Extracted from the Fleshers Book begun 1713

Att Dundee the Twenty Seventh Day of July Seventeen hundred & Seventy one years

Which Day the fflesher Trade of Dundee being Met There was laid before them a Copy of the Resolutions of the Kirk session of Dundee relative to providing a fourth place of Public Worship within the Town of Dundee. And a Sederunt of the Committee appointed by the Nine Trades, Three Pendicle Trades & Kirk Session relative to the above.

Resolutions: All which being read the Trade approved of the same and appointed & hereby Appoint and Impower John Mathers present Deacon and his successors in office to meet and concur with these appointed by the Nine Trades Kirk Session and Pendicle Trades as a Committee and to do every thing along with them for carrying these resolutions to execution. And the Trade appointed a Copy of these Resolutions and the Committees Sederunt to be Inserted in this Book and Subscribed by the present Deacon. In Witness Whereof this Sederunt as subscribed Place and Date above.

Follows the Resolutions of the Kirk Session and Sederunt of the committee Referred to in the preceeding Sederunt.

Dundee 4th July 1771

A full Meeting of the Kirk Session Conveened & constituted. The Revd. Robert Small Moder. 

Doctor Blinshall that Agreeably to the appointment of last Meeting He delivered an extract of the Report of the committee and the Resolutions of that Date anent a fourth place of publick Worship into the hands of Mr Andrew Jobson Convr. of the Nine Incorporations another Copy into the hands of James Nicole Convr. of the three pendicle Trades and had received a Writen answer to each. Which he delivered in And which was read.

The Kirk Session immediately entered on the consideration of said answers, but finding it impossible to finish so very and important an affair at one Meeting They appoint another Meeting to be held for that purpose only on Monday next being the 8th Currt.

Dundee 8th July 1771

A fully Meeting of the Kirk session convened & Constituted the Revd. Wm. Bissett Moderator.

The Kirk Session agreeably to the Appointment of last Meeting resumed the consideration of  ye last Answers of the Nine Incorporations And three Pendicle Trades Anent a fourth place of public Worship for this Town & Parish And came to the following unanimous Resolutions.

1st. That ground for Building a plain and commodious House upon for public Worship for this Town & Parish shall be fixed upon With all convenient Speed. The House to hold 1500 or 16  Sitters at most and to be Situated in such a place as can be bought or fewed on reasonable terms And shall to the Majority of those concerned to be most convenient to the Inhabitants and most ornamental to the Town. It being impossible before this is done to Ascertain what may be the most proper plan, or consequently what the Expence of Executing such a plan will Amount to.

2dly. That as soon as the Ground is fixed upon the Members of the three pendicle Trades of this Town shall be desired to give within a certain time And to a certain Person to be named by the conjunct Committees of the Kirk Session, Corporation & Pendicles Plan or Plans they think best of the above Mentd. With the lowest Estimate at which the Author or Authors thereof will Contract to Execute it, Specifying the quality of every Material Article of the Building. That so the Different Bodies or such committees as Shall be Impowered by them may make their Choice and Contract accordingly. Before this is done it is impossible to Ascertain the Expence of the undertaking And all that is said concerning that most essential article is conjecture or supposition only.

3dly. That as soon as the reall Expence of such an undertaking shall be Ascertained, A Short State of the proceedings of the Kirk session, corporations & Pendicles thereanent shall be given to the Boxmr. Of the Fraternity of Seamen, & to the Boxmaster of the Maltmen, containing also a desire of their concurrence & aid and Offering them a power in the whole affair proportioned to the Money that they shall Bind themselves to Contribute thereto.

4th. That as soon as the whole amount of the Expence & of all the other Aids shall be thus known, The Kirk Session shall determine whether they can contribute more that a third of the said expence or not, and if they can what the amount thereof shall be; being formerly resolved to do everything that may be found necessary & within the reach of their power in order to forward and finish this pious & necessary design in conjunction with the Corporations & pendicles whose public Spirited & unanimous behaviour therein affords them the highest Satisfaction.

5th. That as soon as the answers of the Seamen & Maltmen are received, a proper representation and Petition shall be drawn up and read from the Pulpits & Churches of Dundee, addressed to all the Inhabitants of the Town & Parish informing them of the great necessity of the Design and of the steps that have been taken towards the Execution of it And Desiring their Voluntary Subscriptions thereto according to their several abilities. One third of their Subscriptions to be paid immediately after the building shall be begun, another immediately after the Side and Gavel walls are finished And the last third immediately after the finishing of the Sealing. An elder a Deacon and a Tradesman shall go to every House of the several Districts of the Town & Parish and receive such Subscription as may be granted . The Money to be paid to such person or persons as shall hereafter be appointed Treasurer to the work.

6th. That all these previously necessary articles being Settled advice shall be taken of one or two eminent Lawers as to the Tenor & conception of the deeds to be formed for Establishing the different Shares of expence in Erecting the Building and of power in chusing a Teacher or minister, and of Management in all time coming. Such Lawyer or Lawers shall also be consulted with regard to the Deed to be formed for the Ground and with regard to the power of the Magistrates and Town Council, both as Patrons of the parish and as the Rulers of the Town either over a Chapple of Ease or an Established church Erected independently of them after their refusing for nearly three years past to give any concurrence to either one or tother And in General such Lawyer or Lawyers shall be consulted with regard to  every Material Question in Law that may be suggested thereanent. Te Expence of such Consultations to be made an Article of the General Charge.

7th, That though none can be fonder of an Erection and Established Minister than the Kirk Session, Yet were it even in their option they would prefer a Chapple of Ease and an ordained but unestablished Minister till the Debts of the House be fully paid. The right of Patronage in case of a future Erection being expressly Reserved to the proprietors of the Ground, House and ffunds in every Deed relating thereto; for this is the only way of paying the said Debts, of paving the road towards and Erection at last, and of supplying the Town & Parish in the meantime equally well in every Material respect. Were it even certain that no Erection could be procured independent of the Parish Patrons, The Kirk Session would never indeed lend their aid to build a Church for the said Patrons to present to, yet they would as little hesitate one moment in doing their utmost to get a Chapple pf Ease built, which would answer all their important purposes of an established Church without being any ways liable to be seised by the Parish & Patrons as all the Buildings of that kind that have ever been reared in Scotland do most evidently & undeniably demonstrate.

Lastly. That the Kirk Session appoint and Impower the three Ministers, Baillie Pitcairn, Baillie Jobson, Convr. Skirling Messers Willm. Alison, Charles Jobson, Andw. Pitcarne, Alexr. Thoms & James Wright Elders or any four of them as a Committee to Meet with the Committee of the Corporations and pendicles to Endeavour in conjunction with them to get all their resolutions Executed as soon as may be And to report their progress from time to time to the Kirk Session.

The Kirk Session also appointed an Extract of these Resolutions attested by the Moderator & Clerk to be laid by the Moder. before the first meeting of the conjunct committees and that the committees of the Kirk Session may do their utmost to obtain an approbation thereof from the committees of the Corporations & pendicles & from the Corporations & pendicles themselves to be returned to the Kirk Session in Writing.

Sederunt of the Committees of the Kirk Session, Nine Trades and Pendicles of Dundee Relative to the Building of a place of publick worship within the Town of Dundee Held upon the Eighth Day of July Seventeen hundred & Seventy One years.

The committee having considered the Kirk Session their resolutions of this date laid before them the Agreed to the following opinions upon the several resolutions which they Agreed to report along with the resolutions to their several Constituents.

As to the first resolution they are of unanimously of opinion that the Bund yard betwixt the Seagate & Cowgate was the most proper place and appoint the Convr. to consult the Trades whether they will dispose of it and upon what terms either in the way of ffeu or Sale As they are of opinion That nothing can be done till the place where the church is to be built be known. And in case the Trades shall Agree to a sale they appoint doctor Blinshall and James Nicoll to converse with the Trades as to the Terms they propose and to report to their committee at next Meeting.

The Second Article is agreed to.

The Third Article is agreed to.

The Fourth Article is agreed to with the Reservation of the Terms that shall be proposed for Encouraging subscriptions.

The Fifth Resolution is agreed to. It being always understood That the Trades & pendicles in terms of their proposal are only to take the Burthen of the half.

The sixth Article is approved of as a most necessary and prudent one.

The Seventh is approved of and the committee are of the same opinion with the Session That the in present circumstances a Chapple of Ease is the preferable Choice but with the view that an Erection may be afterwards obtained. The Ministers having Agreed & promised to take their turns in the proposed Church with the Incumbant in it.

Lastly In case the Trades & pendicles shall approve of the above resolutions The Committee recommend to them to Appoint a Committee out of each of the Societies with full powers to carry these resolutions into execution and they likewise give it as their opinion That if these Resolutions shall be Approved That it will still be prudent and proper to make another Offer to the Council of receiving their countenance & assistance in Building & furnishing the church. But with this recommendation That no unnecessary time be lost in Waiting for their answer. And they likewise recommend to the Conveener of the Nine Trades & Collector of the Pendicles to bring in the resolution of their different Societies in Writing that they may be laid before the Session And they appoint a Copy of the Sessions resolutions and of this Sederunt to be given into the Conveener & Collector to be laid before their Constituents, And they appoint this Sederunt to be Subscribed by the Moderator of the Kirk session, Conveener & Collector in name of the committee. 

Att Dundee the fifteenth Day of February Seventeen hundred and Seventy two years.

Which Day at a general Meeting of the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee There was laid before them the Sederunt book kept by the Committee appointed by the Kirk Session and Nine Trades for carrying into execution the Resolutions for providing a Fourth place of public Worship and Minister or Preacher for the Town of Dundee. As also an Act of Councill of Date the Tenth Current By which the Town Councall of Dundee make offer to the Trades and Session to build the proposed Kirk upon the Trades and Session Advancing Twelve hundred pounds Sterling and becoming bound to pay Twenty pounds Sterling each Annually in part of the Stipend and the Trades and Session to be allowed a Vote in the election of the Minister But the property of the Kirk and Seats be solely in the magistrates and Town Councall. And the Convener desired the Trades might take the Matters into their consideration. And the Flesher Trade having convened in the Old Church for that purpose and considered the Conduct of the Committee Did Unanimously approve thereof. And having Considered the Offer made by the Magistrates and Opinion of the Conjunct Committee transmitted therewith Did Unanimously Agree That the Offer made by the Magistrates could not be accepted of and Impowered their present Deacon to Report this their Opinion to the convener and that an Answer should be drawn up in Terms of the Committees Opinion and Subscribed by the convener and by him delivered to the Councill. And the Trade hereby Agree That if the Town Councall shall not Agree to Take a Third share of the Expence and Management for that Event they will concur with the other Trades and pendicles in holding a half share of the Expence & Management of the Design. And in case the Magistrates shall take a Third Share as aforesaid they agree and become bound along with the other Trades and pendicles to take a Third Share. And hereby empower their present Deacon to Subscribe a Sederunt along with the Conveener and the other Deacons in the Conveeners Sederunt book to the above Effect and also Impower him, and his Successors in Office to concur with the other Members of the Conjunct Committee in taking every Step necessary for  forwarding & finishing this pious Design.

Innes A. Duffus 
Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee
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