Extracted from the Tailors Minute Book
Dundee 19th Febr 1842

A meeting of the Trade held this day in Mrs Flood’s Vault at 12 o’clock noon.

Deacon Feathers in the Chair

Who after signing the foregoing two Minutes, stated, that this Meeting was called for the purpose of Authoring the Deacon to attend a Meeting, this day at one o’clock – of the Committee of Proprietors of seats; in the West and South Churches – And to receive the offers, and subscribe the same, for the amount of the Trade’s proportion according to the number of sittings belonging to the Trade, in the east church, the only one to be built at present. – 
The amount for the whole Church is estimated at the higher to be £6,000 – there being 1277 sittings. The highest sum per sitting is stated to cost £4.14/-, but it is supposed, not to exceed £4:12:8d. per sitting.
The Deacon was authorised to attend the Meeting, and sign the deed of agreement, binding the Trade to pay their proportion, according to the number of sittings belonging to them.
The following s a copy of the Minute and of the intimation to attend the Meeting.
“Dundee 16 Feby 1842

Sir as Convener of the Committee of proprietors of seats in the East and South Churches of Dundee, appointed on the 16 August last, I now beg to prefix Copy Minute of the Council Committee, and of the Seat Holders. Held on the 14th Instant, respecting the offers given in for re-Erecting the East Church: and request that you will attend a Meeting of the Seat Holders or proprietors of Seats in the East Church, to be held within the Town Hall of Dundee, on Saturday first, the 19th Current, at One o’clock afternoon; or that you will authorise some person to attend for you, for the purpose Specified in the prefixed Minute.
I am sir,

 Your most Obt Servant,

(Signed) William Thoms Convr.”
The Following is the Minute alluded to above:
“At Dundee and within the Town Hall of that Burgh 

The 14th Day Feby 1842. At a Meeting of the Committee of

The Town Council of Dundee, on Church matters, - And of the Committee of Seat-holders in the East Church, &c.,

Present of Council Committee – Bailie Gray – Bailie Hean – 

Dean of Guild Adamson – Messers Alexander Balfour – James

Webster – of the Committee of seat holders – Messers

William Thoms – William Balbirnie – David Shepherd – 

William O. Taylor – Mr Balfour in the Chair

The Council Committee communicated to the Committee of Seat holders, that the offer for erecting the East Church according to the altered Specifications having been received and examined, the same amounted in Whole to £5394:15/- - and the Clerk read to the Meeting the concluding paragraph of the Council Committee Minute of the 10th Current, as to the said offers.
There was also produced and read to the Meeting a note, by Mr Scott, Superintendent of Town’s Works of additions to and deductions from the said Offers and of some additional items – on the whole increasing the amount too the sum of £5704.

The Meeting having considered the communication made to them, were of opinion , that, under no circumstances, could the expence of erecting and completing the East Church exceed £6000, Which, on 1277 sittings it will contain, would amount to £3:12:8d or thereby per sitting.
Marginal Note: Upon narrowly examining the Calculations, subsequent to the Meeting, it appears, that assuming £6000 – (which considerably exceeds the offers and allowance made as above for Architect’s Fees and others)
As the utmost cost, the rate per sitting would be £4:14/-, but it is supposed that it will not exceed that specified in the Minute.

The Committee therefore Unanimously recommend to their respective constituents – viz – The Town Council and the Seat Holders, to resolve immediately to proceed with the Erection of the East Church, according to Mr Burn’s plan and specifications, as unaltered, with the exception of Zinc being to be used for the windows, instead of Cast-iron; and for that purpose, the Committee of the Seat Holders recommend to their Constituents immediately to execute the Deed, which has been revised by this Committee, agreeing to pay their proportions of the expence according to the number of sittings belonging to them respectively, and the Committee resolved to call a meting of the Seat Holders, to be held in the Town Hall of Dundee, on Saturday first, at One o’clock afternoon to receive the report of this Committee.
The Meeting in the meantime directed the deed of agreement by the Seat Holders, which has been prepared and revised to be engrossed and ready for being Subscribed.
The Committee of the seat holders then requested the offers to be shown to Mr Shepherd, one of their number, on the understanding that the particulars of the offers are not to be allowed to transpire.
The Meeting resolved to print the present Minute and to transmit a Copy to each seat-holder, accompanying by a Note calling the Meeting.

Signed Alex. Balfour.”

Dundee 24 June 1845

“At Dundee the sixteenth day of June 1845

At a joint Meeting of the Council Committee

as to the rights and Obligation of the Town 

in regard to the Churches and of the seats

Proprietors in the South Church of Dundee 

Present of the Council Committee:

Provost Brown: Bailie Anderson: Bailie Hean: Messers Easson: Harris
O the Seat Proprietors:

Wm Thoms Esq. Dean of Guild along with Messers R. Anderson and D. Hean and Dr Webster for the Guildry Incorporation.

Messers Jno Kennedy Junior of the Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee

Lyal Neil Deacon of the Maltmen Fraternity
John Millar, Saddler for the Hammerman Trade 

John Young for the Tailor Trade

George Ower, Glazier for the Wright Trade

John Couper for the Baker Trade

Provest Brown in the Chair.

The Minute of the Council Committee as to the rights and obligations of the Town in regard to the Churches dated 12 May last, and the joint Minute of the council committee and Committee of the Kirk Session, 9th June current were respectively read to the meeting.

The Plans of the south Church as proposed to be modified in the interior, prepared by Mr Scott were produced to the Meeting, and Mr Scott who was present, explained that the Plans referred to could be executed at a sum not exceeding Three Pounds per sitting.
The Committee having considered the said Plans and heard Mr Scott’s explanation thereof, approve generally of the proposal contained in the Council Committee Minutes referred to, on the understanding that the expence shall not exceed Three Pounds Three Shillings per sitting, but before determining finaly on the subject, the Committee resolved to meet again on Wednesday the 25th current.
And in the meantime the Representatives of the various Corporations resolved to report the matter to the favourable consideration of their constituents and to report the result to the Adjourned Meeting, the Plans in the meantime to remain in Mr Scott’s Office for examination. The Committee adjourned to Wednesday the 25th Current at 7 o’clock evining. Then to meet within the Town Hall of Dundee.”
Dundee 15h Sept 1845

…the Deacon then stated that in consequence of the rise in wages & materials the Tradesmen’s estimate for rebuilding the South Church had exceeded the Architects calculations so that each sitting would now cost £3:17:6d. instead of £3:3/-, the sum at which the trades agreed to build and he wished the Trade to consider whether they would agree to this additional sum. Mr Feathers moved that the Trade agree to hold their interest in said Church to the amount of £3:17:6d per sitting and that the committee be impowered to agree to any mortification of the plans whereby that above sum may be reduced without injuring the internal appearance or diminishing the stability of the building. Which motion was unanimously agreed to.

Innes A. Duffus 
Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee
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