the other side is a statue of a woman; this time with a shell in the bottom left hand corner at her feet with what are apparently coins spilling out from it. This represents commerce with the horn of plenty.

More curiously however are the two carvings of the head of a young girl. One is in the embellishment of the north facing side of the portico and the other on the south facing side. The head on the south facing side is blindfold. This may also represent justice (The statue on the Old Bailey is blindfold) but so far the origin of this is unsure.

Trades Hall

In 1775 The Trade purchased the flesh shambles and house as an investment for their poor fund. Their bid of £351 plus £40 for ten more feet of ground was accepted. In 1776 the Trades agreed to buildt the Trades Hall on the site. The cost was £1874 5s 11p.

The Trades Hall was designed by Samuel Bell and was opened in 1778. It measured 50 ft X 30 ft. His fee was £42.10.0. and it was built by James Nicoll for the sum of £510. So pleased were the Trades with the workmanship that they rewarded him with the sum of five guineas to purchase a new suit.

In 1775, the Hall was officially opened. The Trades were lead by Convener Bisset, a Hammerman, and he, wearing his new chain of office, marched in procession from The Howff to the opening of the Hall. The Trades met again in the Howff in 1975 when they again marched in procession to a service in The Trades Kirk to celebrate its 200 years of existence. This was repeated again in 1991 to commemorate the Dundee celebrations of its 800 years as a Burgh.

The Cordiners had their room on the 3rd floor flat facing the Seagate.

On the wall of the Cordiners room was the painting of the King Crispin Procession. It was displayed in the Albert Institute until 1910, when it was moved to the Old Dundee Picture Gallery of the Ward Road Reading Rooms (later Barrack Street Museum). It was moved back from there to the McManus and its present site.

The Trades Hall was at one time used as a theatre and by Dundee Exchange Coffee Rooms. In 1828 The Exchange Coffee House commissioned new premises for themselves at the bottom of Castle Street, designed by George Smith. This building was later occupied by Winter's stationery business with the first floor being used as a restaurant.

In 1850 the shops on the ground floor were altered and enlarged. At that time a brass plate was found inscribed with the names of the convener and deacons in office in 1775 on one side and on the other the information that the plate had been laid by the master of St David’s lodge, George Patterson esq. A new plate was ordered with the names of the 1850 Convener and Deacons. .Here is one of the few known links between the Trades and Freemasonry. These plates were eventually removed and taken into care by the Dundee Museum, where they are displayed. The large hall was occupied by the Eastern Bank from 1833 until it amalgamated with the Clydesdale Bank in 1864.

The stone frieze on the entrance to the main doorway was removed by John MacLaughlan, the Chief Librarian of the Dundee Free Library and taken to the town house. It was later removed to St Mary’s Steeple where it remains to this day, cemented into a wall on the first floor. It is also interesting that the Deacon Convener’s chain was commissioned for the opening of the Trades Hall.

The bell from the cupola was kept ‘as a relic’. The directors of the bank offered to restore it, before being put in the spire of the Town House. This was duly done. However there is no record of where it went when the old Town House was demolished by the Town Council in an act of vandalism in 1912.

Foundation Plaque

A Brass Plaque measuring 12.2cm .X 16.2cm.

Obverse: This Plate was Laid by Geo. Paterson Esq. Master of St David's Lodge.

Accompanied by the Lodges and Incorporated Trades.

Reverse: This building was erected by the managers of the General Fund of the Nine Trades of Dundee for the use of their Incorporations. A.D. 1776

Wm. Bisset Convr.

Alex Thain. Jn Mathers. Thos Blair. Jas. Ivory.

Math. Buist. Robt. Elder, Peter Will. Andw. Langlands. Alex Watt. (Deacons)

Geo Wilson. Treasr.

Alterations to Trades Hall Plaque. 

(See details under Artefacts)

Brass Plaque measuring 23cm. X 19cm. X 0.4cm.

Obverse: Deposited by The Convener. A. D. 1851. P. H. Thoms, Provost.
Reverse: The Plate Deposited herewith was found A. D. 1851 when the Ground storey of the building underwent extensive alterations and improvements, under the superintendence of the following committee appointed by the Trades, viz. Wm. Morris. Geo. Butchart. Bailie Spankie. David Davidson. Thos. Adamson. Wm Ferrier. Andrew Benvie. James Murray. Wm. Lawson.

Chas. Edward, Architect. Wm. Morris, Convener.

John Watson. Alex. Watson. John Stirling. John Arkley. Jas. Stewart. (Deacons).

David Rollo, Clerk. Peter Thomson, Boxmaster.

J. and C. Fenton Sc.

General Fund Court Minutes ref Trades Hall

Sederunt of the Nine Trades Tuesday 12th day of March 1776

The Conveener Represented to the Meeting That he had Agreeable to their Sederunt of the 12th June last Purchased at a Publick Roup from the Town of Dundee The present Flesh Shambels and the House which belonged to Thomas Robertson &c. Att Three hundred and fifty one Pounds Sterling payable at Whitsunday next and Signed the articles of Roup Accordingly. 

That he had since purchased Ten foots of more Ground upon the west end of said purchase for which he Agreed to pay Fourty Pounds Sterling making in whole Three hundred and Ninety Pounds Sterling All which the Trades Approved and hereby Approve of. The Conveener also mentioned that the Managers of the General fund Mett last night And Also Approved of the said purchases And now that the whole Body were Mett and the Managers of the General fund among the rest he wanted to know what they proposed Should be done with the said purchases, they after retiring and Consulting as Individual trades And again Collecting in a Body Unanimously (except the Flesher Trade) agreed that the Schembles and other Buildings purchased Should at the Term of Whitsunday next be taken Down and that upon the Ground thereof there Should be Built as many Shopes As the Ground will permit And a Large Hall Above the Shopes with Small Rooms off the Hall and in order that the Same may be Carried into execution they Appointed and hereby Appoint Conveener Bisset, Deacon Alexander Thain, Deacon Thomas Blair, Deacon Mather Buist, Conveener Andw. Jobson, Deacon Andw. Longlands, Deacon James Ivory, Deacon Robert Elder and Deacon Alexander Watt As a present Committee or Such other Committee for the future As the General fund Shall Appoint. To Contract and agrie with Tradesmen for takeing down and rebuilding As Aforesaid, To Borrow Money from time to time for Carrying on and finishing the said Building, the securities therefore being always Granted by the managers of the General fund As the Intended Building is to be their property. The Receive in Plans and Estimates from Tradesmen which are to be laid before the Trades or Managers of the said General fund and in generall to do everything in the execution of the said work as fully As the Managers of the said General Fund to Trades Could do themselves. And also the Meeting impowered the said Committee to name and Appoint a Cashier and Accomptant for Receiveing in and Deburseing Money from time to time and who is to keep a Separate Book for that Purpose to be layed before The General Fund or Trades when called for.

Wm. Bisset, Convr.


Andrew Langlands
George Wilson


James Dorward

Pat. Elder


Peter Will
Robt. Elder


James Ivory
Alexr. Thain



Andw. Jobson
Thomas Blair



Alexr. Watt
James Flowers


Adam Clark
Adam Clark


Willm. Keith
James Henderson



Thos. Kinnear
Mattw. Buist


William Skirling.

Twesday 16th April 1776

Sederunt of the Managers of the General Fund.

The Conveener Agreeable to last Sederunt produced to the Meeting the following Estimates Given in by Masons As the expence of Building the Mason work of the Shopes and Hall mentioned in the last Sederunt Viz: One from Walter Bain amounting to Six hundred and Sixty Pounds for the Materials and the ground also Another from James Barry & Ninian Alexander, Masons Amounting to Five hundred and Ninety Six pounds Sterling out of which they are to allow Fifty Pounds Sterling for the materials on the Ground and another from James Nicoll, Mason amounting to Five Hundred and Nineteen pounds Sixteen Shillings Sterling Out of which he is to allow the Value of the materials on the Ground as they should be valued by proper Judges and wanted to know which of these plans they would addop.

The Conveener also mentioned that he and the Committee formerly Mentioned Mett with James Nicoll last night when he would not abate any part of his Estimate. But after Comuning with him along with Samuel Bell this morning he agreed to abate Nine Pounds Sixteen Shillings Sterg. Of his Estimate and to referr the odd Ten Pounds Sterg. To the Conveener if he thought he deserved it at finishing the Building And to Allow Sixty Pounds Sterling foe the materials on the Ground.

All which being Considered by the Meeting they Agreed to Adopt and accept James Nicoll’s Estimate and Impowered the Conveener and the Committee to enter into Contract with him for taking down the present Buildings on the Ground and Building the Shopes and Hall Agreeable to the plan.



Wm. Bisset, Convr.


Pat. Elder
James Dorward


Peter Will
Adam Clark


Alexr. Thain
Thomas Blair



James Flowers
Willm. Keith


Matw. Buist
Thos. Kinnear


James Ivory
Alexr. Watt


George Wilson
Andw. Jobson


Dav. Smart
James Henderson.

Dundee March 1778

…The Conveener mentioned to the Meeting That there had been sundry former Meetings purposely for Considering whether the Fund would dispose upon the Shops & Cellars below the Hall in the State they were presently in by Sale or fitt them up for Tenants & retain them. That at some of these Meetings it was proposed that the respective trades should meet & if they would agree to pay into the Fund Two pence sterg. upon each Boll of their share of Trades bargains of meal either Temporary bargains or by Contract for Five Years to Commence with the last Crop 1777 it might enable the Fund to retain the Shops as it might go a good way for paying the annual rent of Money Borrowed & to be borrowed. That the Several Trades met & that the whole or most of them had agreed to the above proposal & therfor he met the Managers this day to receive their Final resolution.

The Deacons Subscribing of the Several Incorporations as being impowered by their respective Trades Hereby become bound for their Trades that they will pay in to the General Fund Two pence Sterg. upon each Boll of their respective Shares of Trades bargains of Meal either Temporary or by contract to be received by them over & above the Price & that for five years Commenceing with crop 1777. And the Flesher Trade who receive no meal agree to pay a Sum equal to what the Hammerman Trade pay. And upon the faith of this the Managers of the General Fund agree to retain the property of the shops & impower Conveener Bisset to get from Trades estimates of what they will take for fitting up the Shops & Cellars suitable for Letting & being possessed & to report as soon as possible.

Conveener Bisset produced to the Meeting Sundry estimates from Tradesmen of the Expence of Plaistering the Trades Hall & particularly one from Robert Hamilton & Alex. Duncan Plaisterers in Cupar in Fife who are deemed among the best in the Country amounting to Fifty one Pounds Nineteen Shillings and Eleven Pence Sterg. Which was adopted by the Meeting & the Conveener is hereby impowered immediately to cause execute the work & to pay the Trades men when finished.



Wm. Bisset


George Mudie
Alexr. Thain


Alexr. Watt
Robt. Elder


James Mill
John Mathers


Robert Brown
Pat. Miller


James Flowers
Peter Will


James Ivory
Samuel Mathers


Willm. Keith
Thomas Blair


W. Kinnear
Andw. Jobson


Dav. Smart
James Henderson

Thursday 23rd April 1778

Sederunt of the Managers of the General Fund.

The Meeting unanimously impowered Conveener Bisset to imploy David Thomson & Patrick How, Wrights to fitt up & furnish the Shopes below the Hall lately built by the fund agreeable to an estimate given in by them & presently read at the Meeting also to cause Pave with plain Stones that part of the Street kept open for that purpose before the Shopes facing the Street. Also to imploy proper Tradesmen to Plaister the Shops and to lay the Cellar Floors with flag stones.

Signed by the Conveener & 17 Members

Dundee 6th July 1778

Sederunt of the Managers of the General Fund.

The Conveener intimated to the Meeting that Patrick Stirling, Merchant and some other Gentlemen in Town offered to take a Tack of the Southmost front Shop Cross Shop on the east side thereof & Cellars below the same under the Trades Hall for Nineteen years with an open at each three years and To enter thereto at lambass next & to pay Twenty pounds sterling of yearly rent with liberty to fitt up the same for a Coffee House to become bound at the end of the Tack or their removal to leave the shops & Cellars in the same shape & form they are to be fitted up to them at their entry. Which being considered by the Meeting they Authorise Convr. Bisset & William Keith their Boxmaster to enter into Tack with them on the above Terms.

The Conveener also intimate to the Meeting that Alexander Riddoch, Merchant offered to take the Front shop next the Murraygate with the Cellar below for Nineteen years after Martinmass with an open at the end of each five years in his option and to pay of yearly rent therefore Fourteen pounds Fifteen shillings Sterling.

That Miss Greenhill offered to take the Eastmost Cross Shop & Cellar for the same number of years & opens to enter at the said Term of Martinmass next & to pay Thirteen pounds Sterling of yearly rent.

That Alexander McLagan, Sadler offered to take the small Shop with the Cellar below on the East side of the Building facing the Murraygate for the same number of years & opens to enter at the said Term, of Martinmas next & to pay of yearly rent therefor Six pounds Seven Shillings Sterling. 

All of which offers the Meeting accept & authorise the said Conveener Bisset & William Keith to enter into Tack with the said persons accordingly.

Signed by the Conveener & 20 Members

Dundee 25th Aug. 1778

Sederunt of the Managers of the General Fund.

Conveener Bisset represented to the Meeting That the nine rooms on the east end of the Hall lately built & intended for the respective Nine Trades were now completed as far as was proposed & that it would now be necessary that the meeting should direct after what manner the Rooms should be divided among the Nine Trades whether by Seniority or Drawing Bilots. Which being considered by the Meeting & after reasoning thereon they unanimously agreed That the room to appartain to each Trade should be determined by Drawing Bilots. That the larges five should be Numbered & the largest five Trades Vizt. Bakers, Cordiners, Taylors, Hammermen & Weavers should Draw Billots & their respective Rooms ascertained by these Billots.

That the four smaller rooms should also be numbered. The four Smaller Trades Vizt. Glovers, Bonnetmakers, Fleshers & Walkers should also draw Billots & their respective Rooms ascertained by these.

That there is a bound partition which divides the two rooms in the first Flat immediately facing the stair head which is to be hung on Hinges so as to throw the two rooms into one when necessary.

Thereafter Billots were made out, put into a Bonnet & Drawn out by the respective Deacons. When the rooms as after mentioned felt to the respective Trades Vizt. The middle room on the First Flat fell to the Baker Trade. The room looking onto the Seagate on said Flat fell to the Glover Trade & the room looking down on the Murraygate on the same Flat fell to the Walker Trade. The Middle room on the Second floor Flat fell to the Hammerman Trade. The room looking to the Seagate on the same Flatt fell to the Weaver Trade & the room looking down on the Murraygate on the same Flat fell to the flesher Trade. The middle room on the third Flat fell to the Cordiner Trade – The room next to the Seagate on the said Flatt fell to the Taylor Trade & the room next the Murraygate fell to the Bonnetmaker Trade. And these room now fallen & ascertained a above are hereby Declared to be their respective rooms allotted to each Trade for holding Meetings of their Trades for Trades Business in all time Coming.

Thereafter Conveener Bisset Mentioned to the Meeting That the General Fund may have some times occasion to set the Large hall for a short time for temporary purposes in order to bring a rent to the General Funds Stock * that such as take the Hall may want the use of some of the small rooms allotted to the Trades for the time they occupy the Hall & that it would be necessary the Meeting & the respective Deacons should agree to cede the use & possession of such of the small rooms as the takers of the Hall may have use for during the temporary time it may be set & particularly that the takers of the Hall may have liberty if asked to open the foresaid bound partition and use both the foresaid rooms as one. Which being Considered by the Meeting & the Deacons of the several Trades They agree to the above motion of ceding the use of the rooms in case they are wanted when the Hall is set for temporary use.

The respective Trades agree to plaister & every way fit up their respective rooms allotted to them as aforesaid upon their own Expence & to make the same suitable for possession.

Signed by Convener Bisset & 15 Members

Dundee Wednesday 23rd September 1778

Sederunt of the whole Nine Trades

 The whole Incorporations met in the Burial place when Conveener Bisset … mentioned that in respect that the Trades Hall was now finished & fitt for their reception that he supposed they would unanimously agree That tomorrow being Thursday & by the Set of the borrow the Day of Election to meet in the Hall in Stead of the Burial, place their ordinary place of Meeting formerly And there make their Election for the Provost, Baillies, Dean of Guild & Treasurers Offices & for Conveener & their respective Deacons & continue to do so Annually for the future. Which being considered by the Trades they unanimously agreed to the Motion & declare that their place of their Elections for future should be the said Hall instead of the Burial place. It was also mentioned and agreed That Tomorrow at Ten o’clock Forenoon they should meet in the Burial place & proceed from thence to the Hall in a Procession with their Conveener at their Head each Trade according to their Seniority with each of their Trades Flags Carried before each Trade & that the whole body would sup in the Hall.

Signed by convener Bisset & 11 Members

Thursday 24 September 1778

 The whole Trades met in the Burial place at 10 o’clock this forenoon agreeable to yesterday’s Sederunt & proceeded from thence to the Hall in manner agreed to, with Conveener Bisset upon their Head with the Gold Chain & Medal displayed upon his Breast & the Trades following according to their Seniority with their Flags Flying. That a little after their arrival at their Hall they proceeded to the Election – when the following Gentlemen were Chosen to bear Office for the Ensuing year Vizt. Henry Geekie Esqr. For Provost, Baillie Thomas Crighton, Baillie William Chalmers, Baillie James Halliburton, Baillie John Cristall for Baillies, Baillie James Thomson for Dean of Guild and Alexander Riddoch for Treasurer. 

Thereafter the Trades proceeded to the Election of their own Office bearers when Conveener William Bisset was Chosen Conveener, Thomas Cowan Deacon to Bakers, Robert Brown Deacon to Cordiners, George Wilson Deacon to Glovers, Patrick Millar Deacon to Taylors, William Webster Deacon to Bonetnakers, Samuel Mathers Deacon to Fleshers, William Kinnear Deacon to Hammermen, Charles Rodger deacon to Weavers & James Anderson Deacon to Walkers. Thereafter the Several Deacons repaired to the Council Hall to join the ordinary Council for the purpose of finishing the Election.

Signed by William Bisset & 12 Members

Dundee 4th December 1778

Sederunt to of the General Managers of the General Fund of the Nine Trades

They Impower Conveener Bisset to Procure two Carren Grates with Tongues, Pocar, Shovel & Fenders for the two Vents on the Trades Hall & pay the price & take Credit therefor in his accounts. They also Impower him to purchase as much coarse Linen Cloth commonly called yard wides as will be sufficient for Curtains or blinds for the Windows of the Hall.

Conveener Bisset produced to the Meeting an Account of Samuel Bell for Drawing the Plan, Architecting & overseeing the whole Building, making Moulds &c. amounting in whole to Forty two Pounds ten shillings Sterling which was perused and approven off by the Managers & they appoint the Conveener to pay him & take Credit for it in his Accounts.

There was also produced an account due by James Nicoll for additional work to the Hall consisting of Sundry Articles which the Managers did not consider themselves proper Judges off, but as Conveener Bisset attended the work Constantly & was the properest Judge of the articles charged they Impowered him to Settle with Deacon Nicoll in the best manner he could, pay him & take his Discharge for that Accot. & the Contract itself & also Impowered the Conveener to give Deacon Nicoll Five Guineas for buying a suit of cloths above his Accot. In consideration of his faithfully executing the Work.

Signed by 20 Members.

Dundee 21st Septr. 1779

Sederunt to of the General Managers of the General Fund of the Nine Trades

Conveener William Bisset who had from the beginning managed the Building of the Trades Hall received the money Borrowed from Different person for that purpose & Debursed the same to Tradesmen for executing the building produced his Accots. to the Meeting which were carefully perused compared with the Vouchers & Approven of by the Managers when they found a Balance due to him of Eighty five pound seven shillings & six pence Sterling. Which sum they authorise the Conveener & John Craig the Boxmaster or their Successors to Borrow as soon as they can upon their Bill binding the General Fund & pay the same to Conveener Bisset with annual rent from this date till payment.

And they hereby Authorise Conveener William Skirling, Deacons Thomas Cowan, James Ivory, William Kinnear, William Webster, & Alexander Watt as a Comittee of their Number to Docquet, Sign & Discharge the said Accounts take up a coppie thereof with the Vouchers & Lodge them in the General Funds Chest.

The Meeting expressed their grateful acknowledgements to Conveener Bisset for his great trouble in overseeing the Execution & Debursing the money & keeping particular Accots. thereof without any reward.

Signed by 18 Members

Monday 11th September 1780

Sederunt to of the General Managers of the General Fund of the Nine Trades

Conveener Bisset mentioned to the Meeting that they all know there was a considerable Sum of money borrowed upon the Convener & Boxmaster Security for Sundries for Discharging the expence of building that Large Tenement at the head of Murraygate & Seagate Streets commonly called the Trades Hall which was all resting. That the respective Trades had formerly agreed to pay into the General Fund Two pence Sterling upon each Boll of Meal to be purchased by the Trades for the purpose of lessening the Debt. That the Fund would go small way for that end & therefore he was of opinion an additional Scheme should be fallen upon. And he proposed to the Meeting that it would be an additional assistance if the respective Trades would agree to the following method. 

That every entering Master whether Freeman’s Son, Stranger or entitled by Marriage should at their entry to the Trade pay Five Shillings Sterling over and above the former dues) to the General Fund & also each Free Master to be married from the date hereof to pay Five Shillings Sterling in place of their former Marriage Merks at their Marriage & that each Apprentice whether entering Free or Unfree should pay Five Shillings Sterling to the Fund in place of the former Dues payable by them. Which proposal being considered by the Meeting they all unanimously approved thereof & each of the present Deacons agreed to convene their respective Incorporations & lay the same before them & did not doubt but all would agree thereto and enter a Sederunt in their respective Books Enacting & Ordaining that these Dues should be levied from entering Masters & Apprentices in all time coming from the Day & date hereof.

Signed by Conveener Bisset & 19 Members

Dundee 14th Septr. 1780

Sederunt to of the Managers of the General Fund 

The Present deacons of the Several Incorporations reported to the Meeting that they had laid before their respective Incorporations the Sederunt of the eleventh current proposing an additional Sum to be levied upon entering Masters and Apprentices. That their respective Trades had unanimously agreed thereto & entered a Sederunt on each of their Books Enacting & Ordaining that the Masters and Apprentices should pay the several Dues therein mentioned for the behoof of the Fund and impowering their several Deacons to sign a Sederunt in the General Funds Book to that effect.

Therefore the subscribing Deacons as being Empowered as said is hereby become bound for their several Trades that they will pay into the General Fund annually at auditing their accounts the several Sums payable by Masters & Apprentices as mentioned in their several acts &c in the General Fund’s Sederunt of the Eleventh Current.

Signed by 15 Members

At Dundee the Twenty third day of April Eighteen hundred and five years

At a Meeting of the Nine incorporated Trades of Dundee convened in their Ordinary Hall this day Conveener Thomson represented that Application had been made to him by the Agent for the Tacks men of the Exchange Coffee Room, whishing a renewal of their Lease which expires at Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and Seven, as in the Event of their getting a renewal, they intend to make some improvements on the Room by Oil Painting it &c. the Conveener also intimated to the meeting That Tacks of the Shops below, expire at Marts. next year and it was proper That the Trades should think of resetting the same as well as making a new bargain for the Hall.

The Meeting having taken these matters into consideration, They did and hereby do nominate and appoint the present Conveener and Fund Boxmaster and the Nine present Deacons as a Committee for making a new Bargain for an additional Sett of the Hall for such a rent and upon such terms as they shall Judge right and also for making new Setts of the Shops upon the best terms they can and appoint this Sederunt to be entered in the Sederunt Book and to be Subscribed by the present Conveener in their name.

At Dundee the twenty second day of May Eighteen hundred and five years.

At a Meeting of the Nine incorporated Trades of Dundee convened in their ordinary Hall this day Thomas Ivory a member of the Hammermen Trade moved the following Resolutions, which were approved by the Trades and appointed to be ingrossed in the Sederunt Book.

1st Resolved That all the late proceedings of the Conveener & Deacons so far as relate to the Shops in the Trades Hall are null and void and shall be no wise binding on the Trades and the Trades hereby declare that they will to the utmost resist any claim that may be made by any person whatever founded on such proceedings.

2nd Resolved That the shops in the Trades Hall shall not be let before the Term of Whitsunday 1806 being six months prior to the expiry of the present leases.

3rd. Resolved that the Trades shall at the above Mentioned Term after giving proper notice by Advertisement in different papers let the whole of the Shops separately by Public Roup.

4th Resolved That a Committee be appointed from the whole Trades not only to examine into the present question but also to enquire into the state, Regulations and practice of the Conveener Court in managing their business and to report upon the same to the Trades.

5th Resolved That the said Committee be required to make whatever observations and suggest such alterations or additional regulations they may deem necessary for the better management of the business of that Court.

6th Resolved That each Trade appoint such a number of their own members as they may hereafter agree upon to form this general Committee and as different Trades may appoint different numbers the Report of said Committee to be determined not by the number of Individuals composing it but by the number of Trades.

7th Resolved That the Committee be impowered to chuse their own Clerk and to call for the whole Papers Books of Sederunt Accompt Books &c. in the Conveeners custody or in the custody of Mr Mawer the Clerk.

8th Resolved that the Trades order and injoin their Conveener to deliver to the Committee every document or Paper that may be necessary for their information in regard to any inquiry they may make upon Inventory and receipt granted by their Clerk who shall be responsible for the same - all proceedings of which Committee to be reported to the Trades for their consideration and approbation.

9th Resolved That in consequence of the resignation of Mr Mawer, John William Baxter, Writer in Dundee be appointed to conduct the Business of the present meeting and that Mr Mawer’s letter addressed to the Conveener, be engrossed in the Sederunt Book of the Trades and that another general meeting be called on Wednesday the 29th Currrent for the purpose of electing a Clerk in the room of Mr Mawer and deciding on the offer made by the Gentlemen of the Coffee House for their Hall.

10th Resolved That Copies of these Resolutions be made out by the Clerk, and given to the Deacons for the consideration of their respective Trades.

William Thomson in name of the Weaver Trade represented That alth their Deacon had been mistaken as to the rents presently payable for the Shops in the Hall yet they had impowered him to conclude a bargain with Alexander McLagan, with respect to a Set of the shop he presently occupies and the one behind the same and to enter into a Tack with him accordingly. Therefore the said William Thomson protested, that nothing contained in the foregoing resolutions should be constructed into an agreement on their part, to pay any part of the expence of the process at present depending before the Magistrates at the instance of the said Alexander McLagan agt. the Conveener and Deacons and thereupon the said William Thomson took instruments in the hands of the Clerk to the Meeting:

Subscribed with this exception that nothing contained in their resolutions shall be construed into a dereliction or retracting of the Declaration made by me before the Magistrates in the process brought against the Deacons & me be Mr McLagan or of the Let of the Shops to Alex Wilson this Sederunt being signed by me officially.

Walter Thomson Conver.

At Dundee the Twenty ninth day of May Eighteen hundred and five years

At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee Convened in their ordinary Hall

The Conveener represented that in consequence of the Resolutions of last meeting the present meeting had been convened for the purpose of Electing a Clerk to the general fund in the Room of Mr Thomas Mawer who had resigned that office. And also for the purpose of deciding on the offer by the Gentlemen of the Coffee House for their Hall. The Meeting having taken the same into their serious consideration they did and hereby do nominate and make choice of John William Baxter, writer in Dundee to be Clerk to the General fund of the Nine Incorporated Trades of this Burgh. And they autherise and impower him to act in that Station accordingly. And also to discharge Mr Mawer the late Clerk of his intermissions upon his Accots. being found correct. It being understood that in future the Clerk is to be elected annually.

The meeting authorise the Convener in answer to Mr Anderson’s letter of 8th Current making an offer for the Hall to write to that Gentleman that the Trades were willing to enter with him into a Lease of the Trades Hall exclusive of the Glover Room for nineteen years from the expiry of the present Lease a forty Guineas of yearly rent it being in the option of either party to put an end to the Tack at the expiry of the ninth or fifteenth year thereof upon giving twelve months previous notice. The Hall to be kept in repair by the Tacksman and shut every Sunday betwixt the Hours of ten o’clock forenoon & four afternoon and the Trades to have the use of it at their Michaelmas meeting and other general meetings.

The Deacons of the different trades reported to the meeting that they had received copys of the Resolutions of last meeting and had laid the same before their respective Trades who approved of the Resolutions and had appointed certain of their members to form the general committee appointed by the Resolutions. The Weavers and Dyers however objected to the first Resolution having already agreed to implement a bargain said to have been made by the Convenor and Deacons with Mr McLagan

Signed by me officially Walter Thomson Convr.

At Dundee the Eight day of July in the year One thousand Eight hundred and five.

At a meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee within their Hall.

Convenor Thomson produced and read to the meeting a Letter of this date addressed to him by Mr Anderson, Treasurer to the Committee of Subscribers for the Dundee Exchange Coffee Room requesting that he would call a general meeting of the Trades for the purpose of submitting to them a proposal for entering into a renewal of the lease of the Hall to the subscribers on reasonable terms and free of restrictions.

The Trades after retiring to their respective Rooms authorised the Convenor to write Mr Anderson expressing their readiness to treat with the subscribers to the Coffee Room for a renewal of their lease and requesting that the committee appointed by the Subscribers would specify their own terms and the particular restrictions they wish to be free of.

At Dundee the Therteenth day of July in the year One thousand Eight hundred and five.

At a meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within their Hall.

There was produced and read to the Meeting a Letter from Mr Anderson Treasurer to the Subscribers for the Dundee Exchange Coffee Room of this day addressed to Convenor Thomson offering to enter into a renewal of their lease with the Trades for the Hall and Glovers Room as presently occupied by the subscribers at the yearly rent of Forty Guineas for the term of Nine years from the expiry of the current lease. The other terms of the new lease to be the same as those of the present Tack.

The Meeting having taken the same into their consideration they recommended it to the respective Trades to meet in their own Rooms and empower their Deacons to treat with the Gentlemen of ye Coffee Room for a lease of their Hall and Glovers Room to commence at the expiry of the present Tack and to give Mr Anderson an answer by Thursday next.

Walter Thomson Convr.

At Dundee the Eight day of June in the year One thousand Eight hundred and five

At a meeting of the Convenor and Deacons of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within the Dyers Room.

The Convenor represented to the Meeting that in consequence of the Resolutions of the last general meeting of the Nine Trades he had called the Deacons together in order to be informed whether they have been empowered by their respective Trades to treat with the Gentlemen of the Coffee Room for a renewal of the Lease of the Hall and it having appeared that that the whole of the Deacons present had powers to this effect it was resolved on by the meeting to make offer to the Committee of Subscribers for the Coffee Room of a Lease for Nine years of the Trades Hall and Glovers Room to commence from the expiry of the present Tack at the yearly rent of Forty five Pounds the other Conditions to be the same as those of the present Lease with the exception of the Convenor and the Deacon of the Glovers enjoying the privilege of Subscribers to the Coffee Room.

A Letter was accordingly written out immediately and subscribed by the Convenor and Deacons present and addressed to Mr Anderson Treasurer to the Coffee Room making the above offer.

Walter Thomson Convr.

At Dundee the Thirty first of July in the year One thousand Eight hundred and five.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day in their Hall

The Convenor represented to the meeting that the Committee appointed by the General meeting of the Twenty second May last had made up their report with respect to the transacting of Letting the Shops to Convenors Thomson and McLagan and the report having been read by the Clerk the meeting appointed it to be printed and Twenty Seven Copies thereof thrown off, three of which copies is to be given to the respective Trades for their Consideration and the types then to be broke down.

Walter Thomson Convr.

At Dundee the Twenty Eight day of August in the year One thousand Eight hundred and five. 

At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within their Hall. The Convenor informed the Trades that he had called them together in consequence of a letter he had received of yesterdays date subscribed by five of the Deacons requesting him to call a meeting of the Trades in order to lay before them a Report of the Committee appointed by the Trades and the Report having been read to the meeting by the Clerk, and as part of it respected Convenors conduct in the Execution of his office, it was proposed that the Convenor should leave the Chair and that a preses should be elected to preside at this meeting in his room and this proposal having been agreed to, the convenor left the Chair and the meeting made choice of Mr James Murray to be their preses.

The Report of the Committee alluded to in the Letter above mentioned addressed to the Convenor, was again read to the meeting and after some observations thereon by the Convenor as to that part of it which respected his conduct, it was agreed that he should be furnished with a copy of it, that he might consider of it against the next General meeting of the Trades and until that time to delay the consideration of the Convenors conduct.

The report of the Committee appointed to be printed by the Sederunt of Thirty first July last was produced to the meeting and three copies of it delivered to each Trade in terms of that Sederunt and the Committee was authorised to print at their own expence as many Copies as they might think necessary to be distributed among the Trades by the Committee as they should think proper. – A Copy of the printed Report was delivered to Convenor Thomson by Deacon Jackson at his own request, in order that he might answer it and Fourteen days were allowed him by the meeting for that purpose. The following resolutions were submitted to the meeting and agreed to.

1st That the Committee be empowered to prosecute the present Convenor and all other Convenors that may be suspected of embezzling or keeping up the Books, Charters or other writings or papers belonging to the General Fund agreeable to the Report given in this day and to do every thing in that matter that they may think necessary for the interest of the Trades.

2d That any two members of the Nine Trades be entitled to require the Convenor to call a meeting of the Deacons upon any business they may think necessary at any time upon giving twenty four hours previous notice a least, and that any one Deacon may do the same.

3d That any four members of the nine Trades or any two Deacons may require the Convenor to call a general meeting of the Nine Trades as above.

4th That the Tradesmen or Deacons above mentioned may or may not state the business of the meetings they may wish to call to the Convenor as they may judge proper.

5th That the Convenor can have no power to require the Deacons to call meetings of their Trades without first inviting all the Deacons to attend him consulting with such Deacons as may attend him on the business of the Trades, deliberate upon the business of such meeting and a majority of the Deacons present must agree to call such meetings.

6th That in case the Deacons shall at any time refuse to call such meetings of their Trades when required by the Convenor the Convenor may upon getting eight members of any of the Trades to concur with him in the propriety of calling a general meeting of the Trades, the Deacons shall thereupon be obliged to call meetings of their respective Trades.

7th That the Convenor or any of the Deacons reusing to comply with any of the above Resolutions shall immediately forfeit his office and also be fined the convenor in the sum of One pound and each Deacon in the sum of Ten shillings and another convenor or deacon may be chosen immediately or the immediate preceding Convenor or Deacon requested to officiate till a new election take place.

James Murray.

At Dundee the Tenth day of September in the year One thousand eight hundred & five. 

At a meeting of the Nine Trades held within their Hall James Murray in the Chair-

Convener Walter Thomson gave in to the meeting a printed Answer to the Report of the Committee, and he having there in resigned his office as convenor, The Trades made choice of Mr John Todd to Officiate as Convenor until Michaelmas and instructed the Deacons to wait on him & initiate the same.- The Convenors answer was at his own request read to the meeting.

James Murray.

Note: It would appear that the charges referred to related to the letting of the shops below the Trades Hall. At least two ex-Conveners were renting shops, with the connivance of the current Convener, and either the rent was either a peppercorn rent or so low as to be corrupt. At this stage I am not certain if the Convener benefited financially from this agreement, but it would seem quite likely that this was the case.

At Dundee the ninth day of October One thousand Eight hundred and five years

At a Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held this day within their Hall

It was represented to the meeting that in the Process at the instance of Alexander McLagan against the Convenor and Deacons the Pursuer had restricted his claim to a Lease of the Shops in the Trades Hall alleged to have been let to him by the Convenor and Deacons to one year and the Convenor submitted to the meeting whither the Trades would allow Mr McLagan to occupy these Shops for that period at the Rent he alleges to have taken them at, or whither they would contest at Law his right to a Set for that period. The Trades after retiring to their respective Rooms resolved to oppose to the utmost Mr McLagan’s claim to a set of the said Shops for any period and they empower their Clerk to take every legal step for that end.

Upon the motion of Thomas Ivory it was resolved that the committee appointed by the Sederunt twenty second May last would be withdrawn and that their power from this date should cease and determine. And upon the motion of William Crawford it was also resolved that a Copy of the accounts of the General fund should be made out by the Clerk at the usual time of Settling and give to the Deacons of the respective Trades to be laid before them for their perusal.

Walter Thomson Convr.

At Dundee the second day of January One thousand Eight hundred and six years

At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within their Hall this day

The Convener represented to the meeting That in the Process at the instance of Alexander McLagan the Magistrates of Dundee had found Alexander McLagan entitled to possess the shops which are the Subject of the Process betwixt him & the Trades for one year at the rent mentioned in the Lybel & had also found the Trades liable in Expenses & the Convener recommended to the Trades to retire to their respective rooms and consider whether they would acquiesce in the Judgement of the Magistrates or carry the matter farther. 

After some altercation among the Members of the Trades Thomas Baxter junior, Baker in Dundee came forth and made the following offer in a Letter of this day addressed to Convener Thomson.

“I do hereby make you offer of the sum of Ten Pounds Sterling of rent yearly for the Shops presently occupied by Mr McLagan & Mrs Williamson above the sum at which they were lately said to be let at to Mr McLagan that is to say I will give the Trades Forty two Pounds of yearly rent therefore and take my chance of the Process now depending at Mr McLagan’s instance against the Trades and relieve them of all Expence that has been or may be incurred therein.”

To this Letter is added the following Postscript:

“Upon the above Terms I am to take the Shops only for a year to commence at the expiry of the present Lease.” 

The Trades having taken this offer into consideration it was resolved that a Copy of it should be given to each Trade and that they should afterwards and within a few days report to the Convener whether it should be accepted of or not.

Walter Thomson Convr.

At Dundee the Sixth day of January One thousand Eight hundred and six years

At a Meeting of the Convener & Deacons of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Dyer’s Room

The Deacons reported to the Convener the sentiments of their respective Trades on the offer made by Thomas Baxter junior for the Shops occupied by Convener McLagan and Mrs Williamson and upon calling over the votes, it appeared that there was a considerable Majority for accepting the said Thomas Baxter’s offer and the Convener was empowered to write him accordingly.

The Conveners Letter of Acceptance was Appointed to be engrossed in the Sederunt Book.

Walter Thomson Convr.

Mr Thomas Baxter junior Baker Dundee

Sir

I received your Letter of 2d Current addressed to me as Convener of the Nine Trades of this Burgh making offer of Forty two pounds of rent for a Lease of one year of the Shops possessed by Mr McLagan and Mrs Williamson to commence at the expiry of the present Lease & to take your chance of the process depending at Mr McLagan’s instance against the Trades respecting these Shops & to relieve them of all expences that has been or may be incurred therein. This Letter I have laid before the Trades, who have authorised me to accept thereof, and I hereby in their name accept of the same accordingly.

It is to be understood that the Trades are not to be brought to any trouble in giving you possession at the term of entry farther than taking the necessary steps for removing Alexander Mower the present Tacksman of the Shops, and it must remain solely with your self to prevent Mr McLagan from continuing in possession in virtue of the new Bargain to alleges to have made with the Trades.

Dundee 14 January 1806

To the Convenor Walter Thomson

I am favoured with your of the 10th wherein you inform me that you have laid my offer before the Nine Trades and they have authorised to accept of the same. In treating with the Trades I hope that you will excuse me in being a little particular. I must inform you that until your letter is authenticated by the respective Signatures of those Deacons whose Trades you say have authorised them to treat with me I cannot return you any answer believe to be with the greatest respect, Sir

Your obt 

(Signed) Thomas Baxter Jr.

To Thomas Baxter Jr.

Sir

In answer to your Letter of the 14th Curt. I prefix you Copy of the Sederunt of the Deacons of the Nine Trades authorising me to accept of your offer for the shops occupied by Mr McLagan & Mrs Williamson which I hope will satisfy you that my powers were sufficient: 

The Original Sederunt Signed by the Deacons is in the hands of the Clerk to the Nine Trades, to whom, if you wish to see it, you may apply.

I am

Sir

Your Most Obt Servt.

Dundee 5th Feby 1806

Sir

As I have a new proposition to submit to the Trades with regard to Mr McLagans and Mrs Williamson’s Shops.

I request you will have the goodness to call a general meeting tomorrow afternoon a 3 o’clock if convenient as it will be for the interest of the Trades to decide upon the proposal I have to make immediately.

I am 

Sir

Your most obt.

(Signed)  Thomas Baxter Jr.

At Dundee the Sixth day of February in the year One thousand Eight hundred and six 

At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within their Hall

Convenor Thomson represented to the meeting  that he had called them together in consequence of a Letter he had received from Thomas Baxter Junior saying he had a proposal to submit to the Trades respecting Mr McLagan and Mrs Williamson’s Shops which it was necessary to decide upon immediately.

The said Thomas Baxter then came forward and stated to he meeting that he had received a letter from Messers Paterson and James Saunders, Agents for Mr McLagan proposing to give up to the Nine Trades his claim of a Let of his own and Mrs Williamson’s Shops upon condition that he the said Thomas Baxter would give up his bargain; both parties paying their own expence, and the said Thomas Baxter further stated that he was willing to agree to this proposal and to give up the bargain he had made with the Trades and every claim he had to the Shops in consequence thereof.

The Meeting having taken this proposal into their consideration they agreed to relieve the said Thomas Baxter of the bargain he has entered into with the Trades and to take the Shops from him and Mr McLagan into their own hands.

Thereafter it was resolved that the whole of the shops under the Exchange Coffee Room should be Let by Public Roup on Thursday the sixth day of March next upon a Lease for nine years and a half. The entry to be made at the term of Martinmas being the term at which the present Tacks expire. The Roup to be advertised immediately.

It was represented to the Meeting by Deacon Rough that Mr Morren had paid out Nine pounds Seven shillings in erecting Partition Walls in Mr McLagan’s Shop and Cellar and that Mr Morren had requested him to apply to the Trades in his name for repayment of that sum as the Partitions would be useful and worth the money to the Trades.

The Trades having retired to their respective Rooms to consider of this matter it was agreed that Mr Morren should be allowed the above mentioned sum out of his present years Rent.

In witness thereof this Sederunt is Subscribed by Walter Thomson the present Convenor and also by the said Alexander McLagan and Thomas Baxter in token of their agreeing to what part of it respected them.

Walter Thomson Conr.

Thomas Baxter Jn.

At Dundee the ninth day of August in the year One thousand Eight hundred and six. – At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within their Hall this day

…At this meeting it was agreed that the three shops in the Northside of the Hall should be lowered in the floors and for this purpose the present Tenants should be summoned to remove against the ensuing term of Martinmas and it was recommended to he Convenor in the meantime to procure estimates of the expence and lay them before the Trades…

(Signed) Walter Thomson Convenor.

At Dundee the Third day of December in the year One thousand Eight hundred and six. – At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within their Hall 

…The Convenor also represented that by a Minute of the Trades of date 9th August last it was agreed that the Three Shops on the Northside of the Hall should be lowered in the Floors and that the Tenants should be summoned to remove and the Convenor wished to be instructed whether he should proceed with the repairs and procured Estimates of the Expence in terms of the Minute mentioned…

2nd that he Convenor employ Tradesmen of Skill and character to give in Estimates of the Expence of lowering the Floors and otherways altering and improving the Shops above mentioned as may be judged necessary to make them commodious and that the Tradesmen so to be employed should be informed to give in their Estimates on such terms as they will undertake to perform the work at, and that the Convenor be impowered to converse with John Skirving, Wright about the matter of executing the alterations and to get a plan thereof from him to be laid before the Tradesmen required to give Estimates. Which Estimates should be Sealed up and delivered to the Convenor and by him reported to Trades for their consideration and that this should be done without delay in order that the work may be proceded in as fast as possible.

3d. That Miss Beveridge be allowed to hang the Shutters of her Windows agreeable to her request.

At Dundee the Seventeenth day of January Eighteen hundred and Seven. – At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within their Hall this Day

The convenor represented to the Meeting that he had received Four Estimates from different Tradesmen for altering the Three Northmost Shops in the Hall; which were read to the Meeting. And the Trades having retired to their respective Rooms to deliberate in said Estimates it was agreed that the lowest being the Estimate given in by George Coupar Junr., a Mason and James Bennet, Wright should be accepted of, they finding Security not to injure the fabric and to have their work completed by the Thirteenth day of April next.

The Windows to have twelve panes of Glass in each, and the Wood to be all foreign and the Cellars to be deepened if possible. Upon these terms the Convenor and Nine Deacons were authorised to enter into a Contract with the said George Coupar Junior and James Bennet. And it was agreed that John Skirving, Wright should superintend the work and see that it is properly executed along with George Coupar, mason

At Dundee the Nineteenth day of February in the year One thousand Eight hundred and Seven. – At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within their Hall this Day

The Convenor represented to the meeting that a Bill of Suspension and Interdict had been applied for, and obtained at the instance of William Hogg present Deacon of the Bonnetmaker Trade on pretence that he was not consulted at entering into the agreement with the Tradesmen for executing the repairs on the Shops in the Trades Hall whereby these repairs had been put a stopt to. That since this Interdict had been intimated to the Convener he had laid the same before the members of the General Fund who had instructed him to answer the Bill and approved of his conduct and that of the Fund Boxmaster’s in entering into the foresaid Agreement with the Tradesmen.

That since the meeting of the General fund the Convenor had received two Letters from the said William Hogg couched in language very disrespectful to him and the other members of the General fund in which Letters the said William Hogg requested the Convenor to call a General meeting of the Nine Trades at which he was to submit certain conditions on which he would agree to withdraw the Interdict and the Convenor having again consulted with the General fund he had by their advice called the present meeting.

And the before mentioned Letters being read to the meeting they came to the following Resolutions.

1st The meeting approved of the conduct of the Convenor and fund Boxmasters and of the agreement entered into by them with the Tradesmen for executing the alterations on the Three Eastmost Shops in the Trades Hall which they were authorised to do by the Trades and they refused to agree to any of the conditions proposed by the said William Hogg under which he was to consent to remove the Interdict but recommended to the Convenor to take steps for getting the same legally removed.

2ly The meeting highly disapproved of the conduct and proceedings of the said William Hogg as calculated only to put the Trades to trouble and expence and to retard the Completion of, or necessary repair in their property, which will serve greatly to benefit their funds, by increasing considerably the Rents of the Shops under Repair.

3d The meeting were of opinion that the Letters written by the said William Hogg to the Convenor were highly disrespectful to him and to the Trades in general and couched in a most scurrilous and improper language and that therefore the said William Hogg ought to be severely censured from the Chair accordingly.

At Dundee the Twenty first day of May in the year One thousand Eight hundred and Seven. – At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within their Hall this Day

…the Convenor read to the Meeting a letter Addressed to him and subscribed by William Hogg present Deacon of the Bonnetmaker Trade which the meeting are of opinion was an insult to the Convenor, and in consequence of which and of the said William Hogg’s former irregular and disorderly behaviour at the Meetings of the Trades they recommend it to the Convenor not to intimate to him any further meeting of the Nine Trades but that the same should be intimated to his predecessor in office.

And it was further intimated to the members of the Bonnetmaker Trade present at the Meeting that the Trades would not receive the said William Hogg as the representative of the said Bonnetmaker Trade at any of their future general meetings during his present Deaconship and until he made a apology for his past conduct and promised to behave himself more ordiraly in future.

At Dundee the fifth day of April in the year Eighteen hundred and Fourteen

At a Meeting of the General Fund of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within the Dyer’s Room this day

…The Convener further laid before the meeting a Letter received by him from the committee of the exchange Coffee Room wishing to know on what conditions the Nine Trades will renew the Lease of their Hall for nine, fifteen or nineteen years.

On this Letter the meeting did not come to any decision but appointed another meeting to be held on the Twelth Current to take the same into further consideration.

Dundee 12 April 1814

The Members of the General Fund having resumed the consideration of the Letter from the Committee of the Exchange Coffee room Unanimously resolved to recommend to the respective Incorporations, to make offer to the Committee, to renew the Lease of the Hall for nine years after the expiry of the present tack at they yearly rent of One hundred pounds Sterling.

The Meeting recommended also to the Convener to call a General Meeting of the nine Trades on Wednesday the 27th Currt. for the purpose of deciding on the Offer as above proposed.

At Dundee the Twenty seventh day of April in the year Eighteen hundred and Fourteen

At a meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within their Hall this day at Four o’clock afternoon

The Convener represented to the meeting that he had received a Latter from the Treasurer of the Exchange Coffee room, which was read to the meeting wishing the Trades to make offer to renew the Lease of the Hall.

The Convener also stated that it was the opinion of the members of the General Fund that the Lease should be renewed for Nine years from the expiry of the present Tack at the yearly Rent of One hundred Pounds sterling under the conditions contained in the Current Lease.

The trades having taken this matter into their consideration in their respective Rooms resolved that an offer should be made to the Committee of the Coffee Room of a Lease for Nine Years to commence at the period before mentioned at the yearly Rent of One hundred Pounds Sterling and Authorised the Convener to make an offer accordingly.

The acceptance of the Committee betwixt and the first day of June next to be binding on the Trades.

At Dundee the Twenty seventh day of December Eighteen hundred and Fourteen years

At a meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held this day within their Hall

The Convr. laid before the meeting a letter from the secretary of the Exchange Coffee room dated the 21st current making offer of Sixty pounds for a lease of the Hall yearly rent exclusive of the Glovers room for such number of years as may be agreed on after the expiry of the present Lease. The Trades retired to their respective rooms to deliberate on said offer, and afterwards unanimously refused the same. The Convr, was then authorised to offer to the Committee of the Exchange Coffee room a Lease of the Hall for Seven or Nine years in the option of the Committee, at the yearly rent of Seventy pounds to commence the expiry of the present Lease, and under the Conditions therein specified. The offer to be binding on the Trades if accepted within Ten days from this date.

Dundee 17th Jany 1815

The Meeting resolved that the Convener address a letter to the Secretary of he Coffee room in answer to his of 10h Curt that the Trades have no objections to an opening at the end of the third, sixth years of the Lease but which it shall be in the option of either party to renounce the same upon giving twelve months previous notice. That if this is agreeable to the Subscribers then the Trades will enter into a Lease on the other conditions mentd. In Mr Drummonds Letter.

At Dundee the Second day of February in the year Eighteen hundred and fifteen and at a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within their Hall

The Convener stated to the meeting that he had received a letter from the Secretary of the Exchange Coffee room dated 27th Ulto relative to a Lease of the Trades Hall. The meeting after some discussion agreed to adjourn the consideration of this subject of this Letter until 15th Currt.

At Dundee the Fifteenth day of February in the year Eighteen hundred and fifteen and at a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within their Hall this day in consequence of a previous advertisement in the  Newspaper

The meeting resumed the consideration of the Letter from Mr Drummond Secretary to the Exchange Coffee room of the 27th Jany last when it was agreed to enter into a Lease of the Trades Hall to the subscribers of the Coffee Room upon the terms mentioned in that Letter and under this condition that the Nine Trades shall be allowed the use of their Hall in the King’s birthday after 12 o’clock and the other conditions contained in the Current Lease.

At Dundee the thirteenth day of September in the year Eighteen hundred and fifteen and at a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within their Hall

The Convr laid before the meeting three separate offers made by Tradesmen for the repairing the South & front Shops of the Hall – one from John Skirving & William Thomson – another by Patrick Scott and a third by William Keay.

Mr Keay’s offer was approved of being Two hundred and Eight pounds for the whole Shops & Fifty pounds of deduction in case the Front shops are not altered.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within their Hall upon Wednesday the Twenty ninth day of January in the year Eighteen hundred and Seventeen

..Resolved that the Shops and Cellars under the Trade’s Hall presently occupied by the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffee room be set by Public roup for Five years from Whitsunday next, and that an Advertisement of the roup be inserted three times in the Dundee Advertiser and Courier – the Roup to take place on the first Wednesday of March next.

At Dundee the Twenty ninth day of April Eighteen hundred and eighteen years

At a Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within their Hall at four o’clock afternoon

The Convener stated to the meeting that he and the Nine Deacons had been waited upon by two of the members of the Committee for the Exchange Coffee Room who intimated that their funds for the preceding year had fallen considerably short of their expenditure, and that unless the Trades would reduce the rent of the Coffee Room the subscribers would give it up at t expiry of the Lease.

After considerable discussion the convener was authorised to Offer to the Committee a Lease of the Room for three years after Martinmas next the term when the present Lease expires at Fifty pounds yearly rent payable half yearly.

To 
The committee of the exchange coffee room
Dundee
Dundee 29th April 1818

Gentlemen

In consequence of a Meeting with Messers Blair and Brown two of your number, relative to a reduction of the present rent payable for the Coffee Room, I this day called a Meeting of the Nine Trades and I am now authorised to offer you the Coffee Room on a Lease for three years, to commence after the expiry of the present Tack, which happens at Martinmas next, at Fifty five pounds of yearly rent payable half yearly, - but it is understood this does not include the Glover’s Room, for which a separate bargain with the Trade must be made.

Your acceptance of this offer shall be binding on the Trades.

I am, Gentlemen

Your most obdt Servt

Signed) James Gellatly

At a meeting of the General Fund of the Nine Trades held the Twenty seventh day of May eighteen hundred and Eighteen within the Dyer’s Room

The Convener stated to the meeting that the slate of the roof on the Trade’s Hall required repair and that it had been complained of by some of the Tenants.

The meeting having taken this statement into consideration and before determining on repairing the roof of the Hall appoint David Low and William Craigie, Slaters in Dundee to inspect the roof of the Hall and to report their opinion as to the state of it, and in their report to say whither it stands in need of repair, and to point out the particular repairs necessary to be performed.

At a meeting of the Members of the General Fund of the Nine Trades held the Third day of June eighteen hundred and Eighteen 

There was produced a report upon the state of the roof of the Trades Hall by David Low and William Craigie, Slaters, from which report it appeared that he roof was in a very bad state, the slates and nails being all blasted and the wood under them in several parts much injured. They therefore recommended the roof to be all slated anew with the best Old Eisdale Slates and Copper nails to fasten them. If this were done they consider the roof would last out the present wood work,

The Meeting after maturely considering the report recommended to the convener to call a General Meeting of the Trades to determine what steps should be taken to accomplish a thorough repair of the Roof during the Summer.

James Gellatly Esqr.

Dundee 8th June 1818

Sir

Yours of the 29th April last addressed to the Committee of the exchange Coffee Room and offering a Lease of the Hall for three years was duly received. I am authorised to intimate to you that the Subscribers of the Dundee Exchange Coffee Room accept your offer of the Trades hall for three years from Martinmas next at Fifty five pounds of yearly rent payable half yearly.

I am 

Respectfully Sir Your most obdt. Serv.

(Signed) Thomas Drummond Secy.

At a Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within their Hall on Wednesday the Twenty fourth day of June Eighteen hundred and eighteen

The Convener read to the Meeting a Copy of a letter from Thomas Drummond Secretary to the Exchange Coffee Room accepting of the offer made to them by the Trades of a lease of the Room for three years after Martinmas next at Fifty pounds of yearly rent – of which letter the tenor follows:

James Gellatly Esqr. 

Dundee 8th June 1818

Sir 

Yours of the 29th April last addressed to the Committee of the Exchange Coffee Room and offering a Lease of the Hall for three years was duly received.

I am authorised to intimate to you that the Subscribers of the Dundee Exchange Coffee Room accept your offer of the Trades hall for three years from Martinmas next at Fifty five pounds of yearly rent payable half yearly.

Sir

Your most obt servt

(Signed) Thomas Drummond Secy.

At a Meeting of the Members of the General Fund of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within the Dyers Room the second day of July 1818

Convener Gellatly in the Chair

The Convener produced to the Meeting three several Estimates received by him for taking off the roof of the Trades hall and replacing them with new slates. - One from William Craigie – another from David Low – and the third from John Martin all Slaters. The Estimates are as follows:

To the Nine Trades of Dundee

Dundee 29 June 1818

Gentn

I hereby make offer to Tirr and Reslate your Hall with best Old Eisdale of Ballihoulish slates, Wrought Copper Nails eight an ten lb per Thousand and to allow you two men of your own chousing to inspect the Work when finished so as it shall be finished in a substantial manner. – I also oblige myself to uphold the same for the space of three years after it is finished for the sun of One Hundred and Fifty Nine pounds Stg. and Deduct Eight pounds Ten shillings for the old slates, Leaving a Bal of One hundred and fifty pounds Ten Stg. and to do it with Cast Copper Nails will Deduct Twenty pounds Leaving a balance of One hundred and Thirty pounds Ten shillings Stg.

(Signed) William Craigie.

Dundee 30 June 1818

Sir

I hereby make offer to tirr the Nine Trades Hall & cover afresh again with the best old Esidale Slates finding worked copper nails & all other materials all for the sum of One hundred & sixty four pounds Stg. & with cast Copper nail & other meterels as above for the sum of One hundred & Forty six pounds Sterling deducting from either of the sums ten pounds for old meterels, the work to be don in a Substancil & workmen like manner and to uphold the same four years after finished.

I am

Sir

Your truly

(Signed) David Low

Gentilmen

11818 Dundee June 30th
I mak offer to uncover the Nine trades hall and slat again with the Best old Easdail slats and Copar Nails wrought Copar and plaster for the same for the some of £169 punds Stg. or to don the same with Cast Nails Copar and Bras for the soom of £153 pounds Stg. and Dudick fore the old materials nine pounds Stg. the work will be finished on A substantial mennar an uphold the Roof one twelve month after finished.

I am your most obt

(Signed) John Martin slator.

The meeting having considered the offers agree to accept of Mr Craigie’s as the lowest, -the Nails for fastening the Slates to be of wrought Copper, and the Convener is hereby authorised to accept of Mr Craigie’s offer accordingly and to return him an answer to his letter to that effect.

The Slates to be the best Eisdale – the roof to be finished as soon as possible but not later than 15th September next – the lead to be put on in terms of the Specification.

That Convener Gellatly, Convener Mitchell, deacon Ivory and the Boxmaster to the general fund be appointed as a Committee to see that the work is properly executed, and to inspect the same from time to time and if necessary to employ a Tradesman to attend them.

The Committee appointed by the Sederunt of 29th January last reported that they had searched the locked Chest belonging to the Nine Trades and that they had not found any papers therein except what were contained in the Inventories, and particularly by Decree or extract of Declarator of the Court of Session at the instance of the Magistrates against the Trades, and that there were no papers amissing so far as they could discover.

Mr Walter Thomson moved That as the Charges brought forward by Deacon Hogg against Deacon Mudie at the Meeting of the Members of the General fund on 19th January last appear upon investigation to be altogether unfounded, and as Mr Hogg refused to make any apology for his conduct that he be censured by this Meeting.

This Motion was seconded by Mr Ivory. The Meeting agreed to the Motion and Mr Hogg is hereby censured accordingly.

Convener Mitchell here took the Chair.

Mr Mudie moved That as Deacon Hogg offered a Gross and unprovoked insult to Convener Gellatly in the Town council on Monday last by accusing him of producing in Council a false Minute of the proceedings of the Nine Trades unless the said Deacon Hogg do now make an apology for the same, this Court do pass a vote of censure on him for conduct so unbecoming in one of its members.

The Motion was Seconded by Deacon Ivory and was carried unanimously.

Mr Walter Thomson moved that this Court do recommend to the Bonnet maker Trade to send another Deacon to the Town Council and Convener Court in the name of Deacon Hogg and one properly qualified by being a Burgess.

Seconded by Mr Mudie and agreed to unanimously.

That a Copy of the last part of this minute relative to the Bonnet Maker Trade be transmitted to Mr Christie to be laid before them.

At a general meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee Assembled in common Hall on the Twelfth day of January One thousand eight hundred and Twenty.

Convener William Lindsay in the Chair.

…Upon the representation of Mr Ivory the Meeting recommended to the Committee to enquire into the mode of letting the Glovers room, and in what manner the Funds drawn from it have been appropriated. (see enquiry into File named Conveners Powers).

At a general meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee Assembled in common Hall on Thursday the sixth day of September One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one

Convener John Sime in the Chair

The Convener stated that Provost Brown and Mr William Bisset on the part of the Committee of the Subscribers to the Coffee Room, had called upon him for the purpose of making arrangements for taking another Lease of the Trades hall for Three years from Martinmas first when the Current Lease of it expires. The Convener therefore wished to know the terms upon which the Trades would let the Hall for another three years.

Deacon Pullar moved that the Meeting shall authorise the Convener and nine Deacons to offer a Lease of the Hall for Three years after Martinmas next at the yearly rent of Sixty pounds Sterling. This Motion was seconded by Mr Alexander Anderson.

Deacon Rough moved that the Meeting should authorise the Convener and Nine Deacons to treat with the Subscribers of the Coffee Room for a Lease of the Hall with instructions to them not to take less than a rent of fifty five pounds Sterling per annum. This Motion was seconded by Deacon Spalding.

The Meeting having divided upon these two motions, Deacon Pullars motion was carried. The convener stated that the Leases of the shops below the Hall expired at Whitsunday 1822, and that it would therefore be proper to advertise occasionally in the Dundee Newspapers that they would become vacant at that term when they would again be let.

The Meeting directed this be done.

Copy Letter written to Messers Brown & Bisset

D. Brown & Wm. Bisset Esqrs.

Dundee


Dundee 7 Sepr 1821

Gentlemen

In Terms of instructions from a general meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held here yesterday, I hereby offer on their account to let the Trades Hall on a Lease for 3 years from Martinmas first to the subscribers of the Coffee Room at the yearly rent of Sixty pounds Sterling. Your answer on Monday or Tuesday is requested.

The Glovers room forms no part of the Bargain.

I am &c

John Sime Conr

At a General Meeting of the Convener and Deacons Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Dyers Room on eleventh day of September One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one years

There was laid before the Meeting by the Convener a Letter from Messers Brown and Bisset in answer to the Offer, which the Trades made to them to let them their Hall for three years at Sixty pounds Stg. per annum. In that Letter the Committee of the Subscribers to the Coffee Room declined to give any rise of rent, but offer to take a new Lease for Three years at the old Rent vizt. Fifty five pounds Stg. yearly.

The Meeting were of opinion that the Offer which has been made should be reiterated: that it should be mentioned that the Meeting had no power to reduce the Rent asked; and that a peremptory answer accepting or refining the offer should be asked by the fifteenth Current.

The Meeting having considered that the Leases of the shops below the Hall expired at Whitsunday 1822, were of opinion that it should be advertised in the Dundee Newspapers that they were to be let again at that term, - that it should be mentioned in the advertisement that the shop presently possessed by Mr Brook at the South west corner of the Hall will be improved and put in the same condition as the one now occupied by Mr Cameron. That an intimation of the Leases being out should be put in the Dundee Newspapers on Friday the twentieth current, particulars to be given in a future advertisement. That the Shops ought also to be afterwards advertised in the Edinburgh evening Courant.

Copy Letter by the Convener to Messers Brown & Bisset 

Dundee 12 Septr 1821

Gentlemen

I was favoured with yours of the 10th Curt. offering to take a new Lease of the Trades Hall at the present Rent vizt. £55 Stg. per annum. In consequence of your offer I called a meeting of the Deacons yesterday and laid it before them. And they directed me to repeat the offer which I formerly made to You to Let the Hall for 3 years from Martinmas first at £60 Stg. yearly; to state that the Meeting had no power to reduce the Rent; & to request a peremptory Answer refusing or Accepting of the Offer formerly made and now repeated on or before the 15th Curt.

If the offer be accepted of, it is of course understood that the Trades are to have the privilege of Meeting in their Hall &c as at present, and that you will require to make a separate bargain for the Glovers Room.

Your answer is therefore requested on or before the above day.

(Signed) John Sime Conr.

At a Meeting of the Convener and Deacons Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Bakers Room on Twenty seventh day of September One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one years

The Convener in the Chair

The Convener produced to the Meeting a Letter which he had received from Provost Brown stating that at a general meeting of the Subscribers of the Coffee Room it was resolved by them to offer to take the Hall as they have it at [present on a Lease for three years from Martinmas first at £55 Sterling yearly. But that the funds of the Subscribers would not afford more.

This Letter having been read it was resolved that it should be laid before the general meeting of the Trades which was to be held this day; and that it should be intimated that the business about Letting the Hall would be considered tomorrow at the general meeting then to be held.

The Meeting requested the Convener in the meantime to intimate to Provost Brown that his subject would be considered tomorrow accordingly.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

At a general meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee Assembled in common Hall on Wednesday the Twenty seventh day of September One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one

Convener James Chalmers in the Chair

Provost Brown’s Letter to the Convener relative to the Hall, referred to in the Minutes of the Meeting of the Convener & Deacons held this day, was read over, as well as the Minutes of that Meeting themselves. And it was agreed by the Meeting that the Subject of the Letter should be taken into consideration by the Trades to morrow at their general meeting.

Jas. Chalmers, Convener.

At a general meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee Assembled in common Hall on the Twenty seventh day of September One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one

Convener James Chalmers in the Chair

The minutes of last Meeting were read over, & the Letter from Provost Brown to the Convener relative to the Letting of the Hall was also again read.

Deacon Rough moved that this meeting should authorise the Convener and Deacons to Conclude a bargain with the Subscribers to the Coffee Room for Letting the Hall on the most advantageous terms they can for the Trades with instructions not to take less than Fifty five pounds per annum, - which Motion was seconded by Mr Alexander Anderson.

Mr Matthewson moved as an amendment that the Convener and Deacons should not have power to accept of a less sum than sixty pounds Sterling per Annum, - which was seconded by Mr McCash.

The Meeting having divided, Deacon Rough’s Motion was carried by a Majority.

At a Meeting of the Convener and Deacons Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Town Hall of Dundee on Twenty seventh day of September One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one years

In terms of the instructions the Meeting received this day from the Trades, the Convener & Deacons took into consideration whether the offer made by Provost Brown on behalf of the Coffee Room Subscribers for a Lease of the Trades Hall should be accepted of or not, - When Deacons Pullar, Dron and Watt were of opinion that the offer already made by the Trades to let the Hall for sixty pounds Stg. per annum, should be adhered to.

On the Contrary Deacons Hill, Christie, Watson, Gellatly, Spalding, and Fenton were of opinion that the offer made by the Subscribers to the Coffee Room should be accepted of. The Convener was accordingly instructed to accept of the offer.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

Copy Letter by the Convener accepting of the Subscribers offer.

Dundee 28th Ser 1821

Dad. Brown Esqr

Sir 

I do hereby accept your offer Lease of three years of the Trades Hall from and after Martinmas next for the use of the Coffee Room Subscribers in terms of your Letter of the 24th Currt. and for which a regular Lease shall be extended when required.

(signed) Jas. Chalmers., Conr.

At a general meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within their Hall upon Twenty Thursday the Thirtieth  day of December  One thousand eight hundred and Twenty one

Convener James Chalmers in the Chair

…The Convener then stated to the Meeting that the lease of the Shops and Cellars under the Trades Hall expired at the term of Whitsunday next and that he had caused an Advertisement be put in the Newspapers that they were again to be let by Public Roup on Wednesday the ninth day of January next for a term of years after Whitsunday next to be specified in a future Advertisement. 

That he had met with the Deacons upon this subject, who were of opinion that they should be let for a period of Seven or nine years and the Convener now wished that the Trades should consider the Subject & resolve on the length of the leases, and the Sums at which the Shops & Cellars should be set up. 

Mr Matthewson moved that the leases of the Shops and Cellars should be for the space of Nine years from the foresaid term of Whitsunday next, and that the Sums at which they should be set up should be their present rents, except Mr Taylor’s Shop which should be set up at £20, of yearly rent.

That the present Convener, late Convener Sime, the Boxmaster of the General fund and the Nine present Deacons be appointed a Committee for fixing the conditions of the Roup and carrying it into effect; also that James Keith be appointed Auctioneer. This Motion was seconded by Mr Kirkland and agreed to.

At a meeting of the convener, Boxmaster and Deacons of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Office of I. H. & L. Baxter Writers there at Seven o’clock Evening called for the purpose of deciding with regard to the Cautions Afforded by the Tacksmen of the Shops and Cellars under the Trades Hall

Present 
Convener James Chalmers
Boxmaster Thomson


Deacon Pullar
Deacon Christie


Deacon Dron
Deacon Currance


Deacon Watson
Deacon Spalding

Convener Chalmers in the Chair

The Convener stated to the Meeting that the Cautioners proposed were as follows 

for James Buchan
William Stratton


for John Arklay
Geo. Gibson, Currier Chapelshade

for I. H. Baxter
Thomas H. Baxter, Grocer


for A. Cammeron
John Russet, Midlefeild


for G. R. Baxter
Do. Hutchison, Grocer

for A. Merchant
Convr J. Chalmers

And that Alers. Anderson offered to deposit in the General Fund the sum of Two Hundred pounds Sterling to lie during the Currency of his lease at an Interest of five per Cent as security for paymt of his Rents.

All these securities with the exception of Mr Gibson for Mr Arklay were approved of Unanimously and he was only objected to on the grounds that none of the Gentlemen present were sufficiently acquainted with him. The Clerk was therefore instructed to Apply to Mr Arklay for another Cautioner either alone or in Conjunction with Mr Gibson.

The Meeting authorised the Convener, Boxmaster and Deacon Christie to decide with regard to the Cautioner to be offered by Mr Barclay.

The Boxmaster was instructed by the Meeting to adopt legal measures against Mr Taylor for recovery of the rent due by him at Martinmas last unless it be paid by the 8th Current and instructed the Clerk to write Mr Taylor to that effect.

The Convener proposed that in addition to the alterations mentioned in the articles of Roup a large Window fronting Castle Street should be made in the Shop taken by Mr Buchan and presently occupied by Mr Brooks and the two small Windows built up.

The Meeting approved of this and appointed the Convener, Boxmaster, old Convener Sime, Mr Christie an Committee to get Specifications of the work to be done and to advertise for and take in offers to be submitted to the Committee appointed for letting the Shops for their Approbation.

The Meeting requested the same Committee to inspect the Cellar below Mr Taylor’s shop along with a Tradesman to ascertain whether it stood in need of any Alterations or repairs.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

At a meeting of the Nine  Incorporated Trades of Dundee held in their Hall on the First day of February One Thousand and Eighteen Hundred and Twenty two years.

Convener James Chalmers in the Chair

The Convener stated to the Meeting that the Shops and Cellars under the Hall had been lett on a Lease of Nine years from and after Whitsunday first At an Advanced Rent, - And that the Hall and Shops were lett of Collective Amount to Three Hundred and Nine pounds Sterling Yearly viz.

For the Hall occupied by the Coffee Room Subscribers
£55-“-“

For the two Shops taken by Mr G. r. Baxter, Confectioner
£58-“-“

For Two Shops and Cellars taken by Mr Buchan
£70-“-“

For One Shop in front by Mr Cameron Jeweler
£40-“-“

For One Shop and Cellar by Mr Jas, H. Baxter
£19-“-“

For One Shop and Cellar by Mrs Anderson
£27-“-“

For One Shop and Cellar by Mr Merchant vintener
£20-“-“

For One Shop and Cellar by Mr Arklay
£20-“-“

Total
£309

The Tenants had all found sufficient Security for the rents and that the Tacks would be extended soon, Under the direction of the Committee appointed by a former Meeting.

Dundee 11th March 1822

The Sub committee which was appointed to superintend the proposed alterations on the shops occupied by Mr Brooks met in Convener Chalmers Shop – present Convener Sime & Chalmers Deacon Christie & Mr Peter Thomson.

The plans & specification drawn out by Mr Black were laid before the Committee and approved of, the Convener was  required to advertise by hand Bills for Contractors to do the work in conformity to the Plan &c the offers to be advised to  the Convener by Monday the 25th Curt – the contractors binding himself to finish the work within fourteen days after the term of Whitsunday first.

Jas. Chalmers Convener.

Bakers Room 27 March 1822

A meeting of the Committee appointed for letting & altering the Trades Shops, held this evening for the  purpose of considering the offers to make the alterations on the shop occupied by Mr Brooks in conformity to the above.

…The following offers were opened before the meeting viz.

William Thomson for Mason work only 
£19.10/-

Do. Hean for Wright work
£21.10/-

Geo Coupar for Mason work
£20.10/-

Alex. Bruce for Wright & Mason work
£50.  

And if new pavement for the Cellar £5 more

Jas. Knight Jun for Wright & Mason work
£37. 5/-

And £5 more if new pavement is required

William Key for Wright & Mason work
£36.

And if new pavement for the cellars is required £4.10/- more.

Mr Key’s offer being the lowest is therefore accepted by the Committee, and the Convener is hereby instructed to write Mr Key to that effect stating that 14 days will be allowed for the alterations after the term day. And if he takes more he will have to allow the Trades the proportion of rent they will have to abate by keeping the tenant longer out of his shop, also that if any of the old pavement will relay Mr Key will have to allow for it in preparation of his own charges for new.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

Balers Room 30th March 1822

The Committee which was appointed for the purpose of letting the shops met this day when the Convener stated that he had called them together to intimate that Mr Key declined commencing with the alterations on Mr Brooks shop upon so limited a time, but that he would begin with the work immediately after the term day & finish as quickly as possible provided it was agreeable to the Committee.

It was resolved to allow Mr Key Twenty one working days to complete the work, if he declined on these terms to accept of Mr Knight’s offers, and the Committee authorize the Convener to settle with either.

It was agreed to allow Mr Keith two guineas for rouping the shops & instructed the Convener to give payment for that sum.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

Dundee 6th April 1822

Mr Key

Dear Sir

I am requested by the Committee of the Trades to intimate to you, that your offer to make the alterations on the shop presently occupied by Mr Brooks agreeable to the plan & specification has been accepted.

And it is expected that you have the Mason work so far prepared as to enable you to begin immediately after the term day as an abatement has to be exceed to the tenant for the time he is kept out of the shop after the term, and it is hope that you will not exceed three weeks in finishing unless some unforeseen obstacle comes in the way.

I am Sir

Jas, Chalmers Convr.

At a Meeting of the Nine Trades appointed for the purpose of letting & getting altered the shops under their Hall held within the Bakers Room Dundee 22 April 1822

The Convener stated that he had called the Committee in consequence of a suggestion by Mr Key & Mr Wm. Thomson Mason of a small alteration that would be necessary on Mr Brooks cellar door – that the proposed alteration including a new door would not cost above £5.

The meeting agreed that the alteration should be made upon the most economical plan possible and appointed the Convener Mr Christie & Mr Thomson to attend to the same.

The Convener also stated that he thought it would b of service to the Hall, to new point the South west corner with cement and fill up the needles holes under the roof on the same side which was left to the same subcommittee to see done. 

Jas Chalmers Convener

At Dundee 12th June 1822 which day the Nine Incorporated Trades in Common Hall Assembled called by a written Notice

…The Convener stated to the Meeting that the outside Wall of the Hall was going fast into decay and as some of the deacons had met and taken the matter into consideration, thought it proper to call a General meeting to take their opinion on the same.

It was moved by Mr Justice that the Committee who had the charge of the other repairs of the Shops should be continued & powers allowed tem to agree with the Tradesmen to do it the best and most economical manner possible which was seconded by deacon Spalding and unanimously agreed to.

Bakers Room 13th June 1822

The Committee met for the purpose of deciding on the repairs spoken of at the General Meeting yesterday.

…Mr Wm. Thomson mason was called & stated to the Meeting his opinion of the front of the Hall and recommended that all the loose Stones & Sealls should be taken off & then to have two coats of Linseed oil pit on it which would harden the stones and prevent further decay – the expences of which would be about £13 Stg.

The Meeting instructed Mr Thomson to proceed with the work and also to examine & repair the Chimney tops so far as they require.

The Meeting also authorised Mr key to repair such Window Shutters in the Hall as may require it and agreed that a cast Iron spout should be got for the north corner after the Street is lowered.

Jas. Chalmers Convr.

Bakers Room 1st July 1822

The Committee of Deacons &c for superintending the repairs on the Hall met for the purpose of hearing Messers Black and Thomson’s report on the state of the Vases.

… Messers Black and Thomson stated their opinion that these vases particularly the centre one, were in a very unsafe condition and recommended that they should either be repaired or removed.

The Meeting then determined on removing them and substituting square blocks in their stead and desired Mr Thomson to do the work before he allowed his men to go away from the Hall repairs.

It was also resolved to paint all the outside wood of the Windows and the drapery of stone in front of the Hall, and authorised the Convener to employ Mr Mearn to do that work.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

Bakers Room 19th Augt 1822

In consequence of a requisition from the Convener, the Committee appointed for letting and repairing the Hall and Shops met this evening for the purpose of examining and passing the accounts of the Tradesmen engaged in executing the work.

…The following accounts were presented to the Meeting

No 1. John McIntosh, Blacksmith
£2:1:11

No 2. James Mearns, Painter
£5:8:  5

No 3. Wm. Key, Wright contract
£40:10:0

                Do           do extra work
£  8:19:4

No 4. Wm. Thomson, Mason
£23: 3: 6

No 5. James Black, Architect
£  2:10:0 

No 6. J. N & W. Baxter, Writers
£17: 1: 9

£99:14:7

Which were examined and the Boxmaster instructed to pay the same.

Jas. Chalmers Convener

Bakers Room 10th Sept 1822

… The Convener stated that a Bill was drawn out for his signature and that of the Boxmaster of the general fund to Mrs Anderson as an acknowledgement for £200 to be deposited by him as a back security for her Shop rent in conformity to bargain, and as specified in the Tack – the Meeting authorised the Convener and Boxmaster to sign the bill and in the meantime deposit the money in the Bank and intimate to Geo. Crammond that the Trades will not require his money after Martinmas next unless he allow it to remain in the Trades hands at 4 per Cent.

At a Meeting of the Convener and Deacons held in the Bakers Room upon 20th May 1823

…The Meeting agree to renew the Insurance for £1,500 upon the Hall effected with Mr David Blair, to the new Dundee Insurance Company, and the Boxmaster is instructed to transfer the same.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the Eighteenth day of March One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty four.

Convener Fairweather in the Chair.

The meeting requested Mr Thomson the Boxmaster to the General fund, to get up from Mr Baxter the papers belonging to the Nine Trades, and particularly the Tacks of the Shops in the hall.

Deacon Kirkland moved that the Convener, the late Convener Mr Pullar, and Mr Thomson the Boxmaster, be appointed to arrange with Mrs Anderson one of the Tenants in the Hall respecting reducing the interest of the sum of £200 deposited by her in the Nine Trades hands, as a security for her rent, which motion was agreed to

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the Eighth day of September One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty four.

Convener Fairweather in the Chair.

The Convener reported to the meeting that Mrs Anderson had been applied to, to reduce the Interest of the sum of two hundred pounds in the Nine Trades hands, that she declined doing so, and that from the terms of the Tack no rate of interest was stipulated, so that it is considered that the rate of five per cent is due upon the said sum.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the fifth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Convener Dron in the Chair.

…The Convener mentioned that he had called this meeting to lay before them some alterations to be made by Mr Russell upon the north side of Mr Cameron’s shop. The plan of the alterations was laid before the meeting accompanied by a letter in the following terms from Mr Russell.

“Convener Dron, Dundee may 1825

Sir

Referring to the plan, which I lately submitted to your consideration for altering the north side of Mr Cameron’s shop. I beg leave now to inform you that I have consulted Mr Black the architect and several other Tradesmen regarding the proposed alterations, all of whom give it as their decided opinion that it can be easily effected without in any degree weakening the support of the Building and that it will very much improve the Shop, both in appearance and convenience to any person likely to possess it.

You will observe it is intended that the windows should be made one foot wider that they are at present, which is to be done by taking twelve inches from the east side of the west window, and the same space from the west side of the east window; so that there will only be one side of each of the present windows to alter. The door will require nothing to be done to it farther than clearing away the stones with which it is filled up. I may also observe that in lowering the windows the cellar door must be necessarily be interfered with. It is proposed to make it one foot wider, and the same height as the other cellar doors are on that side of the Hall, which will render the entrance equally convenient and useful, as it will admit of a larger package of goods than it is capable of in its present state. The probable expense will be about £20 or £22 Sterling. Mr Baxter having an equal right to the cellar door has given his permission for the alterations to be made.

Should you think proper to lay this proposal before a meeting of the Trades and the plan be acceded to; I am willing to pay during the present lease 10 per cent annually on the amount expended on this alteration.

I am &c

(Signed) David Russell”

Mr Matthewson moved that Mr Russell’s proposal and offer be agreed to, which motion was seconded by Mr William Thomson and agreed to unanimously. The Convener and Deacon are instructed to see the repairs property and substantially done so as not to injure the property.

At a Meeting of the convener and Deacons held in the Bakers room upon the sixth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five at eight o’clock evening

The Convener stated to the meeting that they were called respecting the repairs to be made on the north side of Mr Cameron’s shop. Deacon Addison then withdrew. The meeting, after considering the matter request the Convener to get from Mr Russell a specification of the work to be done, and after getting it to lay it before Mr James Black Architect and get his opinion whether the operations can be properly and safely done. If they can be so performed the meeting authorise the Convener to give the plan and specifications to Messers William Thomson, Alexander Robertson and William Butchert, Masons and James Anderson, Thomas Milne and William Keay, Wrights for offers to perform the work and to accept of the lowest offer for the work from them. When the offers are accepted of the meeting authorise the Convener to employ Mr Black to see the work properly done. As this work is to be done at the request of Mr Russell the meeting agree that the Tradesmen employed shall perform the work within such a time as Mr Russell shall request it to be done in.

Peter Dron, Convener

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the eighth day of September One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Convener Dron in the Chair.

…The Convener explained to the meeting  that the repairs on Mr Russell’s shop had been made as directed.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the eighth day of September One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Convener Dron in the Chair.

…The Convener stated that the lease of the Trades Hall to the Subscribers of the Coffee Room expired at Martinmas next. The meeting refer to the Convener and Deacons to enquire about the matter and report to a future meeting, whether they think the Hall should be relet and for what rent.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon Wednesday the twenty first day of September in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Convener Dron in the Chair.

…The Convener also stated that as he had to retire so soon from office, he had not called the Deacons respecting letting the Hall to the subscribers of the Coffee Room, as he thought it would fall better on next Convener, who would require to have some communications with the Subscribers on the subject. 

At a General Meeting of the Convener and Deacons of Nine Trades of Dundee held in the Bakers Room upon the thirtieth day of September in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

It was agreed to cause the Subscribers to the Coffee room be summoned out of the Hall at Martinmas next, in order to keep it open to treat with them about a new lease after that term. But the Clerk to this meeting is instructed to write the subscribers that although summoned out the Trades would be willing to treat with them for a new lease.

The meeting recommended to the Convener to call a general meeting of the Nine Trades to be held on Monday 3d current at four o’clock afternoon respecting the letting of the Hall to the Subscribers of the Coffee Room.

At a General Meeting of the Convener and Deacons of Nine Trades of Dundee held in the Bakers Room upon the third day of October in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Mr Matthewson moved that the recommendation of the Convener and deacons be adopted, in letting the hall for five years and an half after Martinmas next, at Eighty pounds of rent yearly. Which motion was seconded by Deacon Scott.

Mr Kirkland moved an amendment that the rent be Seventy pounds a year, which was seconded by Mr Beanstone.

Mr Matthewson’s motion was carried by a majority.

At a General Meeting of the Convener and Deacons of Nine Trades of Dundee held in the Baker Trades Room on the Sixth day of October in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

The Clerk read to the meeting the letter he had wrote to Messers Brown, Bisset and Drummond, at the time they for the Coffee Room Subscribers were summoned out of the Hall. He also laid before the Meeting a letter to him from the Secretary of the Coffee room, wishing to sit at the old rent till Whitsunday first.

The meeting consider that they cannot let the Hall to the subscribers till Whitsunday at the old rent. The Meeting direct the Clerk to write Mr Drummond requesting to know in the course of ten days whether the Subscribers are to accept of a lease for five years and an half at the rent of Eighty pounds.

Will. Young Convener

At a General Meeting of the Convener and Deacons of Nine Trades of Dundee held in the Baker Trades Room on the Eighth day of October in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

The Convener stated to the Meeting that he had called them in consequence of an offer sent the Clerk by the Subscribers of the Coffeeroom, to take the hall for six, twelve, or Eighteen months after Martinmas next, at the rent of Eighty pounds stipulated by the Trades; which letter was read to the meeting.

The meeting consider that they have not absolute power to let the Hall for a shorter period than five years and an half; but they agree to let it to the subscribers of the Coffeeroom for that time, with an opening at the end of the first eighteen months, upon giving the Trades six months previous notice. But this offer shall be subject to the approval of the general meeting of the Trades to be held on Monday first. The Clerk is directed to communicate this to Mr Drummond the secretary to the Coffeeroom.

Willm Young Convener

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon Wednesday the twenty tenth day of October in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Convener Young in the Chair.

Deacon Fyfe moved. That the meeting approve of what the Convener and Deacons have done, in offering the Hall to the Subscribers of the Coffeeeroom at Eighty pounds of rent for five years and an half, with an opening at the end of eighteen months, Upon giving the Trades six months previous notice; which motion was seconded by Deacon McCosh and carried unanimously.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon Wednesday the twelfth first day of October in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty five.

Convener Young in the Chair.

The Convener stated to the meeting, that the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom, had accepted of the offer of the Trades Hall made to them. 

The letters offering a lease of the Hall, and accepting of it was as follows:

Mr Thomas Drummond

Dundee 

Sir

Your letter to me of yesterday was to night laid before a meeting of the Convener and Deacons, and I am directed by them to inform you that their instructions from their constituents are to let the Hall for five years and an half after Martinmas next. The Convener and Deacons agree to let it to your Constituents for this time, at Eighty pounds of yearly rent, with an opening at the end of the first Eighteen months in favour of your Constituents provided they give the Trades six months previous notice that they are to avail themselves of it. But this offer is made subject to the approval of the General Meeting of the Nine Trades to be held on Monday first.

I will on Monday communicate with you the determination of this meeting. If the Hall is again let to the Subscribers, it must be understood that the Trades retain their right if meeting in it as at present.

I am &c

(Signed) Thomas Smart Junr. Clerk

Dundee 8 Oct 1825

Mr Thomas Drummond

Dundee

Sir

The Nine Trades today approved of the Convener and deacons offering you for the Subscribers of the Coffeeroom, a lease of the Hall for five years and an half from Martinmas next at Eighty pounds of rent, with an opening at the end of the first Eighteen months, in terms of my letter to you of 8 curt; and I now request to know whether the offer is accepted of.

I am &c 

(Signed) Tho. Smart Junr Clerk

Dundee 10 October 1825

Dundee 10th October 1825

Mr Tomas Smart Junior 

Sir

Your letters of 8th and 10th current of which copes are annexed, were laid before the Committee of the Coffeeroom; and they have directed me on the part of the Subscribers, to accept the offer by the Trades, of a lease of it for the period, and on the terms specified in your said letter of the 8th current.

I am &c (Signed) Thomas Drummond Secretary.

At a meeting of the Convener and Deacons held in the Baker Trades the twentieth day of December in the year One thousand Eight hundred and twenty five.

The Convener laid before the meeting a letter from Alexander Keay and George Milne on the part of the Committee of Subscribers to the exchange Coffeeroom requesting the Nine Trades to provide fittings for lighting the Hall with gas, and saying that the Committee would furnish burners. The burners and any ornamental finishing to be taken away at their removal. The meeting decline complying with this request of the Committee of Subscribers. But they agree to allow the Subscribers to fir up the Hall with gas to themselves on conditions of their leaving the Hall in the same state as at present at their removal if required to do so.

Willm Young Convener

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the fifteenth day of March in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty six years.

Convener Young in the Chair.

The Letter from Mr Milne dated seventeenth December last containing a request from the subscribers of the Coffeeroom about lighting up the Hall with gas and the Clerks answer to it, of twenty first December last were read.

William Kirkland moved that a Committee of the Nine Trades be appointed to meet with the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom and arrange with them whether gas should be got into the Hall, and about the expense of getting gas into the Hall, and what part of that expense would be borne by the Subscribers, and to report to next general meeting before incurring any expense; which motion was seconded by William Matthewson and agreed to. The Convener and Deacons were appointed a Committee – five being a quorum.

At a meeting of the Convener and Deacons held in the Baker Trades room on the twentieth day of March in the year One thousand Eight hundred and twenty six.

The meeting having considered the remit made by last General meeting respecting lighting up the Hall with gas, agree to meet a Committee of the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom, to arrange respecting this matter. The meeting request the Clerk to write Mr Milne to know if it is still the wish of the Subscribers to have the Hall lighted up with gas; and if so to write the Convener mentioning when it will be convenient to meet with a Committee of the Subscribers.

Wilm Young Convener

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the twenty eighth day of April in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty six years.

Convener Young in the Chair.

 The Convener stated that agreeable to the determination of last general meeting, the Convener and Deacons had met with a Committee of the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom, about getting the Hall lighted up with gas; that no resolution was come to at that meeting as neither party had authority but that the Subscribers wished to have twenty or thirty pounds for fitting up the Hall, and that they would pay an per centage on it. William Kirkland then moved, that the nine trades furnish the pipes for bringing the gas into the Hall upon condition of getting seven and an half per cent, per annum, upon the sum advanced from the Subscribers to the exchange Coffeeroom, leaving to the Subscribers to fit up the room to their mind, they being entitled to remove what part they furnish at the end of the lease; and Mr Kirkland moved that the Convener and deacons be appointed a Committee to see the gas accordingly brought into the hall. This motion was seconded and agreed to unanimously.

The Convener stated that the windows of the Hall required to be overhauled and repaired; and the meeting direct the Convener and Deacons to get this done, and also to get a cast iron or copper slath to the South chimney top of the Hall, in order to prevent the return of smoke.

Willm Young Convener

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the ninth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty six.

Convener Young in the Chair

The Meeting having considered a request from Mr Butchart who proposes to take Mr Meldrum’s Shop, to lower the window one pane at his own expenses agree to that.

At a meeting of the Convener and Deacons held in the Baker Trades room on the twenty fifth day of July in the year One thousand Eight hundred and twenty six.

The Convener laid before the meeting letter from a Sub Committee of the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom, dated 22d current wishing the Trades to supply lustres for the gas brought into the Hall.

The Meeting consider that this Committee has no power to provide lustres and that their powers ceased when the gas was brought into the Hall. They direct the Clerk to intimate this to the Subscribers of the Coffeeroom.

Willm Young Convener

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon the 9th august 1826 at 3 o’clock afternoon

…The Convener reported to the meeting that the pipes for bringing gas into the Hall had been completed, and that the Expence was much less than was expected, being only about £12. It was then agreed not to charge the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom with the per centage on this sum.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the twentieth seventh day of September One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty six at Eleven o’clock forenoon

…The Convener laid before the meeting a letter from Mr J. B. Miller on the part of the Subscribers to the exchange Coffee room to the Convener on the part of the Trades requesting leave for the subscribers to open grooves in the floor to admit gas pipes to light the side tables of the Hall. The meeting agree to allow the Subscribers to do this at their own expense, and direct the Clerk to intimate this to Mr Miller.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the thirtieth day of October One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty six 

…The Convener communicated to the meeting a letter from the Committee of the Coffeeroom wishing a reduction of rent, on account of the falling off of the Subscribers, which was read over. William Crawford moved that the Subscriber get a reduction of Ten pounds for next year, from Whitsunday One Thousand Eight Hundred and twenty seven and the motion was seconded by G. R. Baxter. William Clark moved that the meeting adjourn, which was seconded and put to the vote, but lost by a great majority. The said William Clark then moved that the Subscribers get no reduction from the rent and the motion was seconded by William Matthewson. On a show of hands the motion to give a reduction of Ten pounds was carried by a great majority.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the fifteenth day of November One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty six 

The Convener laid before the meeting letters by Thomas Drummond, secretary to the subscribers to the Coffeeroom, to the Convener and Clerk, availing themselves of he opening in their lease of the Hall and giving it up ay Whitsunday next.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the first day of January One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty seven

The Convener laid before the meeting a letter from James Buchan wishing a reduction of rent of the Shop in the Hall occupied by him. The meeting declined to give Mr Buchan any reduction of rent and instruct the Clerk to communicate this to him.

William Matthewson, moved that a Committee be appointed to let the Hall, get it advertised &c, which was seconded by John Beanston. The following Committee was moved by Mr Matthewson; Cameron Scott, Old Convener Young, Deacon Smith, James Chalmers and Peter Thomson. William Matthewson was added to the Committee and Convener Scott appointed Convener.

This was unanimously agreed to.

The meeting direct the Committee not to let the Hall to the present Subscribers for less than Eighty pounds yearly, - and that they do not conclude a bargain with other tenants without the approbation of the Nine Trades.

At a meeting of the Committee appointed at the preceding general meeting held in the Baker’s Room upon the ninth day of January in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty seven

Convener Scott in the Chair

The meeting resolved to advertise the Hall to be let for such a number of years as could be agreed on, when an advertisement drawn up by the Committee was agreed to be inserted twice in each of the Dundee Courier and Scotchman Newspapers.

At a meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades for letting the Coffee Room &c., held in the Baker’s Room on the Eighteenth day of January in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty seven

Convener Scott in the Chair

The Convener laid before the meeting a letter from the Secretary to the Subscribers of the Coffee Room offering to take a lease of the Hall for two years from Whitsunday next at Eighty pounds of rent or for four years at seventy pounds per year of rent. The Meeting decline this offer and direct the Clerk to write Mr Drummond offering to complete the former lease that is to let the Hall for four years from Whitsunday next at Eighty pounds per year of rent and request an answer by Wednesday next.

At a meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades appointed for letting the Hall and drawing up a petition to Parliament against the Corn Laws held in the Baker’s Room on the thirty first day of January in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty seven

Convener Scott in the Chair

The Clerk laid before the Meeting a letter from Mr Drummond the secretary to the Exchange Coffeeroom dated twenty fourth current accepting the offer made of a lease of the Hall for four years from Whitsunday next at Eighty pounds per annum.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall, upon the Third day of February, in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty seven

The Committee appointed for letting the hall reported what they had done, and that they had let the Hall to the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom for four years from Whitsunday next, at Eighty pounds of rent yearly. The missives of the lease are as follows:

Mr Thomas Drummond Secretary to the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom

Dundee 

Sir

Convener Scott received your letter of 17th Currt, which was laid before the Committee of the Nine Trades approved to let the Hall and desire of me to say that they decline the offer you make. They at same time authorised me to offer back to the Subscribers, the lease of the Hall, which they threw up, that is, a lease for four years from Whitsunday next, at the yearly rent of Eighty pounds, payable as formerly, and the Trades to have the same use of the Hall that they have always had. I request your answer to this offer by Wednesday first. 

I am &c (Signed) Tho. Smart Junr. 

Dundee 19 July 1827

Mr Drummonds Answer

Mr Thomas Smart Junior, Clerk to the Nine Trades

Dundee 24 January 1827

Sir

I received your latter of 19th Currt which was the evening before a meeting of the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom and I am directed by that meeting, to accept of the offer of the Nine Trades, to continue the lease of the Hall as formerly agreed on, for four years after Whitsunday next, at the rent of Eighty pounds per annum. It is expected, however, that the Trades will allow a deduction of Ten pounds from next years rent, according to an offer which they made on the   Oct last, as the Subscribers have been at great expence in painting the room, and lighting it with gas, and the expenditure this year will be considerably more than the Revenue.

I am Sir, Your most Obdt Serv (Signed) Thomas Drummond Secretary.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held in the Bakers room on fifteenth October One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty seven at Seven o’clock afternoon.

…the Convener stated that the tops of the Vents of the roof of the Hall and the fastenings of the lead spouts around the roof are requiring repair, the meeting direct the Convener to employ Tradesmen to get the necessary repairs executed.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held in the Baker’s room upon the twenty second day of February in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty eight

Convener Gardiner in the Chair

The Convener Stated to the meeting that Subscriptions had been got up among the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom, for the purpose or building a Hall, to be used as a Coffeeroom; and he stated that a report had gone abroad, that the Nine Trades will not give any lease, but want to keep the subscribers as annual Tenants, in order to raise the rent occasionally, - the Convener therefore wished the opinion of the general Fund Court whether this report should be contradicted.

Old Convener Scott moved, that a communication should be made to the Subscribers intimating that the Nine Trades are willing to give the subscribers a Lease if they wish it, of the Hall, for ten years or more, after the expiry of their present lease, at the present rent of Eighty pounds, - to prevent any misunderstanding with the subscribers.

The Meeting agree to this motion, and direct the Clerk to make such a communication to the Subscribers.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held in the Baker’s room upon the twenty first day of March in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty eight

Convener Gardiner in the Chair

The Convener stated that he has called this meeting to examine the Tradesmen’s accounts for the repairs of the Hall and he laid before the meeting 1st Account due to Alexander Robertson and James Easson for mason work per £48: 8: 61/2. 

2nd Account due to Abraham Middleton for plumber work per £7: 6: 111/2. 

3rd Account due to William Craigie, for Slater work per £2: 6: 11.

The Meeting having examined and considered these accounts, authorise the Convener to direct the Boxmaster to pay them.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the seventh day of April One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty eight

William Matthewson stated that Messers Baxter two of the tenants of shops in the hall, wished their windows lowered, and that they would pay an additional rent of ten per cent, on the expenses laid out. The Meeting having considered this matter unanimously agree to it.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the seventh day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty eight

…The Convener laid before the meeting a letter from Mr Drummond Secretary to the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom dated second current, mentioning that they could not say whether they would accept of the Trades offer for a lease of the Hall.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the thirteenth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty eight

…William Matthewson moved that it be remitted to the General fund Court to consider in what way the Hall should be best used, after the expiry of the lease to the subscribers to the Coffeeroom, which expires at Whitsunday next year, and to report to next General meeting of the Trades.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common hall upon the sixth day of July One Thousand Eight hundred and Twenty eight

…Some discussion took place about the way the hall should be used, after the present lease is out at Whitsunday next; when William Matthewson moved, that the Report of the General fund Court, upon this subject embodied in their minute of Third current entered in their minute book be received and approved of, - And a Committee of the Nine Trades be appointed for conducting the Coffeeroom, as recommended in that report. Which motion was Seconded by John Beanstone and agreed to unanimously. 

The General Fund Court was appointed a Committee of the Nine Trades for this purpose.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held in the Baker Trades room upon the third day of July in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and twenty nine

Convener Small in the Chair

Old Convener Gardiner moved that it be recommended to the Nine Trades to continue to use the Hall as a Coffeeroom, as it is used at present, - after the expiry of the lease to the present subscribers, at Whitsunday next; and that this Coffeeroom shall be under the management and direction of a Committee of the Nine Trades, who shall make such Rules, order such papers, and fix such payments to be paid by Subscribers, as they may think fit; which motion was Seconded by Samuel Addison, and agreed to unanimously. And the meeting agree to report this, to next General meeting of the Nine Trades; and to recommend them to name a Committee to carry this proposal into effect.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in Common Hall upon the fifth day of April Eighteen hundred and thirty at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Thomson in the Chair

…The Convener laid before the Meeting a letter from the Tenants of the shops in the Hall stating that their leases expired on Whitsunday 1831, and wishing to know how the shops were to be let afterwards. Deacon Harris moved, that the Tenants be offered new leases at the present rents for Seven years from Whitsunday eighteen hundred and Thirty one and that Such of them as do nor take their leases, shall have their shops rouped, which motion was seconded and agreed to. The Convener and Boxmaster were appointed to apply to the Tenants for their determination; and directed to give them a month, from this date to deliberate.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held in the Baker Trades room on the nineteenth day of April in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Court to inform them, that all the tenants in the Hall had got an offer of a lease of their shops, at the present rents, for seven years from Whitsunday One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one, excepting Alexander Merchant, whom they thought should not be continued as a tenant; and Mr Russell, who paid forty three pounds of rent to the Trades and Ten pounds of surplus rent, to Mr Cameron, the principal Tenant; and that the Convener and Boxmaster were at a loss of which of the rents should be asked from Mr Russell.

The meeting direct the Convener and Boxmaster to offer Mr Russell his lease at Fifty two pounds, being one pound less than the rent which he actually pays to the Trades and Mr Cameron, for the shop; and which will make the rent for his premises equal to the rent paid by Mr Buchan for the same extent of premises.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held in the Baker Trades room on the nineteenth day of April in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

The Convener stated to the Meeting that in terms of the appointment at last General Meeting, the Hall had been advertised as a Coffeeroom, and that the Shops below would be afterwards let; And he stated that it was understood that the Subscribers were to remove from the Trades Hall to the new Coffeeroom before Whitsunday One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one, when the lease expires, and were to shut up the Hall.

Before deliberating upon the way the Trades should dispose of the Hall after the Subscribers leave it, the meeting direct the Clerk to write to the Committee of Subscribers to know whether they were to occupy the Hall as Coffeeroom up to the end of the lease, or whether they propose to leave it earlier; and as soon as an answer is got, the Convener is directed to call another meeting of the general Fund Court on the subject.

Copy letter Thomas Smart Junior, Writer Dundee 

To the Committee of Subscribers of the Dundee

Exchange Coffeeroom (Dated) Dundee 25th June 1830

I am instructed by the Nine Trades of Dundee to apply to you for information; whether the Subscribers are to continue in the Trades Hall and to use it as a Coffeeroom up to Whitsunday 1831, when the current lease expires: or whether the Subscribers intend to remove from the Trades Hall, and shut it up, before the expiry of the lease.

I request to hear from you on this subject betwixt and Monday first.

I am &c.

Copy Letter Tomas Drummond Secretary

Of the Dundee Exchange Coffeeroom, to Thomas Smart Junior, Clerk to the 

Nine Trades (Dated) Dundee 26th June 1830.

Your letter of date the 25th instant, addressed to the Committee of Subscribers of the Dundee Exchange Coffeeroom, I laid before the committee this day; and I am directed to intimate to you, for the information of the Nine Incorporated Trades, that no definite resolution had yet been come to on the subject referred to in your letter.

I am &c.

Copy Letter Thomas Smart Junior Writer Dundee 

To the Committee of Subscribers of the Dundee 

Exchange Coffeeroom (Dated) 28th June 1830.

I have received a letter from Mr Thomas Drummond your Secretary, dated 26th curt. in answer to a letter from me, as Clerk of the Nine Trades, to you dated 25th Curt. 

In his letter, Mr Drummond communicated, “that no definite resolution had yet been come to, on the subject referred to in your letter.” I now, on the part of the Nine Trades, request that as soon as any resolution, about removing from the Hall, is come to, it must be communicated to me. Should the gentlemen subscribers remove, and shut up the Hall, before the expiry of their lease, without giving the Trades proper intimation, they will hold the subscribers responsible for the consequences.

I am &c.

At a general Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in Common Hall upon the tenth day of May in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at three o’clock afternoon.

The Convener stated that he and the Boxmaster had waited upon the Tenants of the shops under the Hall; and offered them leases at the former rent excepting Mr Merchant and Mr Russell; and that the reason of not making the same offer to Mr Russell, was because he pays a surplus rent to Mr Cameron, of ten pounds; and they were at a loss which rent to ask from him, whether what Mr Russell pays, or what the Trades receive.

William Matthewson moved that all the Tenants who have accepted of their leases, at the present rents be accepted of by the Trades, which was Seconded by James Pullar Junior.

George Gardiner moved in amendment, that John Arklay and James H. Baxter who are the only tenants who have (not?) accepted of leases of their shops be let by public roup, which was seconded by Deacon Watson and the amendment was carried by a large majority.

Mr Matthewson protested, that a letter from Mr Russell to the Convener of 19th April last, is an offer of the present rent, and that he was the tenant; and took instruments in the ands of the Clerk, and craved Extracts.

At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in Common Hall upon the twenty fourth day of June in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at three o’clock afternoon

…James Pullar Junior moved that a Committee of the Nine Trades be appointed to communicate and arrange with the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom about their leaving the Hall; and to draw up a prospectus, and take any other steps, that they may think proper, for using the Hall as a Coffeeroom, after the Subscribers leave it, which was agreed to; and old Convener Small, James Chalmers, William Matthewson, and James Pullar, were appointed a Committee along with the Convener.

At a Meeting of the committee of the Nine Trades appointed at the General Meeting of 5th July Current respecting the letting of the Hall, held in the Baker Trades room on the nineteenth day of July in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

The Committee direct the Clerk to write to the committee of the Subscribers of the Exchange Cofffeeroom, to know whether they will arrange with the Trades to continue in the Hall as a Coffeeroom until Martinmas next, and to give up at that term on getting a deduction from the rent.

At a Meeting of the committee of the Nine Trades appointed respecting the letting of the Hall, held in the Baker Trades room on the nineteenth day of July in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

 The Committee agree to meet with the Committee of subscribers to the Coffeeroom on Wednesday next, at three o’clock afternoon, in the Baker’s room, to endeavour to arrange with them about the Hall.

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades appointed respecting the letting of the Hall, held in the Baker Trades room on the thirtieth day of July in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

The Convener laid before the Meeting an Extract from the Minutes of a Committee of Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom, dated 28 July 1830, which is as follows: “At a Meeting of Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom, held in the Baker’s room, this 28th day July 1830: The Letter from Mr Smart, Clerk of the Nine Trades of 20th Current having been taken into consideration, and a Committee of the Nine Trades having come to the Meeting to converse on the subject, it was agreed to offer the large room and Glover’s room to the Trades entry on 16th August, for the same rate of rent as is presently paid Viz £84 per Annum, the rent to commence 1st September next. The Trades to take the furniture which belongs to the Subscribers at a valuation by persons mutually chosen.”

The Committee are unanimously of opinion that they could not take the Hall off the Subscribers hands at the time mentioned; nor take the furniture until the committee saw whether they would get Subscribers to use the hall as a reading room. The Committee therefore resolve to draw up proposals for continuing the Hall as a reading room, and in the event of a sufficient number of Subscribers appearing by the end of August, a meeting of these Subscribers then to be called for the purpose of following up the plan if they think it advisable to do so.

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades appointed respecting the letting of the Hall, held in the Baker Trades room on the thirtieth day of July in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

The Committee produced a number of Subscription papers and from the report of the state of others it was found that the number of Subscriptions are in all about Eighty: several of the Subscription papers not being brought to the Meeting this Committee cannot make up an exact report, therefore the meeting resolve to submit their proceedings to the Meeting of the Nine Trades to be held on Wednesday first; and to leave it to that meeting to determine on further proceedings in the matter.

At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in Common Hall upon Wednesday the fifteenth day of September in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at three o’clock afternoon

…Some discussion took place about the Hall being used as a reading room, and lists of the Subscribers were laid before the meeting. The meeting agreed to adjourn the discussion of this subject till this day week when another meeting shall be called for finally settling about it. Samuel Addison and David Scott were added to the Committee.

The Convener received a letter while in the chair from Mr Ryder offering to take the Hall as a Theatre and the Clerk was directed to answer it by telling him that the Trades could not determine upon it till after next general meeting.

At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in Common Hall upon the Twenty second day of September in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at four o’clock afternoon

The discussion about the Hall was resumed and the meeting direct the Committee to take the Hall off the Subscribers at this date, and to let the new Subscribers to the Trades Hall have it till Whitsunday at a reasonable rent to be afterwards named by the Trades. The Committee to take the Hall furniture at a valuation.

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades held in the Baker Trades room on the twenty fourth day of September in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Old Convener Thomson in the Chair

The Committee direct the Clerk to write to the secretary of the New Coffee Room offering them Thirty pounds for the Hall till Whitsunday next, and that if accepted of the Trades would take all the furnishings which the Subscribers were entitled to carry off at a valuation. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades appointed respecting the letting of the Hall, held in the Baker Trades room on the twenty eighth day of September in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and thirty

Convener Thomson in the Chair

Lists of the Subscribers to the Coffeeroom were laid before the Meeting and the Convener of the Committee was requested to call a general meeting of the Subscribers by circulars to meet in the Hall on Saturday next at one o’clock afternoon to deliberate respecting the proposed Coffeeroom and form themselves into Committees for completing the arrangements for opening the room on an early day.

The Clerk laid before the meeting a letter he had received from Mr Drummond the Secretary of the New Exchange Coffeeroom accepting of the offer made by the Trades for the use of the Hall till Whitsunday and for the furniture.

The Meeting appointed Old Convener Thomson William Matthewson, Samuel Addison and James Small a Sub committee to arrange with the Committee of the New Subscribers about the furniture of the Hall, two to be a quorum.
At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in Common Hall upon Wednesday the fourth day of October in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at three o’clock afternoon

Old Convener Thomson reported to the meeting that the Committee had taken the furniture off the hands of the Old subscribers; and that the business of the Coffeeroom was now in the hands of a Committee of these Subscribers.

William Matthewson moved that the Hall should be painted before the Subscribers enter to it, which was Seconded by Old Convener Thomson and estimates directed to be received for the job.

At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Wednesday the Thirteenth day of October in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at Twelve o’clock noon

The meeting understanding that the Clock in the Hall belonged to Mr Morren Innkeeper direct the committee to settle with him for it, that it may remain as the property of the Nine Trades in future.

At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon the tenth day of November in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at Three o’clock afternoon

The meeting remit to the General fund court to let the shops under the Hall, by public roup, for five years from Whitsunday next; and to take all steps necessary for that purpose.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the twelfth day of November in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty

Convener Reid in the Chair

The meeting appoint Convener Reid, Old Convener Thomson and Deacon Harris a Committee for the purpose of letting the shops underneath the Hall; with instructions to them, to advise, and report to next meeting of this Court, what the upset rents of each shop should be, to prepare articles of roup. Get the sale properly advertised; and determine the day of sale, which this Court recommend to be on Wednesday first December next, at 12 o’clock noon: Convener Reid to be Convener of the Committee.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the Twenty second day of November in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty

Convener Reid in the Chair

The subcommittee reported that they had advertised the shops to be let in the Courier and Advertiser Newspapers here and in the Edinburgh Leith and Glasgow Advertiser; and had caused one hundred handbills of the sale to be printed and dispersed.

That they had also caused a Dft. of Articles of Roup to the leases to be prepared; which were read over to the meeting.

The General Fund Court fix the upset rents of the shops at the following rents:

First
Mr Russells
£45

Second
Mr Buchans
  60

Third
Mr G. R. Baxter
  32

Fourth
Miss Brown
  25

Fifth
D. M. Butchart
  18

Sixth
P. Stalkers
  15

The meeting approve of the Articles of Roup and authorise the subcommittee to sign them.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the sixth day of December in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty

Convener Reid in the Chair

…The Convener reported to the Court that the sub-committee had, in terms of the authority given them, on first December current, exposed to roup, lease of the six shops under the Hall. which are not let, for five years from Whitsunday next, that no offers were made for any leases except Peter Stalker who took the lease of his own shop and cellar at the upset price of fifteen pounds.

The Convener also mentioned that since the day of sale the shops were advertised to be let by private bargain, and that the Clerk Mr Smart had got authority to let them at the rents they were exposed to sale at, respectively.

The Court approve of what the sub-committee have done.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the fourteenth day of December in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty

Convener Reid in the Chair

… The Court recommend to the Convener to call a general meeting of the Nine Trades tomorrow, to authorise the Court to let the Shops for such leases and at such rents as they may think proper.

At a general meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon the fifteenth day of December in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty at Three o’clock afternoon

The Meeting remit to the General fund Court to let the leases of the shops under the Hall by roup, or private bargain, as they may think proper, for such length of leases and at such rents as the General fund Court may think fit.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the third day of January in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty One at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Reid in the Chair

The meeting direct the Boxmaster to pay four pounds and ten shillings Sterling, being the value of the Clock in the Hall as valued by Messers Robertson and Young to Mr Morren.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the sixteenth day of March in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one at six o’clock evening

Convener Reid in the Chair

The Convener stated to the meeting, that as the subscribers to the reading room were to meet this evening at seven o’clock to consider the propriety of continuing the room as a reading room and as it was thought expedient, that the subscribers should get some idea of what the Nine Trades should expect, as a rent for the ensuing year. 

The meeting instructed the Convener to state that they should recommend to the Nine Trades that they should get £60 for the ensuing year.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the Twentieth day of May in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one at seven o’clock evening

Convener Reid in the Chair

Convener Reid stated to the meeting that Mr Russell had removed some of the facing from the ceiling of the Shop possessed by him be which appeared to be fixtures.

Deacon Young proposed Deacon Miller, Deacon Dempster, the Treasurer and Convener be appointed a Committee to inspect the same and with power to appoint a Tradesman to examine and report ion the state of it – and if they find that Mr Russell has acted improperly to arrange and settle the matter with him, or take steps against him to compel him to put the shop in a proper state.

This motion was seconded by Deacon Harris and carried unanimously.

Convener Reid stated to the meeting that Mr Buchan wished him to state that he was anxious to possess his shop a few days after the term. The Meeting declined to interfere in the matter.

The Meeting instructed the Clerk to write Mr merchant that if arrears of rent due by him for the shop under the Hall be not paid up by the Twenty fourth current, he had instructions to prosecute him for same.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon the Twenty third day of May in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty One at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Reid in the Chair

…A letter from James Buchan was read to the meeting requesting leave to occupy his shop for a few days after the term. The meeting were of opinion that his request should be complied with, upon his paying rent for the time he occupied it and to be ready to remove immediately upon a new Tenant taking the shop.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the fifteenth day of June in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one at half past six o’clock evening

Convener Reid in the Chair

Convener Reid stated that applications were made for the unlet shops for short periods, that Deacon Young and Deacon Barrie were appointed a Committee to let the shops and make the most of them, taking care that the Tenants shall be bound  to remove at a days warning in case of a permanent Tenant appearing.

The Meeting also agreed to furnish a glass door for Mr Wright’s shop and the Convener was appointed to see the same executed.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the twenty sixth day of July in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one at seven o’clock evening

Convener Reid in the Chair

The Convener stated to the meeting that John Wright Tenant of one of the shops under the Hall was in Jail at the instance of Colley and Hargreaves of Sheffield and that there was a risk of the goods being carried off if steps were not taken to secure them. That he had instructed the Clerk to prepare a petition of Sequestration which had been done, and that he now wanted the instructions of the meeting on the subject.

The Meeting approved of what had been done, and directed the Clerk, to take every legal means foe securing the effects in the premises for payment of the rent which falls due at Martinmas and Whitsunday both next.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, on Thursday the twenty second day of September in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one at half past three o’clock afternoon

Convener Reid in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this meeting to consult regarding the two untenanted shops. The Meeting appoint the Convener, Peter Thomson and Peter Fyffe a Committee for letting these shops – and they authorise the committee to let them on the best terms in their power – and if they cannot do better to accept of £50 for Mr Buchan’s shop and £15 for Mr Butchart’s for leases for any period not exceeding three years.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the third day of October in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty One at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Tawse in the Chair

…William Mathewson proposed to the Meeting that the ticket boards on the shops should be altered and the notice made for applicants to apply to Mr Peter Fyfe, Baker or Mr James Chalmers, Bookseller. Which proposal was agreed to by the Meeting.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the ninth day of November in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty one 

Convener Tawse in the Chair

… A Report by the Committee appointed for letting the shops was read to the Meeting and is as follows:

Mr Stalkers shop 1 year
£15

Mr Arklays shop 1 year
  20

Mr Wrights shop 1 year
  45

Mr J Baxter bound himself

by a letter dated 19 April 1830

to occupy his shop for 7 years
  19

Miss Browns shop 1 year
  25

Mr G. R. Baxters shop 1 year
  32

Mr Archibald Allardice for 3

years after Whitsunday first

yearly rent
  40

Coffeeroom 1 year from

Whitsunday last
  50

… the Clerk was instructed to take the necessary steps for getting a prompt settlement of the half years rent due by Mr Wright for his shop at Martinmas next.

The Meeting gave instructions that proceedings be immediately taken against Mr Merchant for getting payment of the balance of rent still due by him and ordered the Clerk to intimate to the officer employed that he would be held personally responsible for the rent if he did not instantly do his duty.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the eighth day of February in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty two 

Convener Tawse in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this meeting in consequence of a communication received from Mr Simon Simpson Secretary to the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffee room Trades Hall wishing a reduction of ten pounds upon the rent of the Hall for the year from Whitsunday next.

Mr Simpson’s letter was read to the Meeting.

The Meeting agreed that the matter should be laid before a General Meeting of the Nine Trades to be called for Monday next at three o’clock afternoon.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the thirteenth day of February in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty two at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Tawse in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this meeting to take into consideration the application from the Subscribers to the Exchange Coffeeroom Trades Hall for a reduction of ten pounds upon the rent of the Hall for the year from Whitsunday next. A letter from Mr Simon Simpson Secretary to the Subscribers to the Trades Hall was read to the meeting. James Small Junior moved that the rent of the Hall shall not be reduced below fifty pounds. Which motion was seconded by James Reid.

James Hodge moved as an amendment that the Trades Hall be let to eh present subscribers for the year from Whitsunday next at forty pounds which amendment was seconded by William Brown.

Messers James Small Junior & James Reid here came forward and made offer of fifty pounds Sterling of rent for the Hall for the year from Whitsunday next, under the same restrictions as at present, this offer to be binding on them, if accepted by the Trades and the acceptance thereof intimated to Messers Small & Reid on or before Monday next. The Meeting agreed that before accepting of this offer, the present Subscribers shall have an option of Keeping the Hall at the present rent if they agree to do so. And they directed the Clerk to write Mr Simpson the Secretary to the Subscribers to this effect.

A letter from Mr Simpson the secretary to the Subscribers to the Trades Hall, alluded to in Minutes of this meeting is as follows:

No 10 High Street

Dundee 3rd February 1832

Dear Sir

I have been instructed by a Meeting of the Subscribers to the exchange Coffee Room Trades Hall held on the 1st current to write you as Clerk of the Nine Trades on the following subject with the view that the same may be submitted to them as early as possible.

The Rent presently paid by the Subscribers for the Hall is £50 pr annum, and I am desired by them to request (through you) that the Members of the Nine Trades, or whoever has the power, would take into consideration the necessity of reducing the rent of the Hall Ten pounds for the ensuing year, not that the Subscribers consider the present Rent high, but owing the very great expense attending the carrying on of such an Establishment, and more particularly with a limited number of Subscribers. When the last Subscribers left the Hall in the hands of the Nine Trades, the continuation of it, as a Reading Room, on a second rate footing was begun and patronised by most of the leading Members of the Nine Trades; but it is much to be regretted that many of these individuals who were most active at the commencement, have abandoned the concern altogether; and even some of them who Subscribed for the current year refuse to pay their Subscription money, and get off upon the plea that their names were only put down at a meeting previous to one that finally resolved to take the Hall for the present year; It is not exactly the loss of the Subscribers Sustained in consequence of their withholding their Subscription, that the Subscribers complain of however, but that most dishonourable example they have shewn to others. The present Subscribers, and particularly those unconnected with the Nine Trades, are most anxious that the hall should be continued as a Reading Room; and if those individuals belonging to the Trades whom the Subscribers have so much cause to complain of had acted that honourable part that the Baker Trade have done (who almost to a man are subscribers) with many other respectable exceptions, the present Subscribers would not have had occasion to ask for a reduction of rent.

I remain

Dear Sirs, In name of the Subscribers

Your most obt servt

(Signed) S. Simpson Secretary

Patrick Smart Esq.

Clerk to the Nine Trades, Dundee.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Saturday the eighteenth day of February in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty two at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Tawse in the Chair

…James Small Junior moved that the letter received from Mr Simpson alluded to in the Minutes of last General Meting, be ingrossed in these Minutes before the Convener shall sign them, which motion was Seconded bye Thomas Malcolm and after some discussion agreed to.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Saturday the eighteenth day of February in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty two at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Tawse in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this meeting to decide regarding the letting of the Hall.

A Letter received from Mr Simon Simson Secretary to the Subscribers to the Trades Hall giving up the Hall at the term of Whitsunday first was read to the Meeting; it is as follows:

Dundee 15h February 1832

Dear Sir

I received yours of 13th current, and laid the same before a General Meeting of the Subscribers held last night for their consideration.

At this meeting it was moved, seconded and unanimously resolved, that the Subscribers give up the Hall mow used by them as a reading Room to the Nine Trades at the term of Whitsunday first.

I was instructed to communicate this Resolution to you as Clerk to the Nine Trades.

& I remain Dear Sir

Your mo obt Servt

(Signed) S. Simson Secty.

Pat Smart Esq.

Clerk to the Nine Trades Dundee 

Mr Small here mentioned that the offer made at last General Meeting was for behoof of himself, Mr James Reid & Mr James Gilroy.

William Ferrier moved that the Hall shall be offered to the present Subscribers, at the rent of Forty pounds for the ensuing year, and that the Subscribers be allowed a fortnight from this date to accept the offer. Which motion was seconded by David Ferguson. Thomas Malcolm moved as an amendment that the offer by Messers Small, Reid & Gilroy shall be accepted of. Which amendment was Seconded by Peter Thomson. And the amendment was carried by a great majority, and the Clerk was instructed to intimate to Messers Small, Reid & Gilroy, that their offer had been accepted of.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon the tenth day of March in the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty two 

Convener Tawse in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this meeting to consider and determine as to the letting of the unoccupied shops in the Hall.

A Letter from Mr George R. Baxter offering Thirty eight pounds pr annum for the Shop presently occupied by him, and the one adjoining was read to the Meeting. The Meeting appointed the Convener & Boxmaster as Committee to settle with Mr Baxter regarding these shops, and to give him a lease thereof for Seven years at forty pounds per annum or otherwise to make the best bargain they can with him.

A Letter from D. M. Lindsay for behoof of Misses M. & C. Brown, wishing a reduction of five pounds upon the rent of their shop, and giving up the shop unless this was agreed to, was read to the Meeting.

The Meeting remit to the Convener & Boxmaster to arrange with Misses Brown & to give them deduction of five pounds if they cannot do better.

A Letter from Alexander Brookes was read to the Meting offering nine pounds ten shillings for the shop formerly occupied as a Back shop by Mr Buchan, for a year from Whitsunday next. The Meeting agreed to accept Mr Brookes offer.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, on Thursday the fifth day of April One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty two 

Convener Tawse in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had an offer from Mrs Thomas Stewart Glover of thirty two pounds Sterling of rent for the shop occupied by Mr Wright, and that for the twelve months from Whitsunday next. Mr Fullerton moved that Mrs Stewart’s offer shall be accepted of, which Motion was seconded by Deacon Urquhart and carried unanimously.

At a General meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Thursday the fourteenth day of June in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty two at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Taws in the Chair

…A letter from Mr John Arkley wishing a reduction of four pounds from the present rent paid by him for his shop was read to the meeting. The Meeting remitted the consideration of this letter to the General fund Court.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Wednesday the twelfth day of October One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty two at four o’clock afternoon.

…The Convene mentioned that the Police wished the Curl Stones round the Hall to be put in order. The meeting remitted consideration of this to the General fund Court.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Monday the tenth day of September One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty two years

Convener Tawse in the Chair

There was read to the Meeting a letter from Mr John Arklay Saddler wishing a reduction of four pounds upon the rent of his shop, the consideration of which letter had been remitted to this Court by the General Meeting of the fourteenth day of June last.

The Meeting agreed to give him his deduction for the year from Whitsunday last to Whitsunday next.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Wednesday the fourteenth day of March One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty three at four o’clock afternoon.

Convener Taws in the Chair

The Convener having stated that the purpose of calling this meeting was to consider and determine whether the Nine Trades would continue the Hall as a Reading Room as recommended by the General find Court.

William Mathewson proposed that the recommendations of the General fund Court should be agreed to. Which motion was seconded by George Cochran & agreed unanimously. Deacon Gibson moved that the Subscription should be twelve Shillings yearly – which motion was also seconded by George Cochran and agreed to unanimously.

The General Fund Court were appointed a Committee to take the management of the Coffee room and procure Subscriptions.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Wednesday the twelfth day of December One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty two years

Convener Tawse in the Chair

The Convener was authorised to get the curl stones formerly upon the north side of the Hall, squared up and put in place upon the West side of the Hall. As the surveyor of Police is to level the street and put a smaller channel in front of the Hall.

The meeting agreed to give Miss Janet Young an offer of a Lease for two years and an half of her present shop to expire at Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and thirty five, a the rent of ten pounds Sterling.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Monday the twenty eighth day of January One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three 

Convener Taws in the Chair

The Convener called the attention of the meting to the letting of the Trades Hall from the term of Whitsunday next. The Meeting instructed the Clerk to advertise the Hall for a lease of from one to seven years in the Dundee Advertiser and Dundee Courier and Dundee Chronicle once in each of these Newspapers and to get a Ticket put up upon the Hall without delay.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Monday the twelfth day of March One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three 

Convener Taws in the Chair

The Clerk stated to the Meeting that enquiry had been made to ascertain whether the Trades would let the Hall without reserving the power of holding their Meetings in it as a person in Edinburgh wished to take it for a General Warehouse.

The Meeting agreed to recommend to the Nine Trades that the Hall should be kept as a reading room, the  Management to be taken by a Committee to be appointed by the Nine Trades. Subscriptions to be from ten shillings to twelve Shillings yearly, payable half yearly in advance.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the seventh day of April One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty four years at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

…A Letter from Mr James Chalmers Bookseller Dundee to the Clerk accepting of the offer of the Trades Hall at Fifty five pounds Sterling for one year from Whitsunday next in terms of the General fund court’s Minute if fifth April current was laid before the Meeting.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Thursday the ninth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three at seven o’clock evening

Convener Taws in the Chair

The Meeting agreed that the papers presently supplied to the Coffee Room should be continued for the ensuing six months. The Meeting farther agreed that the papers should be advertised for sale in the Courier of Tuesday first & in the Advertiser of 17th Current & two hundred copies of the advertisement thrown off and distributed through the town. The Roup to take place on Monday week at seven o’clock Evening & that Mr Thomas Miller be engaged as Auctioneer.

The Meeting appointed the Clerk to the Trades to be Clerk to the Room.

Mr Duncan moved that the officers Salary for taking charge of the Room shall be ten pounds Sterling per annum. Which motion was seconded & unanimously agreed to.

The Meeting farther agreed hat Mr Harris shall get the first offer of the situation.

He Convener produced to the Meeting an account due to Mr David Mason for putting curl stones around the Hall amounting to £14:16:10. the Meeting considered the account as high charged 2/4d. per day being considered by them as the ordinary charge for Masons during the winter season & Labourers in proportion.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Wednesday the nineteenth day of June One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three at seven o’clock evening

The Clerk stated to the Meeting that Mr Springthorpe had called upon him and offered £10 per month for three months of the Coffee Room for an exhibition of war works. The meeting thought that it was impossible to get all the Subscribers to agree to give up the room for three months & therefore that this offer not be accepted of.

The Meeting instructed the Clerk to get what money was necessary above what was in his hands from the Boxmaster to pay the Newspapers so as to get the discount upon them to be repaid from the Subscribers when collected.

The Meeting considered that this was the proper time for paying in coals for the Coffee Room. Mr Malcolm stated that he could give them Bensham Main Coals at 3/- per Boll.

The Meeting agreed to take 32 Bolls of these coals at that price & instructed Mr Malcolm to send them.

The Meeting gave instructions that the Walls of the Room should be swept down & the windows cleaned.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Wednesday the twenty fourth day of July One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three 

The Clerk laid before the Meeting two letters from persons wishing the shop & cellar presently tenanted by Mrs Scott, Hairdresser, One from Andrew Watt, Hairdresser and the other from Daniel Innes, Hairdresser, each of them offering £15 of yearly rent.

Mr Watson moved that Robert Watt’s offer shall be accepted of which motion was seconded by Mr Urquhart & agreed to unanimously. To be Let for one year and a half from Martinmas next.

The Clerk was instructed to cause the present tenant & subtenant be summoned to remove at Martinmas next. The Meeting instructed the Boxmaster & Clerk to endeavour to get Mrs Scott to pay up the rent due from the shop or give over the fixtures & other articles in the shop at valuation in part of the rent.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Monday the Ninth day of September One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three 

Convener Taws in the Chair

The Clerk stated to the Meeting that Mr Russel Druggist wished to get an offer of the Hall for one year from Whitsunday next. The Meeting considered to premature to enter upon this subject so long before the term up to which the Subscribers to the Coffee Room hold the room. A Letter from Mr Merchant wishing to get the Hall for the usual exhibition of the Horticultural Society on Friday next was read to the Meeting. The meeting agreed that he should have the use of the Hall on that occasion on providing sufficient accommodation to the subscribers of the Coffee Room & cleaning out the Hall sufficiently after the exhibition is over.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Wednesday the thirteenth day of November One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three at twelve o’clock noon

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated to the meeting that an application had been made to him for the use of the Hall at a Public Dinner to be given of Friday first to Sir Henry Parnell Baronet MP for Dundee. 

The Meeting unanimously agreed to give the use of the Hall on this occasion. Mr Merchant being obliged to give a room in his house for the accommodation of the subscribers and being bound to clean out the room & leave it in proper condition after he is done with it.

The meeting instructed the Clerk to write the Tacksman of the Coffee Room for the former year for payment of the balance of rent due at Whitsunday last and to intimate that if it was not paid within eight days from this date proceedings would be adopted for recovery.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Tuesday the twenty fourth day of December One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty three 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated to the Meeting that he had called them together for the purpose of taking into consideration the claim made by Mr Vedder for keeping the Coffee Room Book of arrivals and departures of vessels from the Port of Dundee being Two pounds twelve shillings & six pence for the bygone year & also to consider as to getting the Book kept for the period to Whitsunday next. The Meeting appointed Convener Lawson, Convener Taws & the Clerk a Committee for the purpose of Settling with Mr Vedder for his present claim & arrange if possible to get the Book kept up to Whitsunday next. 

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Tuesday the twenty fifth day of February One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty four at seven o’clock evening 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Meeting for the purpose of taking into consideration the state of the affairs of the Trades Hall Coffee Room and to consider what should be done with the Hall after Whitsunday next.

The Clerk laid before the Meeting a Statement of the Coffee Room affairs up to this date,

It is as follows:

Statement Trades hall Coffee Room

25th February 1834

Balance if P. Smart’s hands pr Book


£9.14. 3

Newspapers not yet paid

Sun: James Baxter

£1. 8. 0

Bells Life: James Mitchell ½

      5.  11/2

Spectator: Messers Walker & Smart

    10.  0

Aberdeen Observer: Mr Wood

      6.  6
  £2. 9. 71/2   

31 Subscribers first half year outstanding 
   9. 6. 0

            do        part of time say 3 months each
       6. 0







   9.12. 0

118 subscribers present half year at 6/-
33.18. 0
 £43.10. 0

Balance due by Mr Harris


     2.  5.  0



£57.18.101/2

Balance due to Mr Bell for Newspapers Say
£22. 0. 0

Gas account to January

   7.16. 0
  29.16. 0








£28. 2.101/2

Addl Gas Accot

   £



Postman for delivering Newspapers

         10. 6. 

Note: the Amount received for sales up to this date

is £8. 6. 6 agt. which will have to be stated

the Officer’s Salary

The Meeting agreed to recommend to the General Meeting that the Trades Hall should be let from Whitsunday next either for general purposes or to any sufficient Tenant who may offer.

The Meeting authorise the Clerk to pay the has Light Company their account for gas to January last amounting to £7.10/-

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Wednesday the twenty sixth day of February One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty four at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The meeting proceeded to take into consideration the recommendation of the General fund Court as to letting the Hall. Convener Pullar moved that the recommendation of the General fund Court be agreed to. Which Motion was Seconded by Mr James Miller & carried unanimously. The Meeting remitted to the General fund Court to Manage the matter and to let the Hall in such manner as they see proper and best for the General interest. 

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Saturday the fifth day of April One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty four 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated to the Meeting that he had communications from the Baker Trade & Dyer Trade offering to allow the partition wall betwixt their rooms to be hinged & made removable as to allow the rooms to be thrown into one & let the same to the Nine Trades for Two pounds ten shillings Sterling each per annum from Whitsunday.

The Clerk stated to the Meeting that he was authorised to make offer of Fifty five pounds ten shillings for the Trades hall & Glovers room for one year from Whitsunday next it being understood that the Trades were to have liberty of holding their General Meetings in it unless when the same shall be occupied in such a manner as to preclude the Tenant from the power of giving up the Hall to the Trades for their Meetings. The Meeting authorised the Clerk to make offer of the Hall under the foresaid declaration & without the Glovers room for Fifty-five pounds for one year from Whitsunday next. The Hall to be left by the Tenant in the same State as when he receives possession & the furniture is given over to him & returned by Inventory.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Tuesday the thirteenth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty four at seven o’clock evening 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

…The Convener farther stated that an application had been made to him by Mr Livingstone, Bookseller for behoof of certain subscribers to the Coffee room for the Baker & Dyer Trades Rooms for a Coffee room for one year from Whitsunday next.

The Meeting agreed to recommend to the General Meeting to allow the subscribers the use of these Rooms upon their Paying Five pounds Sterling providing the Nine Trades have the use of said rooms for holding their General Meetings and General Fund Court Meetings & providing father that these Subscribers settle with the Baker Trade & Dyer Trade for their consent to this arrangement.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Wednesday the fourteenth day of May One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty four at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

… The Meeting took into consideration the Application by Mr Livingstone for the Baker Trades & Dyer Trades Room for a Coffee Room.

Mr Mathewson moved that the recommendation of the General fund Court be agreed to which Motion was Seconded by Mr James Lawson. Mr William Lawson moved as an amendment that the Nine Trades agree to allow Twenty shillings to each of the Baker Trade & Dyer Trade for their consent to the proposed arrangement. Which amendment was seconded by Mr Peter and the amendment was carried by a majority.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the seventh day of July One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty four at twelve o’clock noon.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

…The Meeting instructed the Clerk to write to all outstanding subscribers to the Trades Hall Coffeeroom to pay within fourteen days and thereafter to summon to Sheriff Court such as do not pay.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Thursday the twentieth day of August One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty four at seven o’clock evening 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Meeting to consider regarding the repairs necessary for the front of the Trades Hall & for lowering the pavement in front of and around the Hall. 

The Convener produced & read to the Meeting a report by Messers James Black Architect, Alexander Robertson Mason, & George Robertson Plasterer in regard to the repairs necessary upon the Hall. It is as follows:

“Dundee 19th Augt. 1834

We having this day inspected the West front of the Trades Hall find that the Mouldings and other ornamental parts of said front are in a very dilapidated state & that danger to the public may be anticipated from parts of them falling down upon the street, we would therefore recommend that all the wasted parts of the stones be carefully dressed off, and that all the voids be filled in with Roman Cement, so as all the parts of the building be brought as nearly to its original appearance as possible. We would also recommend that an apron of lead be brought over the plinth of the tympany mouldings so as not to allow the rain water to get to the joints of said mouldings. It is also necessary that the pavement all round the Hall should be lowered so as to correspond with the new causwaying and that the basements of the Hall should be filled in with droved ashler as far down as the surface line of the pavement.

The probable expense of said work may be as under.

Lowering pavement & fillilng in ashler about £14

Dressing & cementing mouldings &c say        £35

(Signed)

James Black

Alexr. Robertson

Geo. Robertson.”

Mr William Lawson moved that this Court recommend to a General Meeting of the Trades to adopt the suggestions contained in the above report. Which motion was seconded by Mr James Urquhart & carried unanimously.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the twenty fifth day of August One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty four at seven o’clock evening.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Meeting in terms of the resolution of the General fund Court to consider and determine as to the Report by Messers James Black Architect, Alexander Robertson Mason & George Robertson Plasterer regarding the repairs necessary for the front of the Trades Hall & lowering the Pavement in front of and around the Hall.

The Report was read to the Meeting & is as follows:

“Dundee 19th August 1834.

We having this day inspected the west front of the Trades hall find that the Mouldings & other ornamental parts of said front are in a very dilapidated state and that danger to the public may be anticipated from parts of them falling down upon the street. We would therefore recommend that all the wasted parts of the stones be carefully dressed off & that all he voids be filled in with Roman Cement so as all the parts of the building be brought as nearly to its original appearance as possible. We would also recommend that an apron of lead be brought over the plinth of the tympary mouldings so as not to allow the rain water to get into the joints of said mouldings. It is also necessary that the pavement all round the Hall should be lowered so as to correspond with the new Causewaying and that the basements of the Hall should be filled in with ashler as far down as the surface line of pavement.

The probable expense of said work may be as under:

Lowering pavement & filling in Ashler 

about £14

Dressing & cementing Mouldings &c

say     £35

(Signed) James Black

Alexr. Robertson

Geo. Robertson”

Mr William Mathewson moved that a Committee be appointed to get the alterations & repairs as specified in the Report &c. which the Committee may judge necessary, carried into effect and to get the same done by Contract so far as practicable. Which motion was Seconded by Mr James Thomson & carried unanimously.

Convener Lawson, Mr Peter Thomson, Mr James Thomson, Mr James Small, Mr William Mathewson, Mr William Young & Mr Robert Gowans were appointed a Committee for the above purpose, three to be a Quorum & the Convener to be Convener of the Committee.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed for getting the alterations & repairs upon the front of the Hall carried into effect & for getting the pavement around the Hall lowered, held upon the third day of September Eighteen hundred and thirty four

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The committee having met and inspected the front of the Hall resolved that the repairs necessary upon the front of the Hall should be proceeded with as soon as possible. And as they were satisfied that the repairs necessary could not be properly done by contract they resolved to employ Mr Alexander Robertson Mason to perform the mason work necessary and Mr George Robertson Plasterer to fill up the voids with Roman Cement & they instructed the Box master to give these Gentlemen instructions to proceed.

The Committee farther resolved to delay the operation of lowering the pavement around the Hall until the operations of the Police Commissioners in lowering the last end of the High Street be completed. The same to be done by estimate.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Wednesday the eighth day of October One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty four at eleven o’clock forenoon.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

Mr James Chalmers moved that the Committee formerly appointed to superintend the repairs on the Hall be authorised to get the floors of the two shops & Cellars occupied by Mr Baxter lowered to correspond with the lowering of the street. Which Motion was seconded by Mr James Cochran and carried unanimously.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed for getting the alterations & repairs upon the front of the Hall carried into effect & for getting the pavement around the Hall lowered, held in the Glovers Room upon Thursday the thirteenth day of November Eighteen hundred and thirty four

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated that the repairs on the front of the Hall being now nearly completed, it became necessary to consider whether it would be proper to get the front of the Hall oiled & painted previous to the scaffolding being removed.

The Committee thought that the front of the Hall should be oiled & painted previous to the removal of the scaffolding.

The Convener farther stated that Messers Black & Robertson had examined the vases on the front of the Hall & found that the centre one was in a dilapidated state but that the other two were perfectly sufficient. The Convener also stated that a vase belonging to the Town was to be got at a valuation by Mr Black, which the Committee approved of & recommended to be purchased & put up on the Hall.

Specifications for oiling and painting the front of the Hall by Messers Alexander Pirie, Thomas Ferrier, James Mearns & William Young were laid before the Committee & after considering these offers the Committee resolved to accept of the offer from Mr Mearns for painting the front of the Hall with three coats of Lithic paint done plain for Nine pounds Sterling.

The Committee afterwards met with Mr Mearns and instructed him to proceed with the work with all possible dispatch.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed for getting the alterations & repairs upon the front of the Hall carried into effect held in the Glovers Room upon Friday the twenty sixth day of December Eighteen hundred and thirty four at seven o’clock evening

Convener Lawson in the Chair

…The Meeting resolved to advertise the Hall to let for the ensuing twelve months from Whitsunday next in the Chronicle, Courier & Advertiser. Application to be made to the Convener or Clerk and in case of no proper offer for the Hall that a General Meeting of the Trades of this Court would take Mr Chalmers letter in so far as it regards the Management of the Hall into consideration at a future Meeting.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the fifth day of January One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty five at eleven o’clock forenoon.

Convener Lawson in the Chair

…The Meeting took into consideration what should be done with the Trades Hall for the ensuing twelve months from Whitsunday next. Mr Duncan moved that the consideration of this be remitted to the General fund Court, which Motion was Seconded by Mr Roderick, Harris and carried unanimously.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in common Hall upon Monday the Third day of April One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty five at three o’clock afternoon.

Convener Harris in the Chair

There was laid before the Meeting a letter from Mr Allardice Bookseller, making offer of the sum of Ten Pounds for the shop at the back of the one occupied by him, and which is at present occupied by Mrs Baxter formerly Miss Young, to commence from Whitsunday next, under certain conditions, with the answer thereto accepting of the same, which was approved of.

There was also laid before the meeting a letter from Mr I. H. Baxter, the Present Tenant of the shop to the eastward of Mr Stewart, Glover. The Convener stated that he along with the Boxmaster & Clerk had visited the premises, and that the Boxmaster & he had considered that as Mr Baxter had paid the old rent of £20 for nine years without any diminution, he was entitled to some reduction at the present time, and they had instructed the Clerk to write to Mr Baxter making offer of the shop at £15, which offer had been accepted of; the offer and acceptance were then read to the meeting and approved of.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Monday the twentieth day of April One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty five at half past six o’clock evening 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Meeting to consider an offer which he had received for the Hall from Mr Livingstone for behoof of himself and others. It is as follows:

“Alex Lawson Esqr. Dundee

Dundee 17th April 1835

I hereby offer £30 Sterling for one year of the Trades Hall to be used as a Reading Room, the Trades to clean the room, to replace the tables & Gas, every thing to be put in the same state as formerly used for that purpose, the Trades to be allowed to hold their Meetings as usual when required for self and others

(Signed) William Livingstone.

N.B. Your answer on Monday evening.”

The Meeting agreed to give Mr Livingstone an offer of the Hall for the ensuing twelve months from Whitsunday next at thirty Pounds Sterling, the Trades having the liberty of holding all their Meetings in the Hall and the Tenants if the required the Hall to be cleaned being obliged to do so at their own expense.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room, upon Tuesday the twenty sixth day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty five at half past six o’clock evening 

Convener Lawson in the Chair

…The Clerk stated to the Meeting that he had called upon Mr Chalmers this day & requested him to put the Hall in the same order as when he got possession of it, but that Mr Chalmers had stated to him that as he Hall had been a bad speculation he expected that the Nine Trades would be at that expense.

The Meeting instructed the Boxmaster to call upon Mr Chalmers and request him to get the Hall put in proper order or to get his consent to have the same done leaving it for consideration of the Trades whether he should pay for the same or not.

At a meeting of the General Fund Court, held in the Baker’s room in the Trades Hall on Wednesday the twenty third day of May One Thousand Eight hundred and Thirty eight at seven o’clock evening 

Convener Young in the Chair

The Convener stated that this Meeting had been called to consider of a proposal by the newly Constituted Banking Company styled the Eastern Bank of Scotland for a lease of the Trades Hall, and rooms above &c, and a letter from Messers Shiell & Small the Agents of the Bank was produced & read to the Meeting.

It was moved by Mr John Paterson that the respective Trades be requested to meet, and consider what they would be inclined to give up their rooms for, and thereafter that they should meet in Common Hall and decide upon the Offer, which was seconded by Deacon Soutar and unanimously agreed to & the Deacons were requested to call meetings of their respective Trades to-morrow for that purpose, and a General Meeting was thereafter directed to be called for Eight o’clock the same Evening – the General Fund Court to meet at half an hour earlier to receive the report of the individual Trades – the Clerk was directed in future to call all meetings in his own name by order of the Convener, instead of as at present troubling the Convener to sign the letters.

It was recommended by the Meeting that the General Meeting should ask from Eighty to One Hundred Pounds for the Common Hall, leaving the private Trades to deal for the rent of their individual rooms.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the 

Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Bakers Room on Thursday the Twenty fourth May Eighteen hundred and thirty eight at half past seven o’clock preparatory to the General Meeting of the Trades to be held in the Hall at Eight o’clock

The Convener requested to know of the Deacons whether they had had meetings of the respective Trades, and what resolutions they had come to in regard to their respective rooms – and it being intimated that several Trades had met and agreed to give up their rooms, they were called over, and intimated their willingness to accept for their respective Trades as under

For the Bakers Room
£7:7/- per annum

For the Cordiners Room
£2: -    per annum

For the Glovers Room 
£5: -    per annum

For the Bonnetmakers
£5: -    per annum

For the Tailors
£3: -    per annum

For the Fleshers
£5: -    per annum

For the Hammerman
£5: -    per annum

For the Weavers
££: 4/- per annum

And the Dyers afterwards gave in theirs at £7:7/-

Which said several sums amt. to the sum of £43:18/- per annum which sum it was resolved to demand in addition to any rent to be fixed for the Hall, and (that) it was resolved to recommend that the whole be let at a slump rent – the Nine Trades being accountable at their annual settlement to the individual trades for their respective proportions.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held thereafter in Common Hall on Thursday the Twenty fourth day of May 1838 at 8 o’clock evening.

Convener Young in the Chair

The Convener stated that this meeting had been called to decide upon an offer for the lease of the Hall from the Eastern Bank of Scotland – and the rent demanded by the individual trades for their respective rooms having been read to the meeting. It was moved by Mr James Lawson that One hundred and twenty Pounds of rent should be asked for the Hall and all the rooms, which was seconded by Wm. Lundie Mr David Borrie proposed as an amendment that One Hundred and ten pounds should be asked for the whole, which was seconded by Mr John Fenton – previous to putting the amendment and motion to the Vote it was moved by Mr Mathewson that the Trades do agree to let the Hall to the Eastern Bank, which was seconded by Mr Hodge, and unanimously agreed to – thereafter the amendment being put to the vote was negatived. It was moved by Mr William Harris as a second amendment that the Hall and rooms be let for One hundred and forty Pounds, which was seconded by Mr Jobson, and the vote being taken thereon by a shew of hands fourteen were held up for the same, thereafter the motion being put top the vote in the same way was carried by a large majority.

On the motion of Mr Mathewson a Committee as appointed to confer with the Bank, and the following persons were named for that purpose: Convener Young, Messers Harris, Lawson, Jobson, Chalmers & Peter Thomson – Convener Young to be Convener.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed At the General meeting of the Trades of yesterdays date held within the Clerk’s Chambers on Friday the Twenty fifth May Eighteen hundred and thirty eight.

Convener Young in the Chair

The Clerk stated that he had last night communicated to the Bank Agents the terms on which the Trades were willing to let the Hall, and read to the Meeting his letter to that effect which was approved of – he further stated that he had been called to a Meeting of the Bank Directors at 11 o’clock this day when they signified their willingness to take the Hall at the terms offered if immediate access could be given – and expressed a wish to meet with a committee of the Trades at an hour to be afterwards fixed. The Meeting resolved to meet a deputation from the Bank at eight o’clock this evening and in the meantime the Clerk was to endeavour to ascertain the Sentiments of the subscribers. The Meeting thereafter adjourned to that hour.

At an adjourned Committee Meeting held within the Clerk’s Chambers on the Evening of the same day

Convener Young in the Chair

The Meeting were visited by a Deputation from the Eastern Bank consisting of Messers John Tod, one of the Directors and William Christie the Manager, when an Agreement was entered into between the parties on the following basis, - Viz. That the Bank should become bound to pay to the Box master on behalf of the Trades (of) the sum of One hundred and twenty pounds sterling of rent for the Trades Hall and the whole rooms adjoining and apartments above the Shop floor, with the sole right of entry by the present Stair all as specified in Messers Shiell & Small’s letter of date the twenty third Current, payable half yearly at Martinmas and Whitsunday, the Bank being at the expense of treating with the present Holders of the Hall as a reading room, and Also with any other Tenants of which the eye Institution is the only one at  present known, and in the event of these parties not agreeing this bargain is understood to be at an end.

Second, That in the event of the Bank agreeing with any of the Tenants for the use of one of the Shops the Bank shall become bound for the rent of that shop to the Trades in addition.

Thirdly, that before making any alteration on the Hall the parties shall respectively appoint competent individuals to examine into its condition with the view to the Banks leaving it in the same Condition at the end of the Lease. Parties shall likewise be appointed to examine the State of the Hall before taking it off the hands of the Bank.

Fourthly, That the term of the Lease shall be four years from Whitsunday in the present year.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within the Trades Hall on Thursday the Thirty first day of May 1838 at five o’clock afternoon

Convener Young in the Chair

The Convener stated that he object for which the meeting had been called was to consider the propriety of giving a bonus to the Subscribers to the Reading Room to give immediate acceptance to the Hall for the use of the Bank, when Mr Malcolm moved that the Committee be instructed to settle with the Subscribers at the sum agreed to be received by them for giving up the Hall Viz £30, the subscribers to give entry to the room immediately. Which motion was seconded by Mr Justice. Mr Lawson moved as an amendment that the Trades should offer the sum of £20 for the room, which not being seconded the motion was carried unanimously and the Committee were instructed to carry the arrangements into effect.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed to arrange the letting of the Hall held within the Clerk’s Chambers on Wednesday the 30 day of May 1838 years at half past three o’clock

Convener Young in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Meeting on consequence of being waited upon by a deputation of the subscribers who considered that as the Trades would be benefited by the subscribers giving up the Hall at present they expected that the Trades should advance somewhat to them on their condition of so giving it up more especially as they had subtenants to deal with. The Committee agreed that they had no power to make any such arrangement but recommended to the Convener who agreed to call a General Meeting for the purpose of Considering this matter for tomorrow at five o’clock PM.

At a (Committee) Meeting of the Committee appointed for Letting the Hall held within the Clerk’s Chambers on Monday 4 June 1838 at 7 o’clock

Convener Young in the Chair

The Meeting considered it proper that the Hall be inspected by a competent person on the part of the Trades before the Bank commenced operations and that this be done in the course of tomorrow. Mr Geo. Mathewson was nominated on the part of the Trades and the Clerk was instructed to notify this to him.

It was mentioned that all the stools, chairs or other articles at present belonging to the Nine Trades which the Committee may think proper, be disposed of by Public roup as Speedily as possible and the Committee resolved to meet to-morrow at two o’clock in the Hall for the purpose of considering as to this. The Clerk was instructed to arrange with the Bank agents as to the preparatory steps to be taken.

At a quarterly Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the 2d day of July 1838 years at 3 o’clock afternoon

Convener Young in the Chair

…thereafter the proceedings adopted in regard to the Bank having been explained to the Meeting, they resolved to continue the former Committee for any other purpose required for settling the Tack with the Bank and also to arrange as to procuring a room for the future Meetings of the Trades. Mr Chalmers moved that the Treasurer be instructed to pay to the Committee of Subscribers to the Reading Room the sum of Thirty Pounds agreed to be paid to them at last general Meeting. Which motion being seconded by Mr Mathewson was unanimously agreed to.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Tuesday the Eleventh day of September Eighteen hundred and thirty eight at Eight o’clock Evening

Convener Young in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this Meeting in consequence of a Letter from the Eastern Bank of Scotland making proposals for an alteration of the lease of the Trades Hall to the said Bank for a term of years, or to purchase if the Trades be so inclined and he considered it proper before bringing it before the Trades generally to submit the same to this Court that they might take it into consideration and recommend to the Trades what course they would consider most advantageous in terms of the 18th Clause of the Code of Byelaws and the letter of which Copy follows having been read to the Meeting It was Moved by Mr Fairweather that an extension of the lease to ten years should be recommended to the General meeting, and that the rent to be  stipulated  should be £170 per annum from and after the period of the present lease or £150 pr annum to commence at Whitsunday last which was seconded by Deacon Taws.

It was moved as an amendment by Deacon Dick that it be recommended to the General Meeting to let the Hall at £180 to commence as at Whitsunday last, or at a rent of £210 to commence at the end of the period of the present lease, which was seconded by Convener Harris, and the Motion and Amendment being put to the Vote the amendment was carried by a Majority of seven to five, Mr Stewart declining to vote.

There follows a Copy of said Letter

Copy Letter Messers Shiell & Small to T. L. Hammond

Dear Sir

The Directors of the Eastern Bank find that there will considerable difficulty heating their premises and that to do so properly will require and expenditure of some hundreds of pounds, or at least such an expenditure as they would not feel warranted to incur without a much longer lease of the premises.

Under these circumstances with regard to the heating of the Hall we would propose that your clients incur this cost and the Bank would pay interest on the sum laid out, or if your Constituents prefer it let the lease be extended to 10 years and the Bank will then lay pout the sum required to heat the premises.

From what we have learned there seems to be an inclination in the Trades to sell the Building. If this is the case and a fair price be put upon it our clients might be disposed to purchase.

There is one draw back to the property and that is its unsuitableness for general purposes, indeed save for a Bank the return from it must necessarily be small and precarious, but the Bank to have a fair return for their Capital they might agree to purchase and continue to use it or not as they should find convenient.

The Bank, we believe, would prefer a lease for ten years to buying the property, and in this event they would put up at their own expense the apparatus for heating the premises.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held in the Commercial Hall on Wednesday the 12th Sepr 1838 years at four o’clock afternoon

Convener Young in the Chair

… Thereafter the Minutes of a Meeting of the general fund court held on Tuesday 11th Inst regarding the proposal for the Eastern Bank of Scotland for an extension of the Lease of the Hall having been read to the Meeting it was resolved to call a general meeting for Monday next at 7 o’clock in the Evening to consider as to this proposal and in the meantime that the same should be on the Table.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the Seventeenth day of September 1838 years at seven o’clock evening

Convener Young in the Chair

The Minutes of the last General Meeting were read over and signed and the Minutes of the last meeting of the General Fund Court and the letter of Messrs Shiell & Small the Agents of the Eastern bank of Scotland to the Clerk having also been read to the Meeting, Mr Chalmers proposed that a committee of the Trades be appointed to treat with the private Trades as to the terms on which they would agree to an extension of the Lease of the Hall & rooms and thereafter to communicate with the Bank as to their views and that that Committee should consist of the Members of the general Fund Court who shall be authorised to make the necessary preparatory arrangements & to report to another general meeting to be called for that purpose, which motion being seconded by Mr Cochrane was unanimously agreed to.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Friday the twenty first day of September Eighteen hundred and thirty eight at Eight o’clock Evening

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

The Convener stated that the object of the present Meeting was under the remit from the General Meeting of the Nine Trades of seventeenth September to get the views of the private Trades as to the rent they would expect for their respective rooms in the event of an extension of the lease of the Hall and rooms to the Eastern Bank and the Minutes of that General Meeting having been read – The Convener proceeded to propose the Question to the Trades representatives seratiun as to the rent to be asked from the Bank and the rent to be asked for the respective rooms, when 

Assessor Leighton for the Bakers stated that his Trade considered that one hundred and sixty pounds should be asked for the Hall & rooms to commence as at Whitsunday last, the rent of the private room to be the same as at present, but a corresponding rise to take place if the other Trades insisted on a rise.

Deacon Soutar for the Cordiners that they considered one hundred and fifty pounds should be asked to commence as at the end of the present lease and that the rent of the room might be raised to an equality with the rooms of the other Trades. 

Deacon Stewart for the Glovers that the rent should be one hundred and fifty pounds to commence at the end of four years. A corresponding rise with other trades if no rise demanded the present rent to be continued. 

Deacon Duncan for the Tailors that the rent should be one hundred and fifty pounds either to commence at Whitsunday last or at the end of the present lease as the majority may decide & a corresponding rise of rent with the other Trades if they insist on a rise or if not the rent to be continued as at present. 

Deacon Taws for the Bonnetmakers one hundred & fifty pounds to commence at Whitsunday the rent of private room to be regulated by the same rule as that mentioned by Deacon Duncan.

Deacon Dick for the Fleshers one hundred and seventy pounds to commence just now or two hundred pounds at the end of the present lease and a corresponding rise in rent of the private rooms. 

Deacon Lundie for the Hammermen One hundred and sixty pounds to commence at the beginning of the Lease and a rise in rent of private room corresponding to other Trades. 

Mr Fairweather for the Weavers rent about One hundred and fifty pounds to commence at Whitsunday last and private rent to be regulated by the rise in other Trades. 

Deacon Crichton for the Dyers that the rent should be the same as at present (but if a rise takes place) but that if a rise takes place they expect a proportional rise in the rent of private room, and the opinion of the whole having been taken and the average of the respective rents demanded, it was found that said average would amount to about One hundred and fifty three pounds and the Court unanimously agreed to recommend that the rent to be asked should be one hundred and fifty pounds to commence as at Whitsunday last & in regard to the rent of the private rooms Mr Leighton moved that the whole additional rent should go to the General Fund which was seconded by Mr Hodge and no other motion being before the Court it was unanimously agreed to. And the Convener, Old Convener Young with Deacons Taws & Duncan were nominated as a Committee to meet with the Bank for the purpose of getting their views on the subject. 

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the twenty fourth day of September eighteen hundred and thirty eight years at three o’clock afternoon

Old Convener Young in the Chair

The Minutes of a meeting of the general Fund Court held on Friday the twenty first inst containing the recommendations of that Court as to the extension of the Lease of the Hall & rooms top the eastern Bank and the rent to be demanded therefore having also been read Mr James Lawson moved that the whole matter be referred to the Committee already appointed by the General Fund Court at that meeting Viz. Convener Murdoch, Old Convener Young, Deacons Taws & Duncan to be carried into effect with the Bank which was seconded by Mr Justice. Mr Mathewson moved as an amendment that the recommendation of the General fund Court Viz to ask one hundred and fifty pounds pr annum of rent for a lease of ten years commencing from Whitsunday last be adopted by this meeting, which was seconded by Mr Soutar, and Mr Lawson having withdrawn his motion the amendment was carried unanimously and Convener Murdoch, Old Convener Young, Deacons Taws & Duncan with Messers Pullar & Chalmers were appointed a Committee for the purpose of carrying thro’ arrangements with the Bank. Convener Murdoch to be Convener of said Committee. And the Meeting further appointed Convener Murdoch and the Boxmaster to sign the lease to the Bank in the event of a new lease being entered into. The Meeting thereafter on the motion of Mr Pullar authorised the General fund Court if they see cause to adopt the recommendation by them contained in the last minute of twenty first inst as to printing the Bye Laws and report mentioned therein. Mr Mathewson gave notice of a motion to extend the Lease to the Bank to twenty years if such should be demanded by the Bank, such motion to be on the table till next General Meeting.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Wednesday 10th day of September eighteen hundred and thirty eight years at twelve o’clock noon

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

…The Convener thereafter stated, what has been done as to the Lease to the Bank. That the Clerk had intimated the resolutions of the Trades to the Agents for the Bank but that no answer had been received from them. Mr Mathewson thereupon agreed to postpone his motion regarding the extended lease to the Bank for the present. The Meeting resolved to continue the powers to the committee appointed at last meeting to carry through arrangements with the Bank.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Monday the seventeenth day of December Eighteen hundred and thirty eight at Eight o’clock Evening

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

There was laid before the meeting a letter from the Agents for the eastern Bank to the Clerk of which the following is a Copy:

Copy Letter Shiell & Small Writers Dundee 

“To Mr Thomas L. Hammond

Dundee December 10th 1838

Dear Sir,

With reference to your favor of the 24th September last. We are directed by the General Board of Directors of the Eastern Bank to say that they cannot agree to the terms which you have stipulated for an extension of the Lease of the Trades Hall, and that they would much rather prefer to make a purchase of it. Would you therefore ascertain the Sentiments of your Constituents upon this point, and say to them if they be willing to sell, that our Clients will, on learning this resolution make them a fair price for the property.

We are

Dear Sir

Yours truly

(Signed) “Shiell & Small””

Old Convener Young moved that this Court do recommend to the General Body of the Trades to sell the Hall, which being seconded by Deacon Soutar, Wm Dron moved as an amendment that in his opinion it would be inexpedient to sell the Hall and that he thought the request of the Eastern Bank for an extension of the Lease should be reconsidered and that the annual amount of the rent formerly required for an extension of the lease from the Bank Should be reduced, which was seconded by Mr C. Crichton. Convener Young having with the consent of the seconder of the motion withdrawn his motion Mr Paterson moved that the Nine Trades are not at present offering this property for sale, yet if the Eastern Bank of Scotland think proper to make an offer either for the purchase of the whole property or for an extension of the lease that this Court recommend to the Nine Trades to take such offer into their Consideration and Mr Dron having withdrawn his amendment said motion was unanimously agreed to. 

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Monday the fifth day of March Eighteen hundred and thirty nine at Eight o’clock Evening

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

There was laid before the Meeting a letter from Messers Shiell & Small Agents for the Eastern Bank of Scotland of which the following is a Copy:

Copy letter Shiell & Small

To T. L. Hammond

Reform Street Feby 27 1839

Dear Sir

With reference to our Considerings as to the Trades Hall premises presently occupied by the Eastern Bank and others, we are directed by the General Board of Directors to say that as you are willing to sell the subjects they will give you a price of £6000 for them, or should you not agree to this the Bank will agree to prolong the Lease for Seven years additional at the present rent.

We beg you will give us the Testimonials of your Constituents as early as possible to Regulate the Directors in their views for the future accommodation of the Company.

We remain

Dear Sir

Yours Truly

(Signed) Shiell & Small”.

After shortly considering the above letter, the meeting regard the subject before them was of considerable importance and the attendance was not so numerous as might have been expected resolved to adjourn till the Evening of Wednesday next at eight o’clock.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Wednesday the sixth day of March Eighteen hundred and thirty nine at Eight o’clock Evening

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

The Minute of the former meeting having been read over and the subject again taken into Consideration it was resolved:

First, That the Trades are disposed to sell the Hall if an adequate or fair price can be got.

Second, that the Meeting are unanimous in agreeing to recommend to the General Meeting that the price to be asked should be £7000.

That the Meeting should recommend these resolutions to the Sense of a General Meeting of the Trades to be Called on Monday first at three o’clock.

At a Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the eleventh day of March eighteen hundred and thirty nine years at three o’clock afternoon

…The question in regard to the sale of the Hall having been brought before the meeting and a Valuation by Mr James Black, Architect having been made at the request of the Flesher Trade by whom the same was laid before the Meeting.

It was suggested that the question before the Meeting was in the first place whether the Trades were inclined to sell the Hall or not. Mr David Borrie therefore moved that the Trades do agree to sell provided a competent price be got, which was Seconded by Messers Pullar & Fenton. Mr Luke moved that it is incompetent to sell the Hall, which was seconded By Mr Moir. The amendment and motion being put together the former was lost by a large majority.

Mr James Reid moved that in consequence of the Valuation by Mr Black before mentioned, the property should be advertised for public sale, but before doing so that a Committee consisting of the following members Vizt Messers Reid, P. Hean, Dick, David Scott, James Small Junior, Alex. Lawson, P. Thomson, Pullar, James Lawson,  & the Convener, the latter to be Convener of Committee, be appointed to meet together for the purpose of recommending the upset price to be asked and to report to a future General Meeting, which was Seconded by Mr Alexander Lawson and unanimously approved of.

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Nine Incorporated Trades appointed at the general Meeting of the Nine Trades of 11th Inst to recommend the upset price to be asked for the Hall & Shops &c. held in the Clerk’s Chambers on Tuesday twelfth of March Eighteen hundred and thirty nine

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

The Committee unanimously resolved that the upset price to be asked for the Hall should be £8000 reserving the right of the parties present in occupation for six months from the term of Whitsunday next & also the Current Leases to the Eastern Bank and expenses of the Conveyance of the duty to be mutual between the parties, Convener Murdoch alone dissenting from the foregoing motion so far as regards the protecting the Tenants at present in occupation for only six months as he thought they ought to be protected for the full twelve months from Whitsunday next. And the Clerk was instructed to Call a General Meeting for Thursday first at three o’clock to report.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held in the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Thursday the fourteenth day of March eighteen hundred and thirty nine years at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

Mr Lawson moved that the report of the Committees as to the upset price of the Hall and Shops be approved of, which was unanimously approved of. It was agreed that the sale should take place in the Baltic coffee Room on the twenty eighth of March and the former Committee were appointed to see the advertisements inserted and the sale carried into effect. 

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Friday the twelfth day of April Eighteen hundred and thirty nine at seven o’clock Evening

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

A Letter from Messers Shiell & Small the Agents of the Eastern Bank was read to the meeting of which a Copy follows, when Deacon Cathcart moved that the extension of the Lease to the Bank in terms of Messers Shiell & Small’s Letter be acceded to which was seconded by Mr Fairweather. Deacon Dick moved as an amendment that the Lease be extended but the rent should not be below £160, which amendment was not seconded. Mr Paterson moved that the subject be left entirely to the decision of the General Meeting without any recommendation whatever from the General Fund as it appeared that the recommendation of the Court had been little attended to, which was seconded by Mr Stewart and Deacon Cathcart having withdrawn his motion the amendment was unanimously agreed to.

Note: No copy of the letter from Messers Shiell & Small is recorded.
At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the fifteenth day of April eighteen hundred and thirty nine years at two o’clock afternoon

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

Deacon Benvie moved that the lease to the Bank be extended for three years at the present rent, which was seconded by Mr Cochran. Deacon Dick moved as an amendment that the Lease be extended but at the Rent of £160, which was seconded by Old Convener Harris. Bailie Calman moved that the lease be extended as required for three years but that the rent for the three years addl be £150 pr annum, which was seconded by William Lawson and Deacon Dick having withdrawn his amendment Bailie Calmans was put to the vote when there appeared fifteen hands held up for it, and on the motion being afterwards put Eleven hands were held up for it; while the amendment was declared to be carried by a majority.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Wednesday the Eighth day of May eighteen hundred and thirty nine years at two o’clock afternoon

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

…The Convener stated that the Clerk had intimated the resolution of said General Meeting to the agents for the Eastern Bank and that he has since received a Communication from them, which was read to the meeting and of which a Copy follows.

Copy Letter Shiell & Small Writers Dundee

“To T. L. Hammond

Dundee April 20th 1839

Dear Sir

We laid your letter of the 15th Current before the General Board of Directors of the Eastern Bank of Scotland at their Meeting to day, and subjoin an Excerpt containing their resolution on the subject and 

We remain

Dear Sir

Yours truly

(Sigd) Shiell & Small.

Excerpt Minute of the General Board of Directors of the eastern Bank of Scotland at their meeting held on 20th April.

The Board had under Consideration a Letter from Mr Hammond the Clerk to the Trades offering to renew the Lease of the Hall at a rent of £150 for the three years of the extension, unanimously Resolved to refuse this offer but directed Messers Shiell & Small to say that the Bank will adhere for eight days to the offer of the present rent for three years.”

That the Clerk had laid this Communication before him (the Convener) but that Considering there was nothing new to lay before the trades he had declined calling any Meeting of the General Fund court of the Nine upon the subject – the Meeting unanimously approve of the proceedings which had taken place. 

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Tuesday the Ninth day of May eighteen hundred and thirty nine years at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

The Meeting authorised the Convener and Boxmaster to sign the new Lease to the Eastern Bank.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Saturday the Twenty second day of June eighteen hundred and thirty nine years at Eleven o’clock forenoon

Convener Murdoch in the Chair

There was laid before the Meeting a Letter from the Agents of the Eastern Bank of Scotland of which the following is a Copy.

Copy Letter Messers Shiell  & Small Writers Dundee

“ To T. L. Hammond

Dundee June 20 1839

Dear Sir

The Directors of the Eastern Bank having again had under consideration the subject of a renewal of their Lease have requested us today that they will half the difference between us and make the rent for the three or four years of renewal £135 per Annum.

This rent the Bank think your Constituents should not have asked looking to the expense incurred by the Bank upon the premises – or if it is wished to sell the property the Bank will increase their offer and give £6500 for it.

Yours faithfully

(Signed) Shiell & Small”

Mr James Miller moved that in terms of Messers Shiell & Small Letter just read, the Trades do agree to a renewal of the Lease for a fixed period of three or four years after the expiry of the present Lease at a rent of One hundred and Thirty five Pounds per Annum for such renewal, which was seconded by Mr Murray.

Mr James Small Junr moved as an amendment that the Trades do adhere to their Offer of One hundred and fifty Pounds for an extension of the lease, which was seconded by Deacon Dick. Previous to putting the motion and amendment to the vote Deacon Dick moved that the meeting be adjourned till Monday evening at seven o’clock, which was seconded by Mr Luke. Deacon Cuthbert moved as an amendment that the business of the day be proceeded with, which was seconded by Mr Dear, and this amendment was carried by a large majority – thereafter the motion of Mr James Miller and the amendment of Mr Small being put together the former was carried by a large majority.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Monday the fourth day of November Eighteen hundred and thirty nine at seven o’clock Evening

Convener Jobson in the Chair

The Clerk produced to the meeting the old Tack between the Nine Trades and the Eastern Bank of Scotland with a Renunciation thereof by the Trustees of the said Eastern Bank dated 30th Oct 1839 bearing a minute of acceptance on the back, together with a new Tack in favor of the said Trustees for behoof of the Eastern Bank all which having been approved of by the Meeting the said Minute of acceptance and afterwards the said Tack were signed by the Convener & Boxmaster as Authorised by General Meeting of ninth July last approved of by meeting of seventh Oct last, and the plan of the Hall as it formerly stood again signed by the Convener as relative thereto all in presence of the Meeting

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Tuesday the 3d day of Decemr 1839 years

Convener Jobson in the Chair

… Mr Thomson Notary Public having appeared in the meeting along with the Prov for Mr Fairweather Farmer at Preston who served a Schedule of intimation of an assignation in perpetuity by the Fleshers of their right in the Nine Trades funds on the Convener & Boxmaster, on behalf of the Nine Trades the Meeting unanimously resolved “That the property and funds belonging to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee from a united fund not belonging to or separately claimable by any individual Trade, but pro indiviso to all and every individual number of each and every individual Trade that no individual member of any Trade  nor any individual Trade consisting as it does of individual members of the whole Nine Trades, can claim of right any particular or individual share of the said united fund far less can he or they either individually or collectively assign or dispose or give away right or title to a third party or parties without the individual consent of the said Nine Trades both as an aggregate body and as a community of individuals – that the surplus funds belonging to the said Nine Trades are annually divided among the poor of the whole community of the Trades in such portions as the General Fund Court or Committee of management of said Nine Trades appoint – as authorised by the Regulations of the Trades and by immemorial usage – that no individual even receiving assistance is entitled to assign or convey to any other party his right of relief – that therefore the whole united fund being essentially a benevolent fund belonging pro indiviso to each and every individual member of each and every individual Trade it is out of the power of the Flesher Trade as such or even of the individual members of that Trade to dispose or assign away a right or title in the said fund whither in Hall, St. Andrews Church or in whatever way or form said fund may exist. That any such act is illegal and invalid and cannot be acted upon in any shape that for the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades to admit that such disposition or assignation is legal or valid would be to open the doors to abuses would stir again the question solemnly decided by the Supreme Court that the property of the Nine Trades exists per Capita and not by Trades might involve the Nine Trades at some future period in a serious Litigation to maintain their rights & might even lead by two or three other Trades following a similar Course to the Property of the Nine Trades being sold by the Creditors of individual Trades against the wishes of the Nine & thus of breaking up the fund entirely and therefore the General Fund Court on the part of the Nine Trades and the Convener & Boxmaster for themselves and their successors in office as representing the said Nine Trades repudiate and disavow the right of the said Flesher Trade to grant such disposition and assignation, and protested that their receiving the schedules of intimation now brought  before them should not be held to imply that they acquiesced in the legality of the transaction which on the part of their constituents they wholly repudiated & thereupon the Convener took instruments in the hands of the Clerk” And the Clerk was instructed to intimate this resolution to the Flesher Trade & to send them a copy of this minute after which the meeting adjourned till Thursday Evening next at 7 o’clock.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Tuesday the ninth day of June 1840 years at eight o’clock

Convener Jobson in the Chair

The Boxmaster produced a security on the part of E. Y. Rodger & Co for the rent of the two shops behind Mr Stewart’s and Mr Allardice’s shop, with which he declared himself satisfied, and the meeting being upon his report and that of others present satisfied thereto agreed to allow the alteration required by the said Company to be done at heir own expenses, and the Box master was authorized to see it done under the inspection of a competent person, on the understanding that the fabric of the Hall was not to be in any ways injured and, that if required, it should be put in the same situation it is in at present on the parties craving it, and therefore the meeting declared Mr Stewart and Mrs Moncreiff relieved from their responsibility for the ensuing year.

At a General meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held in the Commercial Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the fourth day of January Eighteen hundred and forty one years at three o’clock Afternoon

Convener Jobson in the Chair

…It was moved that the Insurance on the Hall be increased to £3000 which was unanimously agreed to and the Clerk, as Agent for the Phoenix Fire Insurance Office of London, was accordingly instructed to effect an additional Insurance to the extent of £1600 thereon, there being already £1400 on the premises.

Note: This Minute was passed the day immediately following the Fire, which so severely damaged the Town Churches.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Wednesday the first day of March 1843 years at half past six evening

Convener Cuthbert in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had called this meeting on the Report of the Boxmaster that he had had some applications from the Tenants of some of the Shops under the Hall requesting a reduction of rent in order to take the opinion of the Court thereon Letters were read from several parties who requested different rates of reduction the Court took up the Question of the whole rents individually and after some conversation it was agreed to reduce the rents as well of those not applying as of those applying viz: Mr Allardice rent from £40 to £35, Mr Stewart’s from £32 to £29, Mr Baxter from £38 to £30, Messers E. Y. Roger & Company from £18 to £16, Mr Ark lay from £16 to £12, and that the other should be allowed to stand at the present time.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within Mrs Hood’s St. Clements Lane on Friday the 15th day of December 1843 years at 7 o’clock Evening

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

A Letter from Mr Robt. Walker Stationer Successor to Mr Allardice – to the Convener – was read to the Meeting of which the following is a Copy:

“Coner of Trades Hall

Dundee 15 Decr 1843

To the Convener 

Of the Nine Incorporated

 Trades Dundee 

Sir

In addition to the premises which I now rent as bookselling and binding shop from the Incorporated Trades I am extremely anxious that I could also be given the possession of the contiguous small shop at present occupied by Mr Ferrier Painter at the next May term. I find the accommodation that I at present have is too limited for the purposes of my trade & that in consequence my stock does not reap the full benefit of proper display. Besides the want of an ante-room I find to be extremely inconvenient both in conducting my business and to the Customers themselves frequenting my Shop. 

I shall esteem it as a very particular favour if you will have the Kindness to take this matter into consideration and I shall be glad to hear at your convenience that the Trades feel disposed to comply with my request.

I am &c.”

When it was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should intimate to Mr Walker that the Nine Trades were willing to give him possession of the premises required at Whitsunday without prejudice to his agreeing in the mean time with Mr Ferrier for earlier possession.

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Trades of Dundee Held within the Hall St. Clements Lane on Thursday the 2d Jany 1845 years 

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

There was read to the Meeting a letter from Mr Westland the Manager of the Eastern Bank as to making new arrangements regarding the Trades Hall at present occupied by them as a Bank, as follows:

“Eastern Bank of Scotland

Dundee 26 Decemr 1844

Dear Sir

I would thank you to communicate with the Incorporated Trades of Dundee as to the terms on which they would be disposed to renew the lease of the premises presently occupied by this Bank after the expiry of the existing lease, and inform me of their determination.

I would also like to know for the information of our Directors whether the Trades would be inclined to Sell the entire Building, and if so the price they would ask for it.

I am 

Dear Sir

Yours faithfully

Jas. Westland

J. L. Hammond

Writer Dundee

Clerk to the Nine Incorporated Trades”

The Meeting agreed to recommend to the next General Meeting to appoint a Committee of their number to treat with the Eastern Bank, either for a renewal of the lease or a sale of the Hall as they shall find most for the advantage of the Trades. The said Committee to report to the General Meeting for their approval before finally concluding a bargain either way.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the sixth day of January On thousand eight hundred and forty five years at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

The Letter of Mr Westland regarding the Trades hall was again brought before the meeting, when Mr James Chalmers moved that the recommendation of the last General Fund Court of date Second January inst for the appointment of a Committee be approved of, which was seconded by Mr Cuthbert with this addition –that the Committee should have full power to treat with the Bank for a lease of 7 or 14 years at not less than the present rent, and which was unanimously agreed to.

Thereafter the meeting nominated Messers Thomas Cuthbert, James Small Junr James Pullar and James Murray along with the Convener and Boxmaster to be a Committee for that purpose, three being a quorum.

At a Meeting of the committee appointed at the General Meeting of yesterday for the purpose of treating with the Eastern Bank regarding the Trades Hall Held within within the Office of the Clerk on Friday the 7th day of January 1845 years at 7 o’clock Evening

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

There was laid before the Committee statement of the rent of the Hall from 1824 downwards, showing an average, after deducting of repairs for the 20 years preceding 1838, of £245.12.8 per annum, and for the year from 1838 downwards of £281.3/- per annum, and on the whole period an average of £256.6/- per annum.

The Committee having (having) considered the matter directed the Clerk to intimate to the Manager of the Eastern Bank, that they are willing to meet with the Directors, for the purpose of conferring with them on the subject of his letter to the Nine Trades, at such time as may be convenient for them.

At a Meeting of the committee appointed at the General Meeting of yesterday for the purpose of treating with the Eastern Bank regarding the Trades Hall Held within within the Office of the Clerk on Friday the 13th day of January 1845 years at 11 o’clock forenoon

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

The Meeting having deliberated on the terms upon which they were to treat with the Bank resolved to meet with the Committee of Directors and proceeded to the Bank for that purpose.

When, after a conversation with the said Directors, these last stated that they were not prepared to treat for a lease, as the property at present stands, but would prefer to have a sale of the property in toto, although they were not prepared to make any offer in the meantime not having got all their calculations prepared.

It was stated by the Committee of the Nine Trades that in the event of a sale of the property, the Trades would most likely insist upon a ground annual to at least one half of the agreed value of the property, and the Parties having otherwise heard each others sentiments upon the subject, agreed to meet again at such time as the Managers of the Eastern Bank should intimate that the Committee of Directors were ready for that purpose.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed at the General Meeting of yesterday for the purpose of treating with the Eastern Bank regarding the Trades Hall Held within within the Office of the Clerk on Thursday the 24th day of April 1845 years at 7 o’clock Evening

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

A Letter from Mr Westland Manager of the Eastern Bank to the Clerk was read to the Meeting of which the following is a Copy:

Eastern Bank of Scotland 

Dundee 24 April 1845

Dear Sir

Before deciding formally on some proposals for a Banking Office presently before them, our Directors would wish to know the terms on which the Incorporated Trades would give them an extension for five years of the lease of their present premises.

I may mention that the Directors are of opinion that £100 would be an ample annual rent considering the Reduction which has taken place on the rents of the Property.

It is to be understood that the Bank would be at the sole expence of any alterations the Directors may wish to make on the premises should a renewal of the lease be agreed on.

I am &c 

Signed Jas. Westland

Addressed to

J. L. Hammond Esq. Writer Dundee 

It would be obliging of you could favor me with an answer previous to Wednesday when our Directors meet. J.W.”

After considering which it was resolved that the Committee should make offer to the Bank of a Lease of the premises for a term of five or more years at not less than the present rent, at which rate the Committee have full power to conclude an immediate bargain, but that if the terms be not acceded to by the Bank, and any alteration or modification thereof should be required, they would be glad to receive the Banks offer, which they would lay before a General Meeting of the Trades to be called immediately for that purpose.

It being understood however in the event of any Lease being agreed upon that any alterations to be made by the Bank are not to be upon the fabric of the Hall without the sanction of the Committee and that the Bank shall be bound at the expiry of the Lease to restore the Hall to its former state, as well under the plans made at the first Lease, as (the) under the proposed one, if the Trades shall incline, or at least such parts thereof as the Trades may at the end of the said proposed Lease order to be restored.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee called in consequence of a communication from the Eastern Bank held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Tuesday 29th day of April 1845 years at 7 o’clock evening

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

…There was also read to the Meeting the several minutes and proceedings of the Committee appointed on Sixth January last top treat with the Eastern Bank regarding the Lease or sale of the Hall – there was further laid before the meeting a letter from the manager of the Eastern bank, for their opinion and instructions of which the copy follows.

“T. L. Hammond Esqr

Writer Dundee

Eastern Bank of Scotland

Dundee 28th April 1845

Dear Sir

I was duly favoured with your letter of the 24th Inst along with Minute of meeting of the Committee of the Nine Trades held on that day which I have shewn to some of our Directors.

As mentioned in my previous letter our Directors think £100 would be a liberal rent for the premises presently occupied by the Bank and as they have no wish to drive a hard bargain with the Trades they will agree to an extension of their Lease for five years at the yearly rent of One hundred Guineas, it being conditional that no alterations on the premises are to be made without the consent of the Trades and such alterations as are allowed, to be done at the expense of the Bank.

I will thank you for an early answer, as our Directors must decide early on some other proposal

I am &c (signed) Jas. Westland”

Whereupon it was moved by Deacon Soutar that this meeting approve of what the Committee have already done, and remit the matter back to them to agree with the Bank for a Lease for a term of five or more years, but at no less than the present rent, and under the Conditions mentioned in the present Lease, as well as in the Minute of the Committee, and the letter of the Manager, which was unanimously agreed to.

Deacon Soutar thereafter gave notice of a motion to the following effect, to be brought before the next General Meeting, “That, in the event of any arrangement being entered into with the Eastern Bank, the rents of the rooms claimed by the Several trades shall be equalised, or that the whole sum received shall be throun into the General Fund, and an allowance made to each trade for their separate meetings.”

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed to confer with the Eastern Bank held in the Hall St. Clements Lane on Tuesday the 29th day of April 1845 after the General Meeting of the same date Convener Sutherland in the Chair

The Committee instructed the Clerk to send the Bank an Excerpt from the Minute of the General Meeting held this evening, and to intimate that if the Bank agree to the terms the Committee shall be ready to exchange missives with them as early as convenient.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed to confer with the Eastern Bank held within the Office of the Clerk on Monday the 25th day of June 1845 years at ½ past 6 o’clock afternoon 

Present Messers Peter Thomson & Jas. Small Junr.

A Letter from Mr Westland for a renewal of the Lease to the Eastern Bank for one year after the expiry of the current Lease & the above named Gentleman being the only members of Committee present approve of the terms & agreed so far as they were concerned to recommend the same to the General Meeting.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Thursday 26th day of June 1845 years at seven o’clock evening

Deacon Coupar in the Chair

…A Letter from Mr Westland of the Eastern Bank regarding an extension of the Lease to the Bank was read to the meeting of which the tenor follows:

“Eastern Bank of Scotland

Dear Sir

I duly read the Minute of the Trades of 29 Ult, which I have submitted, to the Directors, but they will not consent to enter into a new Lease for a term of years at an Annual rent of £135. I am authorised however to arrange for an additional year of the Premises after the expiry of the Current Lease at the present rent & under the Conditions & Obligations expressed in said Lease, which I now offer to do. An early answer will oblige.

(Signed) Jas Westland.

Tho. L Hammond esq.

Writer, Dundee 

Mr John Paterson Tailor moved “that the Trades do agree to give the Hall to the Eastern Bank, on a lease of five years at a rent of One hundred and twenty Pounds per Annum” which was seconded by Mr John Maxwell Weaver. Deacon Dick of the Fleshers moved as an amendment  “that the terms offered by the Bank of £135 pr Annum one year to be declined, but that the Meeting resolve to abide by their offer contained in the Minute of 29th April last, and send back to the Committee to settle accordingly “, which was seconded by Mr Archd. Scott Weaver. Mr Alexr Langlands, Cordiner on the part of Deacon Soutar who was absent at this stage of the proceedings proposed that Deacon Soutar’s notice of motion made on 29th April last “that in the event of any arrangements being entered into with the Eastern Bank, the rents of the Rooms claimed by the Several Trades be equalised, or that the whole sum secured by throun into the General Fund, & an allowance made to each Trade for their separate Meetings,” be now taken up, but the same not being seconded was allowed to drop. Thereafter Mr Paterson having withdrawn his motion Deacon Dick’s amendment was allowed to stand in the place thereof & Mr Paterson thereupon proposed the following as an amendment. “That this meeting refuse to take into consideration any offer for a Lease on One year of the Premises occupied by the Eastern Bank, but remit back the whole matter to the present Committee with instructions to arrange for a Lease of not less than five years, but without tying up their hands to any certain rent” which was seconded by Mr James Mills, and this amendment & Deacon Dick’s motion being put to he vote, the amendment was carried by a Majority.

Thereafter Mr William Harris Baker moved that the Committee shall not have power to conclude a bargain without reporting to the Trades, which was seconded by Deacon Dick. Mr John Justice Hammerman moved the previous question, which was seconded by Mr Stirling, & both motions being put to the vote the later was carried by a Majority.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed to treat with the Eastern Bank for a Lease of the Hall held within the Office of the Clerk on Thursday the third day of July 1845 years at 7 o’clock evening 

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

The Committee having considered the previous minutes resolved to offer the premises to the Bank on a Lease of five, seven or ten years as they may incline from Whitsunday next at the present rent of £135 and under the same Conditions as to upholding the tenement, and leaving it at the expiry of the Lease as contained in the present Lease, and that if any other substantial alterations by made upon the Premises than those already made these shall be done with Consent of the General Fund Court as acting for the Nine Trades, in terms of the previous letters and commissions between the parties. 

Therefore the Committee having waited Mr Westland the Manager of the Eastern Bank and stated to him the above terms which they conceived to be in conformity with their instructions and the Manager after some conversation having stated that he was sure the Directors of the Bank would not agree to any Lease without the power of being relieved thereof on eighteen months notice. 

The Committee again met and agreed to recommend to the General Meeting to be held on Monday next to give the Bank a Lease of five years but with this additional provision that either party shall be entitled to put an end to the Lease on a premonition of eighteen months before any term of Whitsunday during its currency.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the 7th day of July Eighteen hundred and forty nine years at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Sutherland in the Chair

The Convener stated that this was a quarterly Meeting for general purposes. Thereafter there were read over to the Meeting the proceedings of the Committee on the Eastern Bank since last General Meeting, containing their recommendation to the Meeting, together with a letter from the Manager of the Eastern Bank to the Clerk of date 27 June last, and also one of 4th July Current of which latter as Copy follows:

“Eastern Bank of Scotland

Dundee 4th July 1845

Dear Sir

I am favoured with your letter of yesterday along with excerpt Minutes of meeting of Committee of the Nine Trades held also yesterday. The Committee I observe referring to the Conference I had with them last night, have agreed to recommend to the General Meeting of the Trades to be held on Monday next to grant the Bank a Lease of five years from Whitsunday next of their premises, subject to the terms and conditions previously stipulated, and at the yearly rent of £135, but with the provision that either party shall be entitled to put an end to the Lease, on a premonition of eighteen months before any term of Whitsunday during its currency; and I beg to say that I am ready on the part of the Bank to enter into a new Lease on these conditions.

I may mention, however that our Directors think the rent very high, and were the Trades to agree to modify it in the event of the Bank continuing in the premises all the five years it might prevent the Directors from looking about them for another Office.

I am &c (signed) Jas. Westland

Thos. L. Hammond Esqr

Clerk to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee”

After reading which it was unanimously resolved that the whole proceedings of the Committee be approved of, and the matter was remitted back to them to see the Lease carried into effect.

At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane on Monday the 3rd day of January 1848 years at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Spankie in the Chair

…An offer from Mr John Tulloch Hatter for the Shop occupied by Mrs Walker was laid before the meeting of which copy follows:

“To the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee

Gentlm

I hereby offer to take that Shop corner of Trades Hall (at present let & occupied by Mrs Walker Stationer) for a period of five, seven or ten years as may be agreed on, from Whitsunday first at the same rent as has been paid by Mrs Walker, with the distinct understanding that the three windows in the front shop be lowered and plate glass panes put in; for which outlay I am willing to pay five per cent per annum, and farther that the shop fronting Castle Street be separated from the other as it originally stood and I freed from all obligation concerning it, the expence of which Alteration is to be defrayed by you.

I am

Gentm Your Obed Ser

(Signed) John Tulloch

Dundee Jany 1st 1848”

When it was agreed to remit to the Convener, Mr Morris, Mr Justice & the Boxmaster, with full powers, to agree upon terms with Mr Tulloch on the understanding that the feeling of the meeting was that no alteration was to be made upon the premises, and failing any arrangement with Mr Tulloch to take the necessary steps to get the Shop let to the best advantage.

At a Meeting of the Committee appointed by the General Meeting of 3rd Jany curt. held within the Office of Mr Harris Deacon of the Bonnetmaker Trade the same evening at 8 o’clock 

Present Convener Spankie, Messers Wm. Morris and John Justice

The remit from the General Meeting having been read together with Mr Tullochs Offer, the Committee were unanimously of opinion that no alternative whatever should be made on the Shop at the expence of the Nine Trades, nor that it should be divided, and they were further of opinion that no lease should be granted of the premises for a longer period that five years, with a brake to each party at the end of three years on giving three months previous notice, the rent to be as at present Forty three pounds per Annum payed half yearly. Mr Tulloch having appeared in the meeting and the Opinion of the Committee as expressed above having been read over to him, he agreed to and [give], the Clerk a written Answer tomorrow and it was agreed to meet again on Thursday first at the same place and hour, finally to decide upon the Offer. 

At a Adjourned Meeting of Committee held in terms of last Minute within the Office of Mr Harris at 8 o’clock evening of Monday 6 Jany 1848

Present Convener Spankie, Messers Wm. Morris and John Justice and Peter Thomson

The last Minute being read the Clerk laid before the Meeting a letter by Mr Tulloch accepting the Offer for Mrs Walker’s Shop in terms of last meeting in the following terms

“To the Committee of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee

Gent.

After having consulted the different Tradesmen necessary concerning the proposed Alteration on the Shop presently occupied by Mrs Walker, I have resolved to accept your Offer, which I hereby consequently do.

I am 

(Signed) John Tulloch

PS. I understand the terms to be a five years Lease at £43 per Annum with liberty to lower the window provided I do not injure the light of the Cellar

(Signed) JT”

The Meeting agreed to offer the terms as embodied and adjusted in a Missive of Lease, which the Meeting remitted to be afterwards approved of at another Meeting, and the agreement to be held incompleted till then.

At Dundee the Twelfth day of January 1848

At a Meeting of the Committee for adjusting the 

Lease with Mr John Tulloch held within Mr Harris’ Office at 8 o’clock evening

Present Convener Spankie, Messers Morris and Justice

A Draught Minute of Lease betwixt the Trades and Mr Tulloch was read to and laid before the meeting and Mr Tulloch being present the terms werw agreed to and the draught signed by the Convener and Mr Tulloch as adjusted. And the Clerk was instructed to extend the same on a two shilling and sixpence agreement stamp to be submitted to another Meeting – he was also instructed to get Mrs Walker summoned out of the Shop in due time.

At Dundee the fourteenth day of January 1848

At a Meeting of the Committee on 

Mr Tulloch’s Lease held within Mr Harris’ Office at 8 o’clock evening

Present Convener Spankie, Mr Morris 

The Committee considering that it would be open to some person of skill to superintend the alterations to be made on the Shop now taken by Mr Tulloch appointed Mr James Sampson Architect in Dundee for that purpose, and instructed the Clerk to intimate the appointment to him and Mr Tulloch.

At Dundee the Sixth day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clements Lane at half past seven o’clock P.M.

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Convener stated that the committee on the Trades property had not yet received plans and specifications of the proposed Alterations and Improvements but expected them in the course of a few days.

At Dundee the Thirteenth day of March eighteen hundred and fifty at a special general Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clements Lane at seven o’clock evening and called for the purpose of considering Plans and Specifications for the alterations and improvements on the Trades property

Convener Morris in the Chair

The last Minute being read and signed the Convener laid before the meeting Two plans of the proposed alterations and improvements in the Shops under the Trades Hall with Specifications and Statement of the probable expense and return of rental supposing the improvements to be carried through. The Specifications and statement of the probable expense being read, Mr James Murray moved that the plans and specifications lie over for farther consideration, which was seconded by Mr James Cowan. Mr Benvie moved as an amendment that the proposed alterations and improvements be entertained and plans and specifications got and submitted to a future meeting for approval and that Measures be adopted for carrying the same into effect by Whitsunday first. And the Motion and amendment being put to the Meeting the amendment was carried by a Majority of one; and the Meeting unanimously agreed to remit to a Committee of Nine Members to carry the said Amendment into effect, when Convener Morris, Messers James Murray, James Spankie, Thomas Adamson, William Ferrier, Andrew Benvie, George Butchart, David Davidson and William Lawson were appointed a Committee for the above purpose – Three to be a quorum & Mr Morris Convener.

The meeting instructed the Clerk to get the present Tenants named to remove by Whitsunday in the Common Form.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of March eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed at last General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades for carrying into effect the alterations and Improvements on the Shops under the Trades Hall held within the Clerks Office at half past seven o’clock P.M.

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Meeting proceeded to the consideration of the plans and specifications and various alterations being suggested. Mr Edwards the Architect was sent for who approved of the same and the Meeting instructed him to prepare a new plan bringing into view the proposed Alterations. The same to be ready for the consideration of the Committee by Tuesday coming.

The meeting unanimously agreed that before summoning the Tenants that they be waited on by the Convener, Mr Lawson and the Clerk and asked to sign an obligation to remove at Whitsunday without a formal warning and appoint to remove for that purpose at Twelve o’clock noon. The Meeting adjourned till Tuesday first at half past seven o’clock then to meet in the Clerks office.

At Dundee the Nineteenth day of March eighteen hundred and fifty at an adjourned Meeting of the Committee on the Trades Property held within the clerks Office this evening at half past seven o’clock 

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Convener Reported that in terms of Instructions given at last Meeting the sub committee had waited on the Tenants of the premises under the Hall and got them to sign an obligation binding themselves to remove without any formal warning at Whitsunday first with the exception of Mr Tulloch who holds his shop under lease, which obligation was read to the meeting and approved of and the Meeting continued the said sub committee with the addition of Mr Spankie with full powers to enter into such arrangements as they can effect with Mr Tulloch in reference to his shop so as possession thereof can be got when signed.

The Meeting then proceeded to reconsider the plans of the alterations with the new and prepared [plans] by Mr Edwards and unanimously agreed that the pencilled plan initiated by the Convener be recommended to the General Meeting of the Trades for their adoption – and that a General meeting of the Trades be called for Friday first at Seven o’clock.

At Dundee the Twenty second day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty at a special general Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clements Lane at seven o’clock P.M. called by circular for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the alterations on the Trades property

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Convener laid before the meeting the pencilled & initialled plan of the proposed alterations on the Trades property referred to in the Minute of Committee read to this Meeting and also the specification of said alterations when Mr Thomas Cuthbert moved that the plan submitted and recommended by the Committee be approved of and the former Committee continued with full powers for carrying the same into effect, which motion has been seconded by Deacon Brown. Mr James Stewart moved as an amendment that the plan submitted to the Meeting lie over for one week in the Clerks Office for the consideration of all concerned which was seconded by Mr Peter Gibson & and the amendment and motion being put to the Meeting the motion was carried by a majority of seven. The Convener read to the Meeting a letter which the Clerk had received from the Manager of the Eastern Bank requesting to know if it was the wish of the Trades to grant a renewal of the lease of the Bank, which the meeting remitted to the general Fund Court for their consideration and Management to be reported on & in the meantime instruct the Clerk to intimate to the Manager of the Bank that such had been done & an early answer would be communicated to his application.

At Dundee the Twenty sixth day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a special General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clements Lane at seven o’clock P.M. called by circular for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the alterations on the Trades property and the tenders given in therefor

Convener Morris in the Chair

The last Minute being read and likewise the Minutes of the Committee on the Trades improvements & a Letter from Mr Edwards, Architect explanatory of the difference of the Estimated amount of the alterations and the tenders given in therefore was read to the meeting; - Mr Spankie moved that the Improvements be proceeded with, which motion was seconded by Deacon Sturrock and unanimously agreed to.

At Dundee the Twenty sixth day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed on the improvements on the Trades property held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past seven o’clock PM

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Meeting instructed the Clerk to request Mr Edwards the Architect to prepare with all dispatch the requisite working plans and specifications for carrying into effect the improvements on the Trades property in terms of the pencilled and initialled plan approved of at last General Meeting so as offers may be taken in therefore, and in the specifications to take the Respective Offers for the work bound to complete the same within three months from the commencement under a suitable penalty.

The Meeting farther agreed that an advertisement be inserted in the Dundee Newspapers stating that the shops would be Let when altered, conform to plans to be seen in the hands of the Architect; also an advertisement for offers for the alterations on the property, both advertisements to be approved of at next Committee Meeting before insertion.

Mr Edwards being sent for and after considering the whole matter he agreed top have the plans and specifications ready by Thursday evening – And also to prepare specifications for cleaning and pointing the vide and end walls as well as doing so in cement with mastic for herrn repairs &c.

At Dundee the Twenty Eighth day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed on the improvements on the Trades property held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past seven o’clock PM

Convener Morris in the Chair

Mr Edwards appeared and exhibited his working plans and specifications of the Mason work which were approved of and instructions given to have the whole completed with the least possible delay.

The Clerk laid before the Meeting Drafts of Advertisements for estimates and Shops to be Let which were approved of and ordered to be inserted in the Dundee Newspapers.

At Dundee the Twenty third day of April Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed on the improvements on the Trades property held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past seven o’clock PM

Convener Morris in the Chair

Mr Edwards architect appeared & laid before the Meeting Five Tenders for the Mason Work, and Five Tenders for the Wright Work, the two lowest offers together being Nine hundred and sixty five pounds and before accepting of these offers the Committee agreed to submit the matter for the consideration of a General Meeting of the Trades, to be called for Friday first at seven o’clock evening. A Letter from Mr Norrie in answer to the one from the Clerk offering to Let him the shop presently possessed by Mr Stewart when altered at Sixty pounds – offering Fifty five with Certain alterations therein specified, which offer the committee remitted to Messers Lamb & Spankie to treat with Mr Morris on the subject.

At Dundee the Second day of April Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within the Hall St Clements Lane at Seven o’clock evening

Convener Morris in the Chair.

…The remit by the last General Meeting in reference to the Renewal of the Lease to the Eastern Bank the Convener reported that he had waited upon the Manager of the Eastern Bank and intimated that the Trades would expect a Rise of Annual Rent of Fifteen pounds on a Renewal of the Lease – that Mr Sidey stated he would report such to the Directors of the Bank and that it would be desirable if a fire place could be opened in one of the front rooms for the accommodation of the Directors. The meeting unanimously agreed that a Renewal of the Lease should be granted and that the fire place should be opened as wished if practicable and a Committee of the Convener, Messers Lawson, Spankie and the Clerk be appointed to negotiate said Lease on the best terms practicable which was unanimously agreed to and the Committee appointed accordingly.

A Letter from Mr Morris Confectioner was laid before the Meting requesting to know the terms upon which the shop presently possessed by Mr Stewart after the same is altered would be let for, and in the event of him taking the same if the Trades would accommodate him with some of the other shops during the alterations and after due consideration of the same the Meeting unanimously agreed that the shop as altered according to the plans should be let to Mr Norrie at the Rent of Sixty pounds in the year from the term of Whitsunday first and that he should be accommodated with another shop as far as practicable during the alterations and the Clerk was instructed to offer the same to Mr Norrie accordingly.

At Dundee the Twenty ninth day of April Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed on the improvements on the Trades property held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past seven o’clock PM

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Tenders for the mason an Wright work for the alteration s on the Trades property being respectively gone over: The Committee unanimously agreed to accept of the offer of Messers Brown and Taylor Barnhill Perth for the Mason work, being Four hundred and Six pounds Eighteen shillings and the offer of David Kidd & son, Dundee for the Wright work, being Five hundred and sixty three pounds fourteen shillings making together the sum of £970.12/- being the lowest offers and the Clerk was instructed to intimate the same to the parties and get the requisite Agreements gone into Also to apply for the Dean of Guild for the requisite permission  and accommodation for Carrying through the alterations; Messers Spankie and Lawson reported that Mr Norrie had agreed to give Sixty pounds of Rent for Mr Stewarts shop and the Committee remitted to them to endeavour to get Mr Norrie to take a Lease of the same for five years on the like terms.

At Dundee the Thirtieth day of April Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed on the improvements on the Trades property held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at Eight o’clock PM

Mr Morris in the Chair

Mr Edwards was sent for who explained that he had considered the contemplated alterations and seen the Masons and Wrights regarding the same, but who could not say positively what the difference would be on their estimates; but the Masons thought a reduction of Three or Four pounds might be made on their offer and the Wrights thought that a rise of eight or Ten pounds night be made on their offer; The Committee appoint Convener Morris, Messers Spankie, Lawson, Davidson and Ferrier, a sub-Committee to arrange with the Tradesmen in carrying into effect the contemplated alterations on the approved plan vizt Two Doors in the centre of the Building to the West with one large Window on each side of the Door, together with a Door fronting Castle Street and Murraygate vide in the front two shops, with powers to settle with the Tradesmen, three to be a quorum.

At Dundee the Fourth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee appointed to negotiate a Renewal of the lease with the eastern Bank held within the Clerk’s office at two o’clock P.M.

Present Convener Morris in the Chair

The Committee having considered the Matter of Renewal of the Lease to the bank instruct the Clerk to write to Mr Sidey on behalf of the Bank that the Trades would grant a renewal of the Lease for Five years from Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and Fifty one at the Annual Rent of One hundred and fifty pounds sterling and that a fire place would be out in, in the North west Room as wished if at all practicable and to request an early answer as the alterations were about to be commenced. Which alterations might interfere with the Said Fire Place.

At Dundee the Thirteenth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed on the improvements on the Trades property held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past seven o’clock PM

Convener Morris in the Chair

The draft agreements with the Masons and Wrights werw read to the Meeting and approved of and the Clerk instructed to write Messers Kidd and son to call and approve of the Agreement to-morrow before Twelve o’clock noon.

At Dundee the Twenty eighth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the trades Property held within the Clerk’s office this evening at half past Seven o’clock

Convener Morris in the Chair.

The Agreements with the Wrights and Masons were laid before the meeting and Signed by all the Members of Committee present; A letter from Messers H & G laws St. Andrew’s Square Edinburgh requesting information as to the shops was laid before the meeting, and the Clerk instructed to answer it saying, that the Rent would be £80 but no definite agreement could be at present gone into as to the Lease &c. there was also a Letter from J & H Lawrie as to a Lease of the whole shops under certain alterations and conditions – which the Committee agree not to entertain and the Clerk was instructed to write to the said Gentlemen accordingly; The Clerk was also instructed to write the Masons and Wrights to meet the Committee on Thursday evening at Eight o’clock as to certain contemplated alterations on the plans.

At Dundee the fifth day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Quarterly Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within the Hall St Clements Lane at Seven o’clock evening

Convener Morris in the Chair.

The Convener reported that a Renewal of the Lease to the Eastern Bank for five years from Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and fifty one on the Terms mentioned in last minute had been agreed on and also that the shop wished by Mr Norrie had been let to him for one year.

The Convener laid before the Meeting a letter which he had received from Messers I. & H. Lawrie Drapers Reform Street making offer for a Lease of the whole premises under the Hall when altered for ten years from Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and fifty one with a Break in their favour at Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and fifty six, they having power of continuing the Lease for another Five years from Eighteen hundred and sixty one on giving notice to do so at Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and fifty six.

The yearly rent of the premises to be Two hundred and seventy pounds payable in equal proportions at the term of Martinmas and Whitsunday and should they continue the premises beyond the first five years the remaining Five to be at the rate of Two hundred and eighty pounds Sterling with certain conditions mentioned in Said Letter.

The Meeting unanimously agreed to entertain the offer and appointed the Convener, Messers Lawson, Spankie and the Clerk a Committee with full powers to arrange with the parties as to the lease and to report to another Meeting.

At Dundee the Seventh day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee appointed to negotiate the Lease with Messers Lawrie held this evening within the Clerk’s Office this evening at Seven o’clock PM

Convener Morris in the Chair

The junior partner of Messers Lawrie appeared at the Meeting along with a Friend and after talking over preliminaries and the arrangement of the alterations the Meeting adjourned till Monday evening, ten to meet with Messers Lawrie when the Senior partner would be come home.

At Dundee the Seventh day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee on the adjusting of the Lease with Messers Lawrie held this evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock 

Convener Morris in the Chair

Mr Edwards and Mr Lawrie appeared and having reconsidered the plan the Committee and the Messers Lawrie finally adjusted that Eight windows shall be shut up and other preliminaries being adjusted, the Lease was declared to be settled at the Rent mentioned in the Offer, a break in favour of each party at the end of Five years on Twelve months Notice being given and a Draft of the Lease to be got with all possible dispatch, for approval.

At Dundee the Twenty first day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty at a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office this evening at half past Seven o’clock PM

Mr Morris in the Chair

A Letter to the Convener by Messers Brown and Taylor complaining for want of room for carrying on their operations was read to the Meeting and Mr Edward being sent for and heard, and afterwards considering the Matter, the meeting at the suggestion of Mr Edward unanimously resolved to instruct the Masons to proceed with their operations in the proper manner but so as to occasion as little trouble to Mr Norrie as possible.

At Dundee the Twenty fourth day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office this evening at a quarter before Seven o’clock 

Mr Morris in the Chair

The Clerk explained that he had had a call from Mr Norrie, relative to the improvements, and that he considered encroachment. The Committee appointed Messers Spankie, Lawson & Davidson a sub Committee to meet with Mr Norrie and endeavour to come to a proper understanding & arrangement with him so as the improvements might be progressed with, with full powers to effect a settlement.

At Dundee the Twenty seventh day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office at three o’clock afternoon

Old Convener Spankie in the Chair

The Meeting considering that the Tradesmen are hampered in their operating in consequence of Messers Norrie and Tulloch being in possession of their shops, and that it would be of advantage to get immediate possession of Mr Tullochs shop remitted to the Convener and Messers Lawson and Davidson a Committee to treat with Mr Tulloch as to his immediate removal, and if necessary to provide him with another shop for a few months with full powers to arrange as to the same.

At Dundee the First day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office this evening at a quarter before Seven o’clock 

Mr Spankie in the Chair

The Clerk read to the Meeting the letter he had sent to Mr Norrie in reference to the Sop appropriated by him, and a letter from his Agent Mr Thomas Walker in answer thereto; The Meeting deferred to come to any definite conclusion in regard to these Letters, and appointed Mr Spankie along with Mr Edward to meet again with Mr Tulloch and endeavour to come to some arrangement with him, so as to get possession of his shop or as much accommodation from him as possible.

At Dundee the Third day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office this evening at One o’clock PM

Mr Spankie in the Chair

Mr Spankie reported that he had had a Meeting with Mr Tulloch who had consented to the following arrangement vizt. To remove from his present shop to that shop on the North side, and to allow a partition to be run from the Pillar pointed out to Mr Tulloch on the north side of the South Window, and one of the Windows in his present shop, and Door to be fitted into said Shop, the Door to front the High Street in order to allow the Tradesmen to progress with their Operations, and for said accommodation Mr Tulloch to be allowed at the rate of three Pounds per week until he gets back to his present shop, all as more particularly to be arranged on. Which Arrangement the Committee approved of and authorised Mr Spankie along with the Clerk to carry the same into effect.

At Dundee the Sixth day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office this evening at Two o’clock PM

Mr Morris in the Chair

The agreement entered into betwixt Mr Spankie on behalf of the Trades and Mr Tulloch was read to the Meeting and approved of.

The Petition of Interdict at the instance of Mr Norrie was appointed to be answered. The answers to be submitted to the sub committee Interdicted before being lodged.

At Dundee the Nineteenth day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the property improvements held within the Clerk’s Office this evening at half past Seven o’clock

Mr Morris in the Chair

The Committee considering the Inconvenience & Expense that Mr Norrie may put the Trades to in thwarting the operations and insisting in exact implement of the first agreement with him which alone would occasion a considerable expense – agree that a Committee be appointed to endeavour to come to an arrangement with Mr Norrie and Mr Tulloch to leave the premises altogether – and also to arrange with the Messers Lawrie to take possession of the premises at Martinmas or as soon as the same can be got ready, with full powers to effect a settlement with these parties and the Convener and Messers Lawson & Spankie were appointed a Committee accordingly.

At Dundee the Twentieth day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the sub Committee to confer with Mr Norrie met this day within Office St. Clement’s 

Mr Spankie in the Chair

Mr Norrie also attended the Meeting. After a prolonged conference between the sub Committee and Mr Norrie It was finally agreed and between the parties that each was to pay their own expenses and that Mr Norrie was to remove from the premises presently occupied by him within twelve days from this date and that Mr Norrie was to receive from the Nine Trades the sum of Fifty pounds Sterling and upon receiving this sum he agrees to give up all right that he has or pretends to have to the Property belonging to the Nine Incorporated Trades and Mr Rollo was instructed to make the offer to night.

At Dundee the Twentieth fourth day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee to arrange with Messers Norrie and Tulloch held within the Clerks Office at eleven o’clock forenoon

Present the Convener and Mr Spankie

The Boxmaster appeared and an order was now passed on the Bank for Fifty pounds and paid to Mr Norrie who delivered up the keys of the premises in terms of the agreement.

At Dundee the Sixth day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Trades improvements held evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock

Mr Morris in the Chair

Mr Edwards the architect being sent for and having appeared and explained the occasion of the Delay in the progress of the operations, which was owing mainly to the Masons not getting proper Stones from their Quarries. The Meeting unanimously enjoined on Mr Edwards the necessity of pushing on the operations with all possible Dispatch. It was agreed that the Skues of the Belfry undergo repair, and that the Architect make up a Note of the probable expense; also that the outside painting be estimated for, and offers taken from Messers William Young, David Pine, Robert Corrie and Dand Hynd, Painters; the specifications to be prepared by the Architect; Also that Estimates be taken in for the Rones and Plumber Work from Messers Sutherland and Murdoch, Mackay & Sons and James Gowan. The Specifications to be submitted to the committee for approval.

At Dundee the seventeenth day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Trades improvements held evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock

Convener Morris in the Chair

Mr Edwards Architect appeared and produced o the Meeting Draft Specifications of the Plumber, Wright and Painter Work for the buildings for which estimated are to be taken in terms of last Committee Meeting, which Drafts were approved of and Initialed by the Convener; And M Edwards instructed to get in offers by this day week and to include the Shortest time, as he thinks it possible to get the work efficiently done, in said Specifications.

At Dundee the Thirtieth day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Trades improvements held evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock

Mr Morris in the Chair

Mr Edward appeared and produced the following Estimates Vizt. 

For Plumbing and Slater Work D. Mackie and Company Thirty five pounds fifteen shillings; Sutherland and Murdoch Twenty five pounds; James Corran Thirty five pounds nineteen shillings.

For Painting and Gilding work, David Hynd Sixty eight Pounds; David Pirie Forty six pounds, on considering which the Meeting unanimously agreed to accept of Messers Sutherland and Murdochs offer; being the lowest for the Plumber Work, and Mr David Piries offer being the lowest for the Painter Work, and instructed Mr Edward to get the Work executed conform to the Specifications, with all possible dispatch. And the Clerk to intimate the acceptance of the offers to the parties.

At Dundee the Fourth day of October Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Trades improvements held evening within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock

Mr Morris in the Chair

The Draft Leases to the eastern Bank and the Messers Lawrie were read to the Meeting and approved of in the interim. To be again submitted to the Committee after revisal by the respective parties and before being Engrossed on proper Stamps. Only one offer being in for the scaffolding the Meeting adjourned till tomorrow at two o’clock in the afternoon to afford farther time for intending offerers.

At Dundee the Twelfth day of October Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the improvements committee held this day within the Clerk’s Office two o’clock afternoon

Mr Morris in the Chair

The Meeting agreed that the Wright should be called upon immediately to get on with the Wright work of the North west corner shop, with all possible dispatch, and that the Clerk intimate the same accordingly.

The Convener and Clerk were appointed to treat with the Eastern Bank for the money which would be requisite to meet the cost of the Alterations on the property, and to report.

The Clerk was farther instructed, to request that Mr Kidd give in a written statement of what the Scaffolding for the Slater and Wright work with the additional joiner work will amount to, and that during the course of Monday.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of October Eighteen hundred and fifty at a special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within the Hall St Clements Lane at half past Seven o’clock P.M.

Convener Morris in the Chair.

The Convener stated to the Meeting that he had been applied to by the Eastern Bank to have their office cleaned and painted out and requesting to have a definite answer whether the same was to be done or not. The Meeting unanimously agreed that all the circumstances considered the request should not be complied with and instructed the Clerk to intimate the same to the Bank in courteous terms,

The Convener stated to the Meeting that in order to provide funds for liquidating the expense of the repairs on the property an Application had been made to the Eastern Bank on the subject who agreed to give the amount required on a Promissory Note on behalf of the Nine Trades to be granted by the Convener and Boxmaster in their name and for which they shall be responsible.

The Interest to be Four per cent while interest remains at present and to rise in proportion with the general rate of interest. The Nine Trades to be at liberty to liquidate said Bill by instalments of not less than One hundred pounds at a time it being understood that the Money should be allowed to remain for at period of at least Five years and the Meeting considering the same unanimously agreed to accept of the Loan on the said terms and authorized and empowered the Convener and Boxmaster to grant the said Promissory Note accordingly for the amount required and for which the Nine Trades and General Fund Court shall be responsible.

And on reconsidering the Application of the Bank as to the painting of their office the Meeting remit to the Committee on the Property Improvements to paint such part of the Wood work as they shall consider expedient and for the benefit of the Property.

At Dundee the Twenty third day of October Eighteen hundred and fifty. At a Meeting of the improvements committee held this day within the Clerk’s Office this evening at half past Seven o’clock

Mr Morris in the Chair

Two applications to the Dean of Guild requesting the removal of the Railing in front of the Hall and the scaffolding on the Building, and likewise two letters from Mr Martin Writer, on behalf of Mr Tulloch in reference to said Railing and scaffolding, and threatening legal proceedings unless the same were removed, were read to, and laid before the meeting – and after due consideration of the same and the agreements entered into with Mr Tulloch as to the operation of his shop and the Buildings in general. The Meeting instruct the Clerk to answer said Letters by referring Mr Tulloch’s agent to the terms of the Agreements with his Client, and to intimate that every exertion would be used on behalf of the nine Trades to get the removal of the whole obstructions complained of with all practicable dispatch, as it is more for the Interest of the Nine Trades to get quit of these obstructions than that of any party interested therein.

At Dundee the seventh day of January eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a General quarterly Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at Three o’clock P.M.

Convener Morris in the Chair

…The Convener exhibited to the Meeting a Brass plate which had been found in making the Alterations on the Trades Hall bearing the date of the Building and the names of the Convener and the Deacons, which was appointed to be Copied in the Sederunt Book and is as follows:

On one side of the Plate
Was erected by the Managers of the General Fund

Of the

Nine Trades of Dundee for the use of their Incorporations

A.D.1776

Deacons

Wm. Bisset Convr.

Alexr. Thain

Thos. Blair

Mathw. Buist

Peter Hill

Andr. Langlands

Jn. Mathers

Robt. Elder

Alexr Watt

On the Reverse side of the Plate
Was laid by Geo. Patterson Esqr.

Master of St. David’s Lodge

Accompany’d by the Lodges &

Incorporated Trades

Which the Meeting agreed should be handed over to the Committee on the Property Improvements to be replaced in the Building with such additional Jacks and remarks to be recorded and deposited along with it as to them shall seem proper. 

At Dundee the Thirteenth day of January Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Meeting of the improvements committee held this day within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock evening

Mr Morris in the Chair

Mr Edward Architect being sent for, and having given explanations as to the delay of the operations on the Trades property, the Meeting considering the obstacles which would occur in the removal of Mr Tulloch again to his former Shop, and the expense which would be incurred in fitting it up, agreed to remit to the former Committee which was appointed to treat with Mr Tulloch as to his removal, - again to meet with him, and to enter into such agreement with him either to remain in the shop he presently possesses or to remove altogether, upon such terms as they consider best for the interest of the Trades, and the said committee was appointed accordingly with full powers; Mr Edward was instructed to give in a drawing of a Door piece and Shutters for the building upon a plan which was spoken of at the Meeting, and to say what plan he would recommend to be adopted in their Construction, and that within Three days, & the difference of cost betwixt them and the original plan, if any. 

The Meeting instructed the Clerk to prepare a Draft of a concise statement of the finding of the plate in the building noticed in the last Minute of the General Meeting of the Trades, the names of the present Committee and of the Convener, and Deacons of the respective Trades with a view to having the same engraved on a new plate to be deposited with the old one & a Copy to be engrossed on the Sederunt Book.

At Dundee the Seventeenth day of January Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Meeting of the improvements committee held this day within the Clerk’s Office at half past Seven o’clock evening

Mr Morris in the Chair

Mr Edward appeared and exhibited plans of the Door piece, and after inspection the Meeting approved of the one which is signed by the Convener of this Date: Mr Edward recommended that the Hinder Shutters be fitted up on the same principle and similar to those on Mr Price the Painters windows – which the Meeting approved of. The Draft of the Lease with Messers Laurie with the alterations proposed by them was taken up and considered, & the Clerk was instructed to Communicate to them the terms that the Committee proposed.

Copy of the Plate referred to in Minute of 13th January last

The Plate

Deposited herewith was found

AD 1851

When the ground storey of the Building underwent

Considerable Alterations and improvements under

The superintendence of the following committee

Appointed by the Trades Viz.

Wm. Morris

Bailie Spankie

Thos, Adamson

Andw. Benvie

Wm. Lawson

Geo. Butchart

David Davidson

William Ferrier

James Murray

Chas. Edward Architect

--------------------------------

Deacons

Wm. Morris Convener

John Watson 

John Stirling

Jas. Stewart

Jas. Feathers

Jas. Sturrock

Alexr. Watson

John Arklay

A. T. Fairweather

James Murray

Dand Rollo clerk

Peter Thomson Boxmaster

On the Reverse Side of the plate is engraved

Deposited 

By

The Convener

A.D. 1851

P. H. Thoms Provost.

At Dundee the Fourth day of February Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Meeting of the Committee appointed on Mr Tulloch’s matters held within the Clerks office at seven o’clock

Convener Morris in the Chair

Several Letters to the Clerk from Mr Tullochs Agent relative to his action in Court and a claim of Damages against the Trades, were read and considered, and the meeting agreed with a view of setting all differences amicably with Mr Tulloch to refer the whole matter in dispute betwixt him and the Trades to the decision of one or more competent Individuals to be fixed on, and whose award shall be final – and the Clerk was instructed to intimate the same to Mr Tulloch or his Agent without admitting the Trades liability to Mr Tulloch in any respect. And to request his determination thereanent, and farther stating, that in any proceedings which may be adopted after this offers the same shall be founded on.

At Dundee the Twenty seventh day of February Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Trades property Improvements held within the Clerk’s Office at Seven o’clock P.M. 

Mr Morris in the Chair

The Convener explained that he understood that Mr Tulloch had offered to the Messers Larrie to remove from the shop presently possessed by him, on payment of a sum of Twenty pounds, and to get immediate possession of the shop presently possessed by George O’Farrel which he has Rented from Whitsunday first. That the Messers Larrie had arranged with Mr O’Farrel and were willing to enter into the agreement with Mr Tulloch, provided they get possession of their premises as soon as possible, and Rent free up till Whitsunday first, together with Fifteen Pounds.

The Meeting considering the advantage which would be gained by getting immediate possession and the whole work finished before the Term so as to be able then to give possession to the Larries, Agree to pay the said sum. The Clerk was peremptorily instructed to get the Tack betwixt the Messers Larrie and the Trades duly engrossed and executed and that during the course of the week.

At Dundee the Seventh day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Meeting of the Committee appointed on Mr Tulloch’s matters held within the Clerks office this evening at six o’clock

Convener Morris in the Chair

The correspondence with Mr Tullochs Agent anent a reference of the matters in Dispute was considered by the Meeting, and also a Letter from Mr Martin on behalf of Mr Tulloch, requesting to know the Referee on behalf of the Trades.

The meeting In order to get an Individual whom they had in view to accept of the Office of Referee, resolved to have a conversation with him on the subject, and adjourned the Meeting till to-morrow at sic o’clock in order to ascertain whether he would accept or not. And to have an interview with him in the interim.

At Dundee the eighth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At an adjourned Meeting of the Committee appointed on Mr Tulloch’s matters held within the Clerks office at six o’clock

Convener Morris in the Chair

The Meeting reported that they had applied to Mr Alexander Smith, Draper High Street to act as referee on behalf of the Nine Trades on the question of Damages claimed by Mr Tulloch, and who had agreed to accept of the Office – and the Clerk was instructed to carry the reference into effect, and to intimate the appointment to Mr Tullochs Agent, and to request of him to suggest an overman to be appointed by mutual consent previous to the referees adjudicating in the matters to go before them.

At Dundee the fourteenth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at Three o’clock P.M.

Convener Morris in the Chair

… The Convener stated that according to the Bye Laws, it is necessary to get the sanction of the Nine Trades to borrow the requisite for liquidating the expenses incurred in making the alterations and improvements on the Hall, and expenses connected therewith, which the General Fund court had agreed to at their meeting held on the Fifteenth day of October last, which Minute was read to the Meeting and held as engrossed herein brentats (brevitatis) Causa; On considering which the Meeting approved of the said Minute, and hereby authorise and empower the Convener and Boxmaster to carry the same into effect, by granting the Promissory Note therein referred to, and the same to be binding of the Members of the Trades.

In Witness of the foregoing Minute written on this page by David Ewing apprentice to Dand Rollo, Writer in Dundee is subscribed by William Morris, convene of said Nine Trades of Dundee and at a Meeting of said Trades the seventh day of July Eighteen hundred and fifty one before these Witnesses the said David Rollo and Alexander Robbie his apprentice, the testing Clause hereof being written by the said Alexander Robbie. 

At Dundee the fourth day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty one at a Quarterly Stated  Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within the Hall St Clements Lane this evening at Seven o’clock 

Convener Morris in the Chair.

…a Report by the Committee appointed for negotiating the Leases with the Eastern Bank and the Messers Norrie was laid before the Meeting and approved of.

At Dundee the eleventh day of August Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At an adjourned Meeting of the Committee appointed on Mr Tulloch’s matters held within the Clerks office at seven o’clock

Convener Morris in the Chair

Mr Tulloch’s Letters in reference to his claim against the Trades and the claim itself were laid before the meeting, and considered in connection with Mr Tulloch’s Lease and Agreement. The Meeting resolved to settle the claim, but before doing so instruct the Clerk to call on Mr Tulloch to furnish the particulars incurred at his removal and other items, for which a charge of Two pounds twelve shillings is made.

At Dundee the Third day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty one at a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within the Hall St Clements Lane this evening at Seven o’clock 

Convener Morris in the Chair.

The Convener stated that the accounts connected with the alterations and improvements of the Trades Property had been called in and he expected shortly to be able to lay the whole before the Court when a Special Meeting would be called and the whole laid before them.

At Dundee the third day of October Eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Trades property Improvements held within the Clerk’s Office at Seven o’clock P.M. 

Mr Morris in the Chair

A Draft Report on the whole alterations and improvements on the Trades Property and expenditure connected therewith was submitted to the Meeting and approved of and the Convener appointed to sign it in name and on behalf of the Committee.

At Dundee the sixth day of October eighteen hundred and fifty one. At a Quarterly Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day (being the first Monday of October) within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at Three o’clock afternoon

Convener Morris in the Chair

… A Report of the Committee on the Trades property Improvements with a state of the expenditure was read to and laid before the Meeting and unanimously approved of and a vote of thanks carried to the Committee for the time and attention they had bestowed in the Business.

At Dundee the Sixteenth day of February Eighteen hundred and fifty three at a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades held within the Hall St Clements Lane this evening at Seven o’clock 

Convener Gibson in the Chair.

The Convener stated that that the Messers Lawrie had applied to him for permission to open a Door at their own expense on the North side of the Hall rented by them, the meeting unanimously agreed to grant them permission to do so at the sight and to the satisfaction of Charles Edwards Architect and upon the condition that at the expiry of their lease they shall if required restore the building to its present position at their own expense and Mr Lawrie being sent for he agreed to the same and signs this Minute in token thereof.

At Dundee the First day of June eighteen hundred and fifty three. At a quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held in the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Gibson in the Chair

The Clerk reported that he had received payment of the Messers Lawrie's Rent and likewise that of the Bank. A Letter from Messers Lawrie to the Convener was laid before the Meeting wishing an alteration in the Cellar windows in order to obtain more light and likewise the Expense of the stair put down to the Cellars by them, and after consideration the same was remitted to the Convener, Messers Pullar, Davidson and Young as a Committee to inspect the premises and to report to another Meeting.

At Dundee the Twentieth day of September eighteen hundred and fifty three. At an adjourned Special Meeting (the previous one not having had a quorum) of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held in the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Gibson in the Chair

The Convener stated that the Committee appointed at last Meeting to inspect the property and Report as to the lights, wished by the Messers Lawrie had done so and they recommend that the alterations whished be gone into and it was afterwards moved seconded and unanimously agreed to that the alterations so as to afford more light be completed at the sight and to the satisfaction of the Committee appointed at last Meeting and the same was remitted to them with powers.

At Dundee the Third day of July eighteen hundred and fifty four. At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Butchart in the Chair

The Clerk reported that he had learnt that the Plate Glass Insurance Association did not consider the windows of the Messers Lawrie insured until they had received an acceptance of their conditions as embodied in the letter of their Agent, which he stated did not require an answer, but in order to prevent Mistakes the Meeting instruct the Clerk to write to the Clerk of the Association accepting their terms from the date hereof.

At Dundee the Twentieth day of September eighteen hundred and fifty four. At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Butchart in the Chair

At Dundee the second day of October eighteen hundred and fifty four, being the first Monday of the month. At a General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at Three o’clock afternoon

Convener Butchart in the Chair

The Clerk stated that the Insurance on the plate Glass windows had been completed and the premium paid.

At Dundee the Twenty ninth day of November Eighteen hundred and fifty four. At a Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee day held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Butchart in the Chair

The Letter from the Eastern Bank regarding the rise of rate of interest on the sum borrowed from them and also an account incurred by the Bank to Barrie and Smith Masons and which were remitted by the last General Meeting to the General Fund Court was read to the meeting and the account ordered to be paid, and the Clerk was instructed to write to the Bank proposing to pay them 4½ per cent as at Whitsunday, and the like rate at Martinmas, and to get their answer, but if they declined these terms to endeavour to get the money elsewhere at the rate of interest before stated and on the same security held by the Bank.

At Dundee the sixth day of December Eighteen hundred and fifty four. At a Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Butchart in the Chair

The Clerk stated that he had written Mr Sidey Manager of the Eastern Bank in terms of last Minute and had received from him a letter in answer, which he read to the Meeting; and stated that he expected to give an answer as to a new loan in the course of a day or two.

At Dundee the fourth day of January Eighteen hundred and fifty five. At a special Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Butchart in the Chair

The Clerk stated that he could negotiate a loan for Fourteen hundred pounds or any lesser sum that might be required to liquidate the debt due to the Eastern Bank by Bill on the following terms vizt. To be certain for five years at Interest not exceeding four and half per cent and to suffer a reduction with the usual rate of interest but not to fall below four per cent and to have liberty to liquidate the same by payments of not less than One hundred pounds at a time; and the Meeting considering the proposal unanimously agreed to recommend to the Trades to accept of the offer.

The Meeting also recommend that One hundred pounds be paid towards the Debt due to the Bank out of the sum at the credit of the Bank account leaving Thirteen hundred pounds to be borrowed as above stated.

At Dundee the twelfth day of March eighteen hundred and fifty five. At a special General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee called by circular and Notice in the Dundee Advertiser held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at Seven o’clock 

Convener Butchart in the Chair

The Clerk reported that the sum presently insured on the Trades Hall is £3000. The Convener stated that the Messers Lawrie had called on him wishing to have the Ceiling of their Shop repapered – that he had inspected the same and such appeared necessary.

The Meeting agreed to be at the expence of a Cheap paper for the Ceiling. 

At Dundee the fifth day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty six. At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Petrie in the Chair

The Clerk brought under the notice of the Meeting the Lease betwixt the Trades and the Eastern Bank which expires at Whitsunday first but under Condition of Eighteen months notice being given by the one party to the other of their intention to terminate the Lease at that term and the meeting in consideration of that condition and seeing that no notice had been given by the Bank agreed to allow the matter to remain as at present.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of May eighteen hundred and fifty six. At the Annual Special General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this day at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Petrie in the Chair

…It was reported to the Meeting that one of the Panes on the South side of the Hall had been cracked and intimated to the Plate Glass Insurance Association. It was also stated that there were suspicions that the Pane had been cracked from pressure and the Meeting appointed the Convener and Mr William Ferrier a Committee to get the whole Windows in the Hall inspected and relieved from pressure, if any, and also to negotiate with the Insurance Association as to the broken Pane and with Power to get it replaced or continued as they shall think proper.

At Dundee the fourth day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty six. At a quarterly Stated Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

The Meeting considering the broken pane in the Messers Lawrie’s shop was to be replaced resolved that it would be advisable to have it replaced in halves provided Mr Lawrie approved thereof and Mr Lawrie being sent for appeared at the Meeting and stated that he had no objections to the pane being replaced in halves and the farther consideration thereof was deferred until the decision of the Glass Insurance Association is ascertained.

At Dundee the third day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty six. At a quarterly Stated Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

The Clerk stated to the meeting that he had written the Secretary of the Plate Glass Insurance Association for their Ultimatum regarding the replacing of the broken pane in the Messers Lawrie’s window as the Crack was getting larger.

That the Secretary had waited on him and explained that the matter had been remitted to Mr McLaren Architect who had reported that the Crack had been occasioned by pressure and that he was immediately to call a meeting of the Committee to have the matter finally settled by Arbitration or otherwise.

The meeting instructed the Clerk to write the Association for an immediate Settlement of the matter.

At Dundee the fourth day of June Eighteen hundred and fifty six. At a quarterly Stated Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

The Meeting considering the broken pane in the Messers Lawrie’s shop was to be replaced resolved that it would be advisable to have it replaced in halves provided Mr Lawrie approved thereof and Mr Lawrie being sent for appeared at the Meeting and stated that he had no objections to the pane being replaced in halves and the farther consideration thereof was deferred until the decision of the Glass Insurance Association is ascertained.

At Dundee the seventeenth day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty six. At an adjourned Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

The Clerk reported that in terms of last Minutes he had written the Plate Glass Association for an immediate Settlement of the Trades claim and he had received an answer from the secretary, which he read to the meeting and is as follows: 

“David Rollo Esq Writer 

Dundee 13 September 1856

Dear Sir

The Committee of the Dundee Mutual Plate Glass Association have had under their consideration the Claim made by you on behalf of the Nine Incorporated Trades for the breakage of the Glass in the premises occupied by Messers Lawrie.

After considering the special conditions under which the Glass was entered and the Report submitted to them by an Architect, and the opinion as to the Cause of the breakage, they were unanimously of opinion, that no claim lay against the Association and they have refused the claim - the cause of the breakage being within the exceptions specified.

In terms of the Rules of the Association however in the event of any dispute as to the Glass the parties are bound to submit the matter to Mr A. H. Thoms whom failing Mr W. Thoms and to Committee without admitting any liability would suggest, that if the Claim is further to be persisted in – the matter should at once be referred to the Referee.

I am 

Dear Sir

Yours truly

(Signed) William Hay, Secy.”

It was unanimously agreed to accept of the reference provided for in the rules and regulations of the association and the clerk was instructed to write the Secretary accordingly and to request that the matter be immediately settled and that the Trades desire to be heard and to produce evidence before the Referee.

The meeting farther agreed to have the Pane and building inspected by Me Edward Architect with a view to his giving evidence before the Referee.

At Dundee the ninth day of Januiary Eighteen hundred and fifty seven

 At a Special Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

…The Meeting authorize the Boxmaster to pay the following accounts in connection with the repairs and alterations on the Messers Lawrie’s Shop, Water Closet, Windows etc Vizt: eighteen shillings and two pence to Thomas Smith, One pound twelve shillings and five pence halfpenny to David Kyd and Son… 

At Dundee the Twenty third day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty six. At a Special Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

Mr Rollo stated hat the Reference agreed to in last Minute had been gone into and parties heard before the Referee this morning when the Association adduced Messers Andrew Scott, James Simpson and James McLaren who were of opinion that the cause of the breakage had been pressure while the Trades had the opinion of Messers David Kyd, Charles Edwards and Thomas Smith that it was not occasioned by pressure or sinking of the building and the Referee without examining the parties suggested a compromise by halving the matter which the Secretary to the Association agree on their part and the meeting had been called tonight for the purpose of determining the matter.

After considering all circumstances and the agreement on the part of the Association to compromise, the meting unanimously agreed to accept thereof on the understanding that the Pane is to be replaced in halves of equal size the value of the present Glass to be deducted from the expense and the balance paid equally by the Association and the Trades and put in without delay. And instructed the Clerk to agree to the compromise on the terms before expressed the association to get the Pane replaced without delay at the sight and to the satisfaction of the Committee.

At Dundee the sixth day of April eighteen hundred and fifty seven. At the Quarterly Stated Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this day at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Hume in the Chair

A Letter from Mr William Lawrie was read to the Meeting soliciting that the rent of the premises possessed by him in the Hall be continued as formerly till farther notice and instructed the Clerk to intimate the same accordingly.

In reference to the Cellar Window complained of the meeting remit to Convener Hume and Mr William Ferrier to inspect the same and get it remedied on such terms as they consider best. The Meeting resolved to insure the Plate Glass in the Messers Lawries Shop with the Times Assurance Company and remit the same to the Clerk to get the same effected – the Messers Lawrie paying one half of the expence of Insurance as formerly.

At Dundee the second day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty seven

At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at Seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

The Meeting considering the request of the Eastern Bank for certain repairs on their office by papering &c. and that the Roof is Leaky in certain parts and the Gutters requiring to be cleaned. And also the requisition from Mr Fulton the Towns Inspector as to having the property drained while the public drains are being made round the property remit these several matters to the following committee with powers to get he same carried out as far as necessary vizt. The Convener and Messers J. T. Kay and William Ferrier. 

At Dundee the Twenty fifth day of September Eighteen hundred and fifty seven

At a Stated Annual Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at Seven o’clock

In the absence of the Convener and ex-Convener Deacon Reid was appointed Chairman

Mr Langlands in terms of notice of motion at last meeting now moved “That the sums allocated to the respective Trades in place of Room Rents be revised and altered to the effect of each Trade receiving an equal sum with the others in place of Room Rents and that, that sum be Five pounds to each Trade” which motion was seconded by Mr William Brown. Mr John Stevenson moved as an amendment “That the rents remain as at present” which amendment was seconded by Mr Charles Cooper, and the motion and amendment being put to the Meeting the motion was Carried by Eleven to Four and the meeting resolved accordingly.

The Meeting authorised the Boxmaster to pay the Room Rent belonging to the Bakers but attached by arrestment now prescribed the same to be paid with the Current rent.

At Dundee the thirteenth day of October Eighteen hundred and fifty seven

At a Special Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at Seven o’clock

Convener Kay in the Chair

The Convener stated that he had been applied to by Mr Sidey, Manager of the Eastern Bank to have the outer office of the Bank painted or papered, and as to renewing the Lease for another Five years from Martinmas, at the same rent and on the same conditions as formerly. It was unanimously resolved to grant a new Lease from Martinmas on the same conditions as formerly. It was also resolved to contribute a sum of Ten pounds towards papering or painting the Bank including the sum already expended in papering the side rooms, and the Clerk was instructed t adjust the Lease with the Agents for the Bank, and when approved of by the Convener to get the same executed. The Convener reported that the drains from the Bank were satisfactorily progressing under the inspection of the Committee to whom the same was remitted. Mr Langlands gave notice that he would at next meeting move that the sums allocated to the respective trades in place of room rents be revised and altered to the effect of each trade receiving and equal sum with the others in place of room rents.

At Dundee the Second day of December Eighteen hundred and fifty seven

At a Meeting of the members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at Seven o’clock

Convener Kay in the Chair

...The Meeting resolved to divide Two pounds per share along with the Room Rents and appoint the Convener and Boxmaster to pass a Draft on the Bank account for the requisite funds to pay the same, the shares falling to the respective Trades to be paid to e Deacons or Boxmasters any time after twelve o’clock tomorrow.

At Dundee the fourth day of January eighteen hundred and fifty eight. At the Quarterly Stated Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this day at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Kay in the Chair

Mr William Ferrier gave notice that at next meeting he would move “That in future the sums allowed for Room Rents to those Trades who have hitherto received less than Five pounds be increased to the sum of Five pounds annually”

At Dundee the Twenty sixth day of February eighteen hundred and fifty eight. At a Special General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at seven o’clock 

Convener Kay in the Chair

…The Meeting then proceeded to consider the motion of which notice was given at last General meeting to the effect “That in future the sums allowed for Room Rents to those Trades who have hitherto received less than Five pounds be increased to the sum of Five pounds annually” and which motion Mr Ferrier made in terms of said notice which was seconded by Mr Thomas Cuthbert. Mr David Hume moved as an amendment “That the Room Rents remain as at present” which was seconded by Mr George Butchart, and the motion and amendment being put to the Meeting there voted for the motion Twenty and for the amendment Fifteen and the motion was carried accordingly.

Deacon Robert Reid protested in name of the Baker Trades and his own against the Motion and took instruments in the hands of the Clerks hands for reasons to be given in and Mr Ferrier craved leave to answer the same when lodged.

At Dundee the seventeenth day of March Eighteen hundred and fifty eight

At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at Seven o’clock

Convener Hume in the Chair

An account due to Messers David Kidd and Sons for repairs and alterations to the Hall amounting to £16.2/9d was considered and remitted to the Committee formerly appointed to examine into and report on the same.

At Dundee the fifth day of April Eighteen hundred and fifty eight. At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this day at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Kay in the Chair

The Minutes of last Meeting were read and signed. The Minutes of the general Fund Court since last Meeting were also read and approved of. Deacon Reid in his own name and in name of the Baker Trade dissenting from the Minutes of last General Meeting. Deacon Reid gave notice that at next meeting he would move “That the Room Rents remain as formerly and that no rise be made thereon as agreed at the General Meeting held on the Twenty sixth day of February last.”

Mr William Brown gave notice that at next Meeting he would move “That no sum be paid to the respective Trades in name of Room Rent but the whole form part of the General Fund”. 

At Dundee the Twelfth day of May Eighteen hundred and fifty eight. At a General Stated Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this day at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Kay in the Chair

Deacon Reid and Mr William Brown withdrew the notices of Motion contained in last Minute.

A Dundee the Sixth day of March Eighteen hundred and Sixty

At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at

Seven o’clock

Convener Chalmers in the Chair

A Letter to the Convener on behalf of the Eastern Bank complaining of the risk of fire they were subjected to in consequence of the Messers Lawrie’s want of attention to the cleaning of their vents and stores and proper arrangements as to their gas was read to the Meeting and duly Considered, and the Clerk instructed to send a Copy thereof to the Messers Lawrie with a request that they will give prompt and immediate attention thereto otherwise they may render themselves liable in heavy damages after such notice.

A Letter from Messers Lawrie to the Convener dated first instant requesting that the two Pillars at the entrance door to their shop might be removed and the doorway enclosed with glass with an iron shutter similar to what has been recently put up by Messers Moon Langland & Co at their shop in the Nethergate be carried thro by the Trades as an improvement to them in carrying on their business and also to the appearance of the shop with an accompanying sketch referred to, which letter was read to the Meeting and after due consideration the Meeting resolved that the requirements of the Messers Lawrie are not sufficiently explicit and appoint the following Members as Committee to meet with the Messers Lawrie to hear their views and the probable expense of the alterations they wish, and report to another Meeting viz: Messers J. L. Kay, G. H. Nicoll, Peter Rattray and Convener Chalmers, Mr Chalmers Convener and three a quorum.

An account due to David Kidd & Son of seventeen Shillings and Seven pence and one to David Pirie Painter for alterations on the Water Closet &c in Messers Lawrie's shop were approved of and the Boxmaster instructed to pay the same

At Dundee the Seventh day of March Eighteen hundred and Sixty

At a quarterly stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clements Lane this evening at

Seven o’clock

Convener Chalmers in the Chair

A Letter from Mr Lawrie to the Convener dated first instant requesting that the two pillars at the entrance door to their shop might be removed and the doorway enclosed with glass with an iron shutter similar to what has been recently put up by Messers Moon Langlands & Co. at their shop in the Nethergate be carried thro by the Trades as an improvement to them in carrying on their business and also to the appearance of the shop with an accompanying sketch referred to, which letter was read to the Meeting, and after due consideration the meeting resolved that the requirements of the Messers Lawrie are not sufficiently explicit and appoint the following members a Committee to meet with the Messers Lawrie to hear their views and the probable expence of the alterations they wish and report to another meeting Viz: Messers I. J. Kay G. N. Nicoll, Peter Rattray and Convener Chalmers. Mr Chalmers Convener and three a quorum.

An account due to David Kidd & Son of Seventeen shillings and seven pence and one to David Pirie Painter for alterations on the water closet &c in Messers Lawrie’s shop were approved of and the box master instructed to pay the same.

At Dundee the thirtieth day of March Eighteen hundred and Sixty

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clements Lane this evening at

Seven o’clock

Convener Chalmers in the Chair

The Convener reported that the Committee appointed at last Meeting to inspect and report on the proposed alterations wished by Messers Lawrie had met and heard the Messers Lawrie and Mr Edward Architect as to the improvements and the safety of carrying the same into execution, and that Mr Edward thought there was no danger in carrying the alterations into effect and that two estimates had been got for the alterations the one Twenty Four Pounds and the other Ninety four Pounds. Mr Feathers moved, seconded by Mr David Lawson that the Pillars be removed at the expense of the Trades and the alterations carried out at the expense of the Messers Lawrie provided that the safety of the building is not to be injured thereby and the premises restored to the same state as at present at the end of the lease if required. Mr J. Chalmers moved as an amendment seconded by Mr Rattray that the Messers Lawrie be allowed to carry out the improvements according to a plan to be submitted and approved of they receiving a deduction from their first rent of Thirty five Pounds, and that they be bound to restore the building to the same state as at present at the end of the Lease if required, they being entitled in that event to the materials of the alterations and the motion and amendment being put to the Meeting Three voted for the Motion and Five for the Amendment.

The meeting resolved to refer the whole matter to a general meeting of the Members to be held on Monday and the Clerk to give notice that the matter is to be brought forward at such meeting.

At Dundee the 2nd of April 1860. At a Quarterly Stated General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this day at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Chalmers in the Chair

The subject of the alterations on the Messers Lawrie shop was taken up and considered. Mr Feathers moved, seconded by Mr D. Larson That the Messers Lawrie be allowed to carry out their alterations according to the Plans and Specifications to be approved of by the General Fund Court and at the sight of Mr Scott Thoms, Architect so far as the safety of the building in concerned provided they do so at their own expense and risk and restore the building to the same state as at present at the end of the Lease if required. Deacon Rattray moved as an amendment, seconded by George Butchart That the Messers Lawrie be allowed Thirty Five Pounds of their first Rent in carrying out their alterations on Plans and Specifications to be approved of and carried out in terms of the Motion, and the motion and amendment being put to the Meeting Eighteen voted for the Motion and Six for the Amendment and the Motion was declared to be carried accordingly and the Clerk instructed to send an excerpt of the Minute to Messers Lawrie. 

A Dundee the fifth day of March Eighteen hundred and Sixty two

At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane this evening at

Seven o’clock

Convener Cooper in the Chair

A Letter from Messers Lawrie complaining of the broken state of the flooring of their shop and requesting that the same be repaired was read to the Meeting and the matter remitted to the Convener and Clerk to get the same repaired at a Cost not exceeding Five pounds.

A Letter from Mr Sidey Manager of the Eastern Bank of Scotland to the Convener of date Twenty Sixth February last was read to the meeting desirous to know if the Trades would be interested to Sell the Entire Property of the Hall and requesting to hear thereanent. On consideration the meeting decline passing and opinion and remit the matter Simpliciter for consideration of the whole members at their first general Meeting and appoint intimation of this to be sent to Mr Sidey.

At Dundee the twenty seventh day of March Eighteen hundred and sixty two. At a Special General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee called by Advertisement and Circulars in the usual form and held this day within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at twelve o’clock noon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Members thereafter formed themselves into a Committee and the Minutes of the Meeting of the General Fund Court held of the fifth current were read to the Meeting and also the Letter by Mr Sidey of the Eastern Bank therein referred to. On consideration of which the Meeting instructed the Clerk to write Mr Sidey intimating that if the Bank Directors incline to purchase the Trades Hall the Trades are quite open to entertain any offer they may make for the same.

At Dundee the fourteenth day of May Eighteen hundred and sixty two. At a Stated General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Convener retorted that he had received a Circular from Mr Fulton, Town surveyor calling immediate attention to the cornices of the Trades Hall as a large stone had fallen from the North side of the Building on the Seventh inst. and requesting inspection to be made within one day from the date of his notice, and after advising with the Clerk Mr Edwards, Architect who Superintended the alterations on the building when they were made was instructed to examine the cornices and he had reported he had done so and recommended that Splinters be struck off and fresh cement applied where necessary and that he thought a few days of a Mason would accomplish the Matter at a small expense and the same was ordered to be done at the sight of Mr Edwards.

At a Quarterly Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this fourth day of March eighteen hundred and Sixty three within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock evening 

Convener Cooper in the Chair

…The Meeting considering that the Lease of the Eastern Bank expired at Martinmas last consider it necessary to ascertain the mind of the Clydesdale Bank as to a new Lease or what they propose in regard to their occupancy & the meeting appoint Convener Cooper and the Boxmaster to wait on Mr Sidey and hear his views on the matter and with power to conclude and Agreement on the part of the Trades either for the premises occupied by the Bank or for the whole promises at the expiry of Messers Laurie’s Lease subject to the approval of the Trades. The Meeting recommend that the Trades join the general procession on the tenth Current and remit to the Deacons of the respective Trades to ascertain the minds of their members and report to the Convener on or before Saturday first.

At Dundee the twenty sixth day of March eighteen hundred and Sixty three

At a special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock 

Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Convener Reported that he and the Box Master had had several interviews with Mr Sidey of the Clydesdale bank and arranged for the renewal of the lease for five years from Whitsunday next at the annual Rent of One Hundred and fifty pounds, they making any repairs necessary at their own expense, subject to the approval of the Trades.

Eh Meeting approve of the arrangements and recommend its adoption by the Trades and that the Convener and Box Master be authorised to enter into the lease on behalf of the Trades.

At Dundee the twenty seventh day of March Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at twelve o’clock noon called by Advertisement in the Dundee advertiser Newspaper & by circular in the usual way

Convener Cooper in the Chair

…The Minutes of the Meeting of the General Fund Court held on the fourth and twenty sixth inst. were also read and approved of and the Meeting resolved in terms of the recommendation contained in the latter Minute and authorise and empower the Clerk and Boxmaster to enter into the Lease with the Clydesdale Bank in name & on behalf of the Trades General Fund Court. 

At Dundee the twelfth day of May Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Stated General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this day within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at three o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

…The Draft Lease betwixt the Clydesdale Bank and the Trades as revised by the Agent for the Bank was laid before the Meeting and approved of. In consequence of a request by the Clydesdale Bank for certain repairs to the exterior of the building of the Hall and Several members having stated that they considered the Property should get a general overhaul it was remitted to the Convener and Messers T. L. Keay, Peter Rattray and David Hume as a Committee to inspect the Property and Report to the General Fund Court as to the necessity of Repairs and the extent they would recommend and also to procure estimates if necessary. Convener Cooper to be Convener and three a quorum… 

At Dundee the twenty seventh day of May Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Meeting of the Committee appointed to report as to the Repairs on the Hall &c. held this day within the office of the Convener at half past two o’clock

J. L Kay in the Chair

The Committee inspected the exterior of the building of the Hall and find the greater part of the Windows of the Bank the Bell and basement of the Pillars &c. stand much in need of repair by being done up with Roman Cement &c. and the Woodwork is much in need of Painting. The Meeting appoint Mr Kay to go over the repairs Suggested with Mr Edward the Architect and after fixing with him what is considered necessary for the presentation and benefit of the property to get him to make pout a Report and Estimate of the probable Expense to be laid before the General Fund Court.

At Dundee the seventeenth day of June Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Repairs on the Trades property held this day within the Conveners Office at one o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

Mr Edwards, Architect appeared at the meeting and the Clerk read to the Meeting a letter from Mr Edwards he had received that day Setting forth the Repairs he considered necessary for the preservation of the Trades Property and the probable expense of executing these together with a Schedule of measurements in reference thereto. And the Committee having heard Mr Edwards in explanation resolved to refer the letter and schedule referred to Simplicitor to the General Fund Court and that the committee and Mr Edwards be requested to attend the Meeting to give Such explanations as may be necessary.

At Dundee the twenty fourth day of June eighteen hundred and Sixty three

At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock 

Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Meeting of the Committee on Repairs on the Trades Property held on the twenty Seventh day of May and the Meeting of the same Committee held on the Seventeenth inst. and the last Minute of the General Fund Court held on the third inst. were all read and approved of.

Messers Edwards, Hume & Kay appeared at the Meeting & Mr Edwards Letter and schedule of measurements referred to in Minute of this Committee held on the seventeenth Inst. were read to the Meeting.

The Convener explained that Mr Scott of the Clydesdale Bank having been appraised of the Repairs recommended by Mr Edwards stated to him that if the General Fund Court recommend these repairs to be carried out he, on the part of the Branck Bank, would recommend to the Bank in Glasgow to put in Plate Glass Windows at their own expense to become the Property of the Trades.

The Meeting unanimously resolved to recommend the repairs to be made provided the Bank agreed to do what Mr Scott has agreed to recommend & instruct the Clerk to intimate the same to Mr Scott.

At Dundee the sixth day of July Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Quarterly Meeting of the Members of the Trades held this day within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at three o’clock afternoon Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Minutes of Meeting held on twelfth of May. The various Minutes of the Committee on Repairs on the Trades Property and also the minute of the General Fund Court held on twenty fourth June last were read and approved of. A Letter from the Clydesdale Bank to the Clerk of this date agreeing to put in Plate Glass Windows in the Trades Property was read to the Meting a Copy of which follows:

“ I duly received your favor of twenty sixth Ulto. Communicating the Resolution of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades regarding the proposed repairs recommended by Mr Edwards the Architect upon the Trades House Building.

The Matter has been brought before the Directors in Glasgow and I am Authorised to state, that, provided the Trades execute the repairs proposed by Mr Edwards, as specified in his estimate, of which we have received a Copy, we agree to out in Plate glass in the windows of the apartments occupied by the Bank to remain the property of the Trades at the end of the Lease.

We also agree that the expense will be borne in the first instance by the Bank, but if we leave at the termination of our present Lease, one half of the expense to fall upon the Trades, and be deducted from the last half years rent. If we are tenants for a longer period we will then bear the whole expense.

We of course understand that it will be left to ourselves to decide upon the style and cost of the plate glass windows, I will be glad to have the result of your meeting today. 

I am &ca

(Signed) Alex. Scott, Agent.

The Meeting unanimously agreed to the terms proposed by the Bank and remit to the said Committee to carry out the Repairs as proposed by Mr Edwards, and also to get the Rooms in the Hall cleared of any Property belonging to the Trades as said Committee may think proper.

At Dundee the ninth day of July Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Repairs on the Trades property held this day within the clerks Office at one o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Meeting resolved that the repairs on the Property as far as practicable should be contracted for and direct the Clerk to instruct Mr Edwards to prepare Specifications and take in offers with all dispatch. 

The Meeting having heard Mr Scott of the Bank as to the expense of the Plate Glass Windows were of opinion that the expense should not exceed £120 and recommend the Bank to contract for them in Dundee provided the Contractor they had applied to would not agree to that amount.

At Dundee the twelfth day of August Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Repairs on the Trades property held this day within the clerks Office at one o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

Mr Edwards appeared at the Meeting and exhibited the specifications and stated from the nature of the Repairs to was difficult the get parties to contract.

The Meeting instruct Mr Edwards to request Parties to lodge their offers for the repairs if they mean to offer therefor by Saturday first ay twelve o’clock noon and adjourn the Meeting till that day to meet at half past twelve o’clock to decide on the offers.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of July Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At an Adjourned Meeting of the Committee on the Repairs on the Trades property held this day within the clerks Office at one o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

Two sealed offers were exhibited to the Meeting and opened by the Chairman, the one being from Mr Robert Sheach and the other from Messers Sturrock and Sheriff and there being no other offers lodged with the Architects the Meeting instructed Mr Edwards to accept the offer of Messers Sturrock & Sheriff, being the lowest offer of the two for the Mason and Cement work on terms of the Specifications, their offer being £170 and the Clerk was instructed to prepare a Short Minute of agreement betwixt the Trades and these Contractors and to stipulate that the work be finished within a month.

At Dundee the twenty eight day of September Eighteen hundred and sixty three. At a Meeting of the Committee on the Repairs on the Trades property held this day within the clerks Office at one o’clock afternoon

Convener Cooper in the Chair

The Clerk laid before the Meeting three tenders for the Painting of the Trades Property according to the Specifications prepared by Mr Edwards and being opened were found to be from James Hynd, David Pirie and Alexander Fairweather. The Meeting accepted the offer of Mr Fairweather being Thirty eight Pounds and leave to with Mr Edwards to say when the work shall be finished and instruct the clerk to prepare a Minute of agreement with Mr Fairweather to finish the Work in terms of the Specifications.

At Dundee the twentieth day of November Eighteen hundred and Sixty three

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

It having been stated that it was believed The Clydesdale Bank might entertain an offer to purchase the Hall. The Meeting without recording any opinion remit to the Convener and Clerk to obtain information on the subject and report to another Meeting.

At Dundee the thirtieth day of December eighteen hundred and Sixty three

At a Special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk laid before the Meeting a Report prepared by him in terms of Remit contained on last minute bringing into view the rents received and the expenditure on the Trades property for Ten and a half years preceding Martinmas last which was read and considered and thereafter the Report of the Convener of the Meeting which he and the Boxmaster had had with the Managers of the Clydesdale Bank regarding the purchasing of the Trades Hall Property.

The Meeting unanimously remit to the Convener and Boxmaster to state to the Bank that provided they make an offer of a ground annual of Three hundred and seventy five pounds for the Property the General Fund Court will recommend that sum to be accepted by the Trades. Mr Langlands dissenting in so far as he thinks the sum to be asked should be Four Hundred Pounds.

At Dundee the third day of February eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Convener reported that in terms of last Minute held on the thirtieth December he and the Boxmaster had an interview with the Managers of the Clydesdale Bank on the thirty first of said month, and communicated that of the Bank made an offer of a ground annual of Three hundred and seventy five pounds for the Trades Hall Property, the General Fund Court would recommend its acceptance to the Trades; which statement the Managers wished put in writing so as they might report it to head quarters and an Excerpt from the above minute was sent to them.

That on Saturday last he was instructed by the Bank to communicate with Messers Shiell & Small on the subject, that he and the Clerk waited that day on Mr Shiell when they were informed the Bank thought the price should nor exceed Three hundred and fifty pounds, but they were prepared to give Three hundred and Seventy five pounds, with power to redeem the ground annual at the end of 10 years, on paying a price equal to twenty two years purchase, which offer he undertook to submit to the consideration of the General Fund Court, and to send an early answer.

After discussion, it was resolved to call a general special meeting of the trades in committee to be held in the Union or Thistle Halls on Thursday the eleventh current at eight o’clock evening, for the purpose of considering the proposals as to selling the Trades Property of the Hall, said meeting to be advertised once in the Newspapers.

At Dundee the nineteenth day of February eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

A letter from Mr Lawrie & Company offering the rent of Two Hundred and Twenty Pounds annually for their present premises on a Lease of Three years from Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and Sixty six was exhibited and read to the Meeting and Consideration thereof deferred in the meantime.

The Remit by the last general electing to this Court to arrange a formal offer and carry out the transactions of the Sale of the Hall Property on the terms agreed on was read to the Meeting. There was also read to the Meeting a Draft offer of the Hall Property to the Clydesdale Banking Company on the terms agreed at the last General Meeting, which was approved of and the Convener authorized to subscribe the same on behalf of the Trades.

At Dundee the eleventh day of February eighteen hundred and sixty four. At a Special General Meeting of the members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee called by circular in the usual way and also by advertisement in the Courier and Argus and Dundee advertiser Newspapers held this evening in committee within the Trades hall at eight o’clock

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

The minute of meeting held on the fourth day of January was read and subscribed by the Chairman.

The Parts of the minutes of meetings of the General Fund Court relating to the Sale of the Trades Hall Property held on the twentieth and Twenty third days of November last and the minutes of the General Fund Court held on the Thirtieth December and third February last were severally read to the Meeting. On the Motion of Mr A. J. Warden the minutes read were unanimously approved of and specially the steps which the General Fund Court had taken in regard to the Clydesdale Banking Company. 

After consideration of the Report prepared by the Clerk shewing the income and expenditure on the Hall property and after full discussion Mr P. M. Duncan gave notice that at next General meeting he would move “That the Convener behalf of the Trades be authorised to offer the Trades Property of the Hall top the Clydesdale Banking company at a perpetual ground annual of Three hundred and twenty five pounds, with full power to redeem within ten years on payment of twenty three years purchase of said ground annual”. This notice was Seconded by Mr T L. Kay. Ex Convener Cooper gave notice that at next General Meting he would move “That the Property of the Hall be offered to the Clydesdale Banking Company at the price of Nine Thousand Pounds” – this motion was seconded by Mr Joseph Brown. The Meeting adjourned till Wednesday next the seventeenth current, then to meet in the Hall of the Royal Hotel, notice of the meeting to be inserted once in the Newspapers.
At Dundee the seventeenth day of February eighteen hundred and sixty four. At a Adjourned General Meeting of the members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in committee within the Hall of the Royal Hotel at eight o’clock

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

…Mr P. M. Duncan then moved in terms of notice given at last Meeting “That the Convener on behalf of the Trades be authorised to offer the Trades Property of the Hall to the Clydesdale Banking Company at a perpetual ground annual of Three hundred and seventy five pounds with power to redeem within ten years on payment of Twenty three years purchase of said ground annual”, which motion was seconded by Mr T. L Kay. Mr John Cooper moved in Terms of Notice given at last Meeting “That the property of the Hall be offered to the Clydesdale Banking Company at the price of Nine Thousand Pounds”. Which Motion was seconded by Mr Thomas Cuthbert, but previous to the motions being put to the Meeting Mr Cooper with consent of his seconder amended his motion as follows “That the Convener on behalf of the Trades be authorised to offer the Trades Property of the Hall to the Clydesdale Banking Company at a perpetual ground annual of Three hundred and seventy five pounds with power to redeem at the end of ten years on payment of Twenty four years purchase of said ground annual and giving twelve months notice previous to the expiry of the ten years on their intention so to redeem”. Which amended motion was seconded by Mr T. L. Kay and unanimously agreed to and the meeting remit to the General Fund Court to arrange a formal offer and carry out the transaction on the terms agreed on.

At Dundee the twenty ninth day of February eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at eight o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

A letter from Messers Shiell & Small to the Clerk dated Twenty sixth February current was produced and read to the Meeting and is as follows:

“We have communicated the Offer of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee to our constituents the Directors of the Clydesdale Bank and they request us to say that after considering the whole matter they decline to give more than 221/2 years purchase of the ground annual and if your clients refuse to agree to this the transaction is at an end. 

In the offer of the Convener there is a little dubiety as to the Banks power to redeem at the end of the 10 years – this would require to be distinctly expressed that the Bank have power to redeem at any time after the expiration of the 10 years on giving twelve months notice, a legal title being given by the Sellers.”

Mr P. M. Duncan moved “That the Meeting recommend that the Trades Hall Property be offered to the Clydesdale Bank at a perpetual ground annual of Three Hundred and seventy five Pounds with power to redeem at any time after ten years on giving twelve months notice and payment of Twenty three years purchase of said ground annual”. Which motion was seconded by Mr Mudie and agreed to unanimously except Mr Cooper dissenting.

The Meeting resolved that a General Meeting of the Members be held in Committee within the Hall of the Royal Hotel on Thursday first at eight o’clock Evening. The Meeting to be Advertised in the Newspapers.

At Dundee the third day of March eighteen hundred and sixty four. At a Special General Meeting of the members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in committee within the Hall of the Royal Hotel at eight o’clock being Called by Advertisement in the Newspapers and also by Circular in the usual way

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

The Minutes of Meetings of the General Fund Court held on the nineteenth and twenty ninth days of February last were both read and approved and the Meeting resolved in terms of the recommendations in Minute of nineteenth February to hold the Stated Quarterly Meeting of the Trades at Seven o’clock Evening.

Mr P. M. Duncan moved That the recommendation of the General Fund Court, to offer the Trades Hall Property to the Clydesdale Bank, for a Ground Annual of Three hundred & Seventy five Pounds, redeemable at Twenty three years purchase of that sum, at any time after ten years on giving twelve months notice be agreed to; and that it be remitted to the General Fund Court with powers to make that offer and to arrange as to Titles and expenses and carry thorough the Sale, and if the offer is not agreed to within ten days the General Fund Court be recommended to take the Messers Lawrie's offer into consideration with full powers to them to let the premises if they think fit; which motion was seconded by Mr T. L. Kay and unanimously agreed to.

At Dundee the fifth day of March eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at eight o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Remit contained in the Minute of the General Meting held on the third instant authorizing the General Fund Court to arrange the amended offer to the Bank and to carry through the same was read to the Meeting.

A Draft letter by the Convener to Messers Shiell & Small making offer at Three Hundred and Seventy five Pounds of a ground annual redeemable at Twenty three years purchase any time after ten years on giving twelve months notice was read to the meeting and approved of and the Convener authorized to sign the same which is as follows: -

“Dundee 7th March 1864

Messers Shiell & Small

Writers

Dundee 

Gentlemen

As Convener of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee, and duly authorized by them and with reference to their offer of the 20th Ulto. to sell the Trades Hall Property to the Clydesdale Banking Company I now, on behalf of said Trades offer the property at the ground annual mentioned in said Offer redeemable at any time after ten years at twenty three years purchase on giving twelve months notice and in other respects on the conditions and stipulations contained in said offer which are here held as repeated.

This Offer to be binding for ten days.

I am &c

(Signed) G. G. Nicoll”

At Dundee the Twenty second day of March eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Special Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at eight o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

A Letter from Messers Shiell & Small the agents for the Clydesdale Bank to the Clerk dated the sixteenth instant accepting the offer by the Trades to the Bank with certain exceptions was exhibited and read to the Meeting but as the exceptions in the Letter are somewhat ambiguous the Meeting remit to the Convener & the Clerk to meet with Mr Shiell and have the exceptions explained so as to the acceptance to be in accordance with the Offers. The Box Master brought under the notice of the Meeting that on looking into the constitution of the Trades with a view to the Title to be given to the Bank he finds it a condition “That for the better managing of the Fund there be none chosen Box Master but they who have been formerly Deacons of one Craft” and as he had never held the Office of Deacon he considered it necessary to resign his office of Box Master so as one who had formerly held the Office of Deacon might be appointed in his stead and thus obviate any objection which might afterwards be raised against the title to the Bank.

The Meeting before accepting the Box Masters resignation request him to hold office till next Meeting and Mr Brown gave notice that at next meeting he will move if Mr Rollo’s resignation is accepted, that a new Box Master be elected in his stead for the current year.

At Dundee the thirteenth day of April Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Hall St. Clement’s Lane at eight o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Resignation of Mr Rollo as Boxmaster was again tendered and accepted. Mr William Brown then moved in terms of notice of motion given at last meeting that a new Boxmaster be elected instead of Mr Rollo for the current year and put in nomination Mr Charles Dickson Chalmers for the Office of Boxmaster for that period which motion was seconded by Deacon Kinmond and no other party being nominated the meeting elected and hereby elect Mr Charles Dickson Chalmers Stationer and Bookseller Dundee to be Boxmaster to the Incorporation for the current year.

At Dundee the second day of June Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk Reported that the Insurance ordered by the last Meeting was effected bur since then the insurance on the Plate Glass windows and also the Three Thousand pounds Policy over the Hall property has expired and he read to the Meeting a Note from the Clydesdale Bank proposing to insure in name of the Bank but to hold it for behoof of the Trades.

The Meeting instruct the Clerk to renew both Insurances for six months. 

At Dundee the fifteenth of June Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk reads to the Meeting a letter from Messers Shiell & Small which he had received shortly before the Meeting stating that on account of the unavoidable absence of Mr Small from home they had been prevented from getting the arrangement as to the Title Deeds carried through but they expected to do so in the course of a few days.

At Dundee the nineteenth of October Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk produced and read to the Meeting Draft Contract of Ground Annual betwixt the Nine Incorporated Trades and the Clydesdale Banking Company and Petition for Special Service of the Convener and Boxmaster of the Trades which were both approved of except the clause added by the agents of the Bank freeing the Bank from their personal obligations for payment of the Ground Annual on Bona fide sale being made by the Bank, which the Meeting disapproved of, and remitted to the Convener and Clerk to meet with the Agents for the \Bank, and get the Clause Struck out, or modified to the extent, that the Trades will accept of the redemption price, should the Bank at any time enter into a bona fide sale.

A Letter from Messers Shiell & Small of this days date to Messers Rollo & Hendry requesting that a full Search of Incumbrances, against the property and the individual Trades be got for the Bank. Was produced and read to the Meeting, along with the Clerk’s answer thereto, which the Meeting approved of, and instructed the Clerk to decline to Comply with the request, as in the offer made to the bank it is expressly provided that no searches were to be exhibited.

At Dundee the second day of November Eighteen hundred and sixty four 

At a Special General Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

The Clerk reported that he and the Convener waited on the Agents of the Bank in terms of remit made to them by last minute. That Mr Small stated he did not think the clause objected to would be departed from, but he would communicate with the Bank and let us know the result; on the twenty seventh ultimo Mr Small called on the Clerk and said the Bank could not depart from the clause and the Clerk requested that any communication he had to make should be in writing and he had received the following letter:

“Trades Hall 

Referring to the Conversation Mr Small had with Mr Rollo today we have to repeat what was then stated that our clients positively decline undertaking any responsibility for the ground annual after ceasing to be proprietors but in order to meet the views of the Trades as far as possible our clients are willing to pay a portion of the price now so as to reduce the amount of Feu Duty and thus leave a margin as a Security for the balance of the ground annual.

It is proposed to pay Two thousand pounds.

We are &c”

After consideration the Meeting resolved unanimously that the clause now proposed to be adjected is altering entirely the nature of the transaction, and it is a direct deviation from the Agreement and they recommend that the clause be not agreed to as they conceive the Bank suffers no hardship if they wish to sell the Property and the Trades agree to accept of the redemption price on a bona fide sale being effected and instruct the Clerk to intimate the recommendation of the Meeting to the Agents of the Bank and to request an early answer.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of November Eighteen hundred and sixty four 

At a Special Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

The Clerk read to the Meeting and answer he had sent to Messers Shiell & Small to their Letter of twentieth Ultimo. A Letter from Messers Shiell and Small in reply to the Clerks was produced and read to the meeting… The Clerk was instructed to communicate farther with Messers Shiell and Small as to the import of their letter and to Report. 

At Dundee the twenty fifth day of November Eighteen hundred and sixty four 

At a Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

The Clerk exhibited and read to the meting a letter from Messers Shiell & Small on behalf of the Clydesdale Banking Company returning the Draft Contract of Ground Annual with certain alterations thereon more particularly proposing to pay towards the redemption price of the property Two thousand One hundred and eighty five pounds which would reduce the Ground Annual to Two hundred and eight pounds also a clause whereby a purchaser would be bound to insure the property to the extent of Three Thousand pounds at least and all circumstances considered the Meeting resolved to recommend the terms now proposed to be accepted and agreed to by the Trades and instruct the Clerk to call a General meeting by Advertisement and Circulars to be held in Committee on Tuesday first at eight o’clock evening.

At Dundee the twenty ninth day of November Eighteen hundred and sixty four 

At a Special General Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair.

The Minute of the General Fund Court held on the Twenty fifth instant was read and approved of. The terms of the draft Contract of Ground annual being considered, Mr Cuthbert moved That on the Bank paying down a third of the redemption price the terms now proposed by the Bank be accept of, which motion was seconded by Mr William Harris and agreed to, and the Meeting remit to the General Fund Court to carry thro’ the transaction and authorise the Convener and Boxmaster to sign the requisite papers in name and on behalf of the Trades. Mr Andrew Benvie gave notice that at next General Meeting he would move “That the Vote by Ballot be done away with in elections and open voting substituted”.

At Dundee the fifteenth of November Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk read to the Meeting the answer he had sent to Messers Shiell & Small to their Letter of twentieth Untimo. A Letter from Messers Shiell & Small in reply to the Clerks was produced and read to the Meeting.

…The Clerk was instructed to communicate further with Messers Shiell & Small as to the impost of their letter ands to Report.

At Dundee the twenty fifth of November Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a General Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk exhibited and read to the Meeting a latter from Messers Shiell & Small on behalf of the Clydesdale Banking Company returning the Draft Contract of Ground Annual with certain alterations thereon more particularly proposing to pay towards the redemption price of the property of Two thousand one hundred and eighty five pounds which would reduce the ground annual to Two hundred and eighty pounds, also a clause whereby a purchaser would be bound to insure the property to the extent of Three thousand pounds at least and all circumstances considered the Meeting resolved to recommend the terms now proposed to be accepted and agreed to by the Trades and instruct the clerk to call a General Meeting by Advertisement and Circular to be held in committee on Tuesday first at eight o’clock Evening.

At Dundee the fifth of December Eighteen hundred and Sixty four

At a General Special Meeting of the Members of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk produced and read to the Meeting a Letter of this days date on behalf of the Clydesdale Bank agreeing to the proposal resolved on at last General Meeting vizt:

To pay down one third of the Redemption price of the Property Two thousand eight hundred and seventy five pounds.

The Draft Contract of Ground Annual betwixt the Trades and the Bank was laid on the table and approved of and the Convener and Boxmaster authorized and empowered to subscribe the Contract when engrossed.

At Dundee the first of March Eighteen hundred and Sixty five 

At a Stated Quarterly Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk reported that considerable delay had taken place in carrying through the Conveyance of the Trades property in consequence of not getting the requisite Authority from the respective Trades to their Deacons to sign the conveyance, but he had now got extracts from the whole of them with the exception of the Glover Trade and he was hopeful he would get that in the course of a few days. A Letter from the Clerk to the Baker Trade wishing Copies of certain Minutes referring to the Room Rents was read to the Meeting and the Clerk instructed to furnish such. 

At Dundee the thirtieth of March Eighteen hundred and Sixty five 

At a Special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

Mr Thomas Walker Writer, Clerk to the Glover Trade appeared at the Meeting and Stated that it was the opinion of the Glover Trade that the Room Rents paid to the respective Trades Should be Capitalized at twenty Years purchase and the Capital prices paid to the respective Trades and that the Glover Trade was not disposed to authorize their Deacon to sign the Conveyance until that point was positively settled.

Ex Convener Cooper moved that this meeting recommend that such be agreed to, but those Trades who did not wish their rents Capitalized to receive payment of their Rents as at present, which motion was seconded by Deacon Low and unanimously agreed to.

At Dundee the third day of April Eighteen hundred and sixty five. At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Royal Hotel this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Minute of Meeting of the General Fund Court held on the thirtieth day of March last was read and unanimously approved of and signed by the Convener, and the Meeting remit to the General Fund Court with powers to carry through the recommendations contained in said Minute as to capitalizing the room rents and to execute all deeds and writings necessary for that purpose on the undertaking that all the Deacons sign the Conveyance to the Bank previous to such Capitalizing being carried through.

There was exhibited and read to the Meeting a Letter by the town Chamberlain to the Clerk dated the fourteenth Ulto and enclosing a claim by the Magistrates and Town Council as patrons of the Hospital of Dundee for portions of the Stipend of the Minister

At Dundee the twenty first day of April One thousand eight hundred and Sixty five 

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at eight o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

A Letter from Mr Patullo, Clerk to the Flesher Trade, to Mr Rollo dated nineteenth April current was read to the meeting claiming Five pounds five shillings as a restricted fee for revising the contract of ground annual betwixt the Trades and the Clydesdale Banking company and referring to the Capitalizing of the room rents.

The Meting resolved to pay some fee on the Deed being signed by the deacon to the Flesher trade and reserve consideration of capitalizing of the room rents till a future period as that matter falls to be determined by a General Meting of the Trades. Mr Kidd dissenting.

At Dundee the twenty eighth day of April One thousand eight hundred and Sixty five 

At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at eight o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

Mr Patullo’s Letter of nineteenth Instant was read and also his Letter of twenty second Instant and two Letters from Mr Boyd Clerk to the Baker Trade in reference to the fee to be paid to the Agents of the respective Trades for revising the contract betwixt the Trades and the Clydesdale Banking Company: on considering these letters in connection with the previous minutes, the meeting resolved to pay the Professional Agents of the respective Trades who had revised the Deed vizt; Mr Patullo for the Flesher Trade, Mr Walker for the Glover Trade, Mr Boyd for the Baker Trade and Mr Lees for the Hammermen Trade 5.5/- each and the Clerks of the other Trades £1.1/- each for their Trouble in the matter. 

At Dundee the fourth day of May Eighteen hundred and sixty five. At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Royal Hotel this evening at seven o’clock

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The following Minutes were read Viz,. Minute of a General Meeting held on the third day of April last and before being approved or signed by the Convener the following Minutes of the General Fund Court were read Vizt Minutes of Meeting on the twelfth, twenty first and twenty eighth days of April last. Therefore Mr Robert Kidd moved and Mr Tomas Brough seconded the Motion that the Minutes of Meetings of the General Fund Court held on the twenty first and twenty eighth days of April last be not approved of in So far as they relate to paying a revising fee to the Agents and Clerks of the Respective Trades for revising and examining the Contract of Ground Annual. Betwixt the Trades and the Clydesdale Banking Company but that a fee of five guineas be paid to the Clerk of the Glover Trades and the Clerk of the Flesher Trade if they insist for it and if so the amounts to be raised otherwise than from the funds of the Trades, which was unanimously agreed to.

Mr Thomas Cuthbert moved and Mr Thomas Brough seconded the Motion That the Minute of the General Meeting of the Members held on the third day of April last be not approved of so far as the Same relate to the Capitalizing of the room rents paid to the respective Trades and farther hat these rents be equalized as at Five Pounds to each Trade at Twenty pounds purchase of that sum. Deacon James Stewart moved as an amendment that the Minute of General Meeting held on the third day of April last be approved of Simplicitor. Which amendment was seconded by Deacon James Tosh and the motion and amendment being put to the Meeting thirty Members voted for the motion and fourteen for the amendment, the motion was declared to be carried and the meeting resolved in terms thereof.

Mr Thomas Cuthbert moved and Mr Thomas Brough Seconded the Motion that the Meeting remit to the General Fund Court with Powers to carry into effect the preceding motion & authorise the Convener & Boxmaster in name and on behalf of the Trades to execute the necessary Deeds or Writings for that purpose. Which motion was unanimously agreed to.

Mr P. M. Cochrane moved and Mr John Mitchell Seconded the Motion that the requisite Deeds or Writings for carrying into effect the preceding motion of Mr Cuthbert be prepared by the Clerk to the Trades and if revised by any of the Clerks of the respective Trades the revising fee to be paid by such Trades or at least there shall be no claim against the General Funds for such fees which motion was unanimously carried.

At Dundee the tenth day of May Eighteen hundred and sixty five. At a General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee called by advertisement and also by Circulars in the usual way and held within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Minute of General Meting held in the fourth day of May current was read. Whereupon Mr George Stevenson read and handed to the Clerk the following Document.

“I move that the Minute read so far as regards the equalizing of the Hall Rents be not approved of nor confirmed, and protest against such approvals for the reason following, and for Such reasons as may be afterwards Stated.

1. That the Minutes of the General Fund Court of date Twenty fifth August 1778 and Twenty fourth May Eighteen hundred and thirty eight Formed such an Agreement and Contract between the Nine Incorporated Trades and the Individual Trades as can only be set aside with the special Consent of the Dyer Trade and which consent has not been given.

2. The Dyer Trade having under the agreement and Contract before referred to Received Seven Pounds seven shillings as their share of the Hall Rent down to the present time it is not competent for the Nine or any other of the Trades now to reduce that Sum without the Consent of the Dyer Trade.

3. The Right of the Dyer Trade to receive Seven Pounds seven Shillings annually having been recognised and admitted by the Meeting of the Nine Trades held on or about the fourth day of May Current and the Deacon of the Dyer Trade having signed the Conveyance or Deed between the Nine Trades and the Clydesdale Bank on the understanding and in the belief that that right was to be continued, it was incompetent and illegal without consent of the Dyer Trade to alter or upset the resolution come to at that Meeting on 4 May Current.

4. Whatever the other Trades may do the Dyer Trade will in exercise of the right long enjoyed by them claim and insist for payment by the Nine Trades of the Sum of £7:7/- hitherto paid.

(Signed) George Stevenson

Boxmaster of the Dyer Trade Dundee 10th May 1865

Mr William Barrie moved that tho the Minute now read be approved of which motion was Seconded by Mr P. M. Cochrane, Deacon Tosh moved as an amendment that the Minute be not approved of which amendment was seconded by Mr George Stevenson and the motion and amendment being put to the Meeting twenty nine Members voted for the Motion and nineteen for the Amendment. The Motion was therefore carried and the Meeting resolved accordingly.

At Dundee the seventh of June Eighteen hundred and Sixty five 

At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

A Letter from the Clerk to Convener Nicoll was read to the Meeting expressing regret that owing to a previous engagement he would not be able to be present and stating that the Deed of Conveyance of the Trades Property to the Clydesdale Banking company had been received the other day from the Stamp Office.

That he had had a Meeting that day with Mr Small and the Managers of the Bank and adjusted the Memorial and that he would be prepared to report full particulars tomorrow evening.

On consideration of which the Meeting adjourned till Monday next at Seven o’clock.

At Dundee the twelfth day of June Eighteen hundred and Sixty five 

At a Adjourned Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Clerk laid before the Meeting a State of the Settlement with the Clydesdale Banking Company showing the Sums received and disposed of, he also produced Bank Book kept by the Trades with the said Bank, Shewing at the credit of the Trades at this date Two Thousand nine hundred and two Pounds eight Shillings and eleven pence. 

The Meeting having examined the statement approves of the same and appoints an Abstract thereof to be appended to this Minute.

The Meeting instruct the Clerk to apply to the different Trades to know if they are prepared to accept payment of their rents as Capitalized at twenty years purchase of Five pounds each, and also to request from the clerk to the Glover and Flesher Trades, whether or not they are to insist for full payment of the Five pounds five shillings for Revising Fees and to hand over to the other clerks Two pounds twelve shillings and five pence each being the sum received from the Bank.

At Dundee the third day of July Eighteen hundred and sixty five. 

At a quarterly Stated Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock and called by circular for General Business and Settling the Room Rents &c.

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Minute of Meeting of the General Fund Court held on the Seventh, twelfth and twenty Second days of June last were Severally read and approved of. Mr Thomas Cuthbert moved “That this Meeting remit to the General Fund Court with powers to pay the respective Trades One Hundred Pounds as Compensation for the rooms the formerly occupied in the Trades Hall for holding their Meetings and now sold to the Clydesdale Banking Company or to such of the Trades as shall apply for the same and give a discharge of all claims for Room Rent in compensation thereanent in any manner of way and that the Convener and Boxmaster be authorized to draw such amounts from the Trades Bank Account and to pay the same accordingly to such of the Trades as accept and in reference to the Dyer and Baker Trades in the event of their not accepting said sum Remit to the General Fund Court to negotiate with these two Trades as to a Compromise and to Report  to a future Meeting”, which motion was seconded by Mr Thomas Walker and after discussion was unanimously agreed to, and the Meeting resolved and remitted  with powers in terms thereof to the Motion of Mr Thomas Cuthbert the Meeting unanimously Remit to the General Fund Court to Settle with the Clerk to the Glover and Flesher Trades for receiving the Deed of Conveyance to the Bank.

At Dundee the fifth day of July Eighteen hundred and Sixty five 

At a special Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening in the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock 

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Minute of Meeting of Committee appointed to Report as to the Investing of the Trades funds held on the first Instant was read over and approved of.

The Remits to this Court by the General Meeting held on the third Instant were read. The Meeting unanimously agreed to pay the restricted revising fee of the Conveyance to the Bank to the Clerks to the Glover and Flesher Trades being Five pounds five shillings to each and the Boxmaster was instructed to pay the same. 

The Deacon and Assessor to the Baker Trade stated that they had nothing to bring forward as to a compromise of the Room Rents farther than what had been already stated vizt: Their rent to be Capitalized at Seven pounds Seven shillings or that sum to be paid as formerly.

The Deacon to the Dyer Trade stated he had nothing further to say on the subject of Rent claimed by the Dyer Trade. Deacon Stewart moved that the Trades who have Signified their willingness to accept of One hundred Pounds in lieu of room Rents be paid tomorrow. Deacon Low seconded the Motion. Deacon Whytock moved as an amendment that the same be not paid till after the General Meeting on Monday first Seconded by Alexander Forrester and the motion and amendment being put the Meeting Six voted for the Motion and Seven for the amendment. The Motion was declared to be lost and the Meeting resolved in terms of the amendment.

At Dundee the tenth day of July Eighteen hundred and sixty five. At a General Meeting of the Members of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Nicoll in the Chair

The Minute of Meeting of the General Fund Court held on the fifth Instant was read and approved of. Messers James Stewart and Thomas Nicoll were added to the committee for investing the Trades Funds.

The meeting resolved that the investment be on heritable subjects only. Mr Thomas Cuthbert gave notice that at the next general meeting he would move “That whatever is agreed to and minuted at a general meeting of the Trades duly convened shall be binding and may be carried out without abiding the approval of another meeting unless dissented from at the time and notice given at the Meeting of a motion to be made at the next general meeting immediately following. To rescind the Minute agreed to, in whole or in part, and if only in part, then any matter or thing not embraced in the notice of motion may be carried out: and that this shall be adopted and held as a bye law of the Trades until duly rescinded”.

The meeting agreed that before paying the compensation for room rents to the respective Trades on Excerpt from a Minute of a General Meeting of these Trades empowering the Deacons and Boxmasters to receive and Discharge the same and all claims competent thereanent in name and on behalf of said Trades be produced to the Clerk.

At Dundee the sixth day of September Eighteen hundred and sixty five. At a Quarterly Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Duncan in the Chair

The Boxmaster Reported that the following Trades had been paid £100 each as compensation for the loss of the rooms they formerly occupied in the Trades Hall Vizt: The shoemakers, Glovers, Tailors, Bonnetmakers, Fleshers, Hammerman and Weavers and discharges by their respective Trades were produced and approved of.

A Letter from Mr James Chalmers addressed to the Convener and dated fifth Instant was read to the meeting of which the following is a Copy:

“Referring to conversations which I have had with you respecting the Bell that belonged to the Nine Trades and which remains in the Belfry of the Clydesdale Bank I was glad to find that like myself you thought it would be desirable to retain it as a relic as well as for the use of the Incorporations.

I understand that the Directors of the Bank are quite willing to restore it: and this can be ascertained on application.

The best position to place the Bell would be in the spire of the Town House, and most likely the Magistrates and Council would agree to that if requested.

Mr Aitken Blacksmith and Mr McConochie Joiner put up the Bells presently used in the Town house spire; and they say that the Trades Bell my be removed and properly placed in that spire for use at an expense of about Ten pounds.

The Bell is a fine toned instrument sounding F and it so happens that the two Bells in the spire sound C and D, so that the three can be rung together if required, quite in accordance, or the Trades Bell can be used by itself”

The Meeting approved of the suggestion of Mr Chalmers and remit to the Convener and Clerk with powers to correspond with the Bank and Magistrates with a view of having the suggestion carried into effect.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of November Eighteen hundred and sixty five. At a Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Duncan in the Chair

A Letter from the Clerk to the Baker Trade dated thirteenth October and one dated 14th November proposing on the behalf of the Baker Trade  and Dyer Trade to refer the question of the sums to be paid these Trades as compensation for room rents to arbitration. After discussion the Meeting resolved not to dispose of these letters inasmuch as the Meeting considers the matter to which they refer to have been already settled by the Trades and therefore remit the Letters simpliciter to the Trades.

At Dundee the fifth day of September Eighteen hundred and sixty six. At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Duncan in the Chair

The Minute of last meeting was read and approved of. The Discharge by the Dyer Trade for Sum received in lieu of room rent was produced and approved of …

June 1865 General Fund Court.

 …Letter from James Chalmers was read, “referring to conversations which I have had with you respecting the bell that belonged to the Nine Trades and which remains in the Belfry of the Clydesdale Bank. I was glad to find that like myself you thought it would be desirable to retain it as a Relic as well as for the use of the Incorporations. 

I understand that the Directors of the Bank are quite willing to restore it and this can be ascertained on application. The best position for the Bell would be in the spire of the Town House and most likely the Magistrates and Council would agree to the if requested”.

6th September 1865 General Fund.

 Mr Aitken, Blacksmith and Mr McConochie, Joiner put up the Bells presently used in the Town House spire and they say that the Trades Bell may be removed and properly placed in that spire for use at an expense of about Five Pounds.

The Bell is a fine toned instrument: sounding ‘F’ and it so happens that the two Bells in the spire sound ‘C’ and ‘D’ so that the three can be rung together if required, quite in accordance, or the Trades Bell can be used by itself. The meeting approved the suggestion by Mr Chalmers and remit to the Convener and Clerk with powers to correspond with the Bank and the Magistrates with a view of having the suggestion carried with effect.

At Dundee the seventh day of January Eighteen hundred and sixty Seven. At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Duncan in the Chair

The Minute of Meeting of the General Fund Court held on the seventeenth day of December last was read and approved of. Ex Convener Nicoll Reported that the expense in putting up the Trades Bell in the Belfry of the Town House would cost more than Five pounds but he thought Seven pounds would be sufficient.

The Meeting remit to Convener Duncan, Ex Convener Nicoll and the Boxmaster with powers to arrange with the Council and to get the bell put up.

At Dundee the thirteenth day of April Eighteen hundred and sixty eight. At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Warden in the Chair

…Read Letter by the Town Clerk to the Clerk dated tenth Instant also excerpt from the Minute of Meeting of the Town Council on Second Instant and referred to in said Letter which Excerpt is as follows: - 

“Excerpt from Minute of Meeting of the Town Council of Dundee held on second April Eighteen hundred and sixty eight; 10. Trades Hall Bell. Reference made to Article 9 of the above mentioned minute dated twenty fifth March.

The Minute corrected to the effect that the first sentence is to be read thus ‘to recommend to the Council that the Council cannot accept of the Bell under the Conditions proposed viz. that the Nine Trades may at a future time resume a right to it’ and also corrected to the effect ‘that the Bell may be tolled as set forth in the minute when it is desired on the death of any person who had held the office of Convener’.

Resolved that subject to this correction the Minute be approved of and accordingly the Council resolved and hereby resolve as follows viz That the Council cannot accept of the Bell under the Conditions proposed viz that the Nine Trades may at a future time resume a right to it. But that the council accept of the Bell on the condition of it becoming the absolute property of the Town, and of the Nine Trades completing at their own expense the machinery and apparatus for the proper ringing of the Bell. The Town Council afterwards bearing all costs of upholding and ringing and that the Nine Trades have right in all time to come to have the Bell tolled in the Customary way on the deaths of persons who have held the office of Convener of Trades, the Convener for the time giving the order to the Towns Ordinary Bell ringer doing the work and receiving the Customary payment for his work from the Trades”. Which being considered the Meeting remit to the Convener, Mr Chalmers, Mr P. H. Nicoll and the Clerk as a Committee with Powers to arrange the matter with the Council and to endeavour to get powers to ring the Bell on all occasions when required by the Trades. Mr Warden to be Convener and two a quorum.

2nd July 1868 General Fund

The Clerk produced account to Morrison and Bremner, Joiners, for fitting up the Trades Bell; in Town House amounting to Six Pounds Fourteen Shillings and account to G.H.G Nicoll in connection with taking down and fitting up Bell of Three Pounds Nineteen Shillings and Six Pence, which being considered were deferred till the matter is fully completed and there being no other business the meeting adjourned.

2nd February 1869

The following accounts for fitting up the Trades Bell in the spire of the Town House were ordered to be paid Viz: 

Morrison & Bremner                                 £6,14sh.

HG & G Nicoll                                          £3.19.6d

To be paid Viz:

At Dundee the sixth day of July Eighteen hundred and seventy four. At a Quarterly Stated Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Shaw in the Chair

The Clerk read to and laid before the Meeting a Letter received from Messers Shiell & Small Solicitors on behalf of the Clydesdale Banking Company dated the eighth day of May Eighteen hundred and seventy four intimating that in terms of the Contract of Ground Annual entered into between the Trades and the said Bank dated the eighth, twentieth, twenty second, and twenty seventh, days of April Eighteen hundred and sixty five the Bank had resolved to Redeem Ground Annual of Two hundred and fifty pounds by making payment of Five thousand seven hundred and fifty pounds, being the redemption price thereof at the rate of twenty three years purchase and that at Whitsunday Eighteen hundred and seventy five and requesting that such Intimation should be held as sufficient which had been done accordingly.

The Meting remit to the General Fund Court with full powers to invest the said sum on such security as the Court may consider most advisable for the interest of the Trades eitherwise one or more sums as eligible securities may be found.

At Dundee the fifteenth day of February Eighteen hundred and seventy five 

At a Special Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held this evening within the Royal Hotel at seven o’clock

Convener Graham in the Chair

The Clerk laid before the Meeting Draft Discharge by the Trades if favor of the Clydesdale Banking Company of the Ground Annual payable by the Bank which was approved and the Convener and Boxmaster authorized and empowered to sign the same on behalf of the General Fund Court, and the Meeting recommend the respective Trades to authorize their Deacons to sign the same: The Meeting appoint the following members a committee and authorise and empower them to invest the sum to be received from the Clydesdale Banking Company at Whitsunday first and any other surplus funds then on hand in one or more sums on Heritable security with in the Burgh of Dundee at a rate of Interest not under four and a half per cent taking the Bond or Bonds in name of the Convener and Boxmaster and their successors in office for behoof of the Nine Incorporated Trades and the General Fund Court thereof Viz: Convener Graham, Ex Convener Shaw, Deacon T. K. Kinmond and Mr A. J. Warden, Convener Graham to be Convener and three a quorum.

At Dundee the twenty fourth day of February Eighteen hundred and seventy five. At a Special Stated General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee called by advertisement and circular in the usual way and held within the Royal Hotel this day noon

Convener Graham in the Chair

…The Clerk also read and laid before the Meeting the Draft Discharge by the Trades and their respective Deacons to the Clydesdale Banking Company of the ground annual of Two hundred and fifty pounds paid by the said Bank to the Trades and forming a Burden on the Buildings of the Bank which is to be redeemed add Discharged at Whitsunday first.

The Draft was approved and the Convener and Deacons authorised and empowered by their respective Trades represented at the meeting to sign the same on behalf of the Trades.

At Dundee the second day of July Eighteen hundred and eighty three. At a Stated General Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Guild Hall at Seven o’clock P.M.

Convener Whyte in the Chair

It was remitted to the Convener and the Clerk to arrange for photographing certain old paintings on plaster which were on the walls of the Trades Hall and which were removed and placed in a room in the Town Hall when the Trades Hall was taken down. The expense of photographing not to cost the Nine Trades more than Five pounds.

At Dundee on the 1st day of November 1967

At a stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Clerk’s Office at 12 Victoria Chambers, Dundee at 7 o’clock evening

Convener George H. Smith in the Chair

…the Convener George H. Smith then drew the Committee’s attention to a letter which had appeared in the local Press regarding a Trades Hall. He referred to the position in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen. Reference was made to the Kail Kirk and the Convener stated that although he appreciated that nothing concrete could be done at this time he thought the Meeting should consider appointing a Committee when the whole possibility of acquisition at a future time could be considered along with the financing of such a project.
Dr O. Taylor Brown, the Deacon of the Bonnetmakers considered that his was an excellent idea and he also referred to the Glasgow Trades Hall. He agreed that a Convener’s Committee should be appointed which could range over the whole question and any other competent business could be dealt with.
Mr W. A. Findlay, the Deacon of the Tailors drew the meetings attention to the fact that Dundee Trades were the only Incorporation with a Church of its own in Scotland. The Convener suggested that the Trades Hall and the Church could have a joint use of any building. The Joint Clerk E. R. Simpson, referred to the proposal of the Church to build its own Hall and suggested that this might be big enough to accommodate the Trades, but Mr Findlay pointed out that the proposed Hall would be used every night of the week by the various Church Organisations and in any case Planning permission had been turned down at least meantime.
To a question by Mr William Burns, Boxmaster of the Shoemakers it was explained that the present owners of the Kail Kirk, namely Messers Forbes the Furnishers, Dundee could not sell and it was believed that negotiations between the firm and the District Valuer, acting on behalf of the Corporation might well be in progress. Mr Findlay confirmed that the Kail Kirk was definitely not coming down but he believed that this would be handed over to the Church after it had been acquired by the Corporation.

Dr O. Taylor Brown suggested that a meeting with the Revd. T. R. S. Campbell to consider the position and more particularly to consider the finance that might be required should be arranged.

After the Convener stated that he considered that first and foremost an exploratory Committee should be appointed Dr O. Taylor Brown stated that he agreed but pointed out that he would not favour such a project if it meant the cutting of pensions.

On the Proposals of the Convener and the Joint Clerk, Edward R. Simpson, the following Committee was appointed – Convener George H. Smith, Ex-convener Mathew Waddell, Joint Clerk John M. Boath, William A. Findlay Deacon of the Tailors, Dr O. Taylor Brown Deacon of the Bonnetmakers, William Burns, Boxmaster of the Shoemakers.
It was also agreed that Ex-Deacon J. Greig Sibbald should be co-opted if thought necessary.
Joint Clerk Edward R. Simpson then referred to the recent installation of Her Majesty the Queen Mother as Chancellor of the University of Dundee. He explained that the Bonnetmakers Craft had provided the Bonnet for the Capping and that Ex-Deacon J. Greig Sibbald had presented a photograph of the Ceremony to the Trades. The Joint clerk suggested that this should hang in the Nine Trades Room at 12 Victoria Chambers after it had been decorated and the meeting agreed that the photograph should be accepted with thanks.
Dr O. Taylor Brown drew the meetings attention to the fact that the new Bonnet or Cap would be used for all future Cappings. He also referred to Principal Drever’s speech when reference was made to the Trades. Convener George H. Smith expressed great pleasure at the mention made by the Principal and considered it was an honour that the Trades should be proud of.

At Dundee on the 6th day of November 1968

At a stated Meeting of the General Fund Court of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee held within the Clerk’s Office at 12 Victoria Chambers, Dundee at 7 o’clock evening

Convener Leslie F. Mitchell in the Chair

… Dr O. Taylor Brown then enquired as to the Acquisition of a Trades House. Dr George Smith explained that they had made no further progress regarding the Kail Kirk. Dr Brown then enquired whether they could get property other than the Kail Kirk and suggested that at least a Sub-Committee could be appointed to consider the proposition although he fully appreciated that the question of finance might be an insurmountable one. Convener Leslie Mitchell stated that consideration should be given to the proposition before such a step was taken.
Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee 
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