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1801-1825(D)

1801

September:

Scotland’s first lifeboat station opened at Montrose, Angus.

During the year:

RIGA MERCHANT of Dundee, on passage from Dundee to Norfolk (Va), captured by a French frigate of 32 guns off Ireland. Later recaptured by British Man-Of-War and taken to Galway.

1802


During the year:

Andrew Reddie, Councillor and Shoremaster.

1803

14 May:

George Dempster, M. P., for Dundee addressed the Town Clerk and proposed a motion for the lighting of the Bell, or Cape, Rock. (B)

25 July: 

Newspaper advertisement: The ship LYDIA will sail 25 July taking goods and passengers.

30 November:

Newspaper advertisement: Sale of 1/16 of Brig HELEN of Dundee, being one share of the Dundee Shipping Company’s Stock

James Scott jnr., Agent and Insurance Broker.

26 December:

David Keay, Junior made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Vessel NELLY of Dundee recorded. 

Andrew Reddie, jnr. Councillor and Shoremaster.

1804

13 January:

Newspaper advertisement: Sale of sloop TAY of Dundee, Patrick Smith , master, with her whole Rigging and Furniture, as she presently lies in the harbour of Dundee.

15 January:

BROTHERS INCREASE of Dundee Shipping Company wrecked at St Andrews Bay en route Glasgow to Dundee.

20 January:

Newspaper advertisements: 

First spring ship for RIGA. The Brig INDUSTRY, John Elder, Master; Thomas Maxwell, the Ship’s Husband.

Sale of sloop MARGARET AND BETSY of Dundee, by public roup at the Exchange Coffee House, Dundee. 

For BEHOOF of the UNDERWRITERS:

To be sold by public roup  at the Public Warehouse, Dundee. All the Materials of the schooner MARGARET of Dundee Lately wrecked off Tinmouth. James Scott, Insurance – Broker, Dundee.

11 February:

Sloop GOOD INTENT, Captain Webster, of Dundee. Loaded with coals, was cast on shore about three miles west of Arbroath.

24 February:

Newspaper advertisements: Sale of masts from Sweden from David Blair’s Woodyard, Seagate, Dundee.

2 March: 

Newspaper advertisement: Partners of Dundee Hull Shipping Company to meet in the Sailor’s Hall, Dundee.

20 March: 

Fraternity General Meeting: 

John Berrie made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

23 March:

Newspaper advertisement: West Rope Works, Dundee – sale of St Petersburgh Flax Brack 1801and Riga Hemp Codilla.

13 April: 

Newspaper advertisement:  SEAMEN WANTED – A few good seamen wanted for a regular East-Indiaman. They shall receive Four Guineas Crimpage Money and Five Guineas Bounty. Apply John Ogilvie & son, writers, Dundee.

27 April: 

Newspaper advertisement: Mr Stewart’s Ball to be held in the Sailor’s Hall on 3rd May.

15 September:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

William Mustard admitted a member of the Fraternity.

19 September:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Andrew Craigie & Robert Ross admitted as Mate members of the Fraternity.

18 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Thomas Simpson made a Free Master of the fraternity.

During the year:

Archibald Ogilvie, Councillor and Shoremaster.

1805

19 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

James Brown made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

19 September:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Thomas Gray admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

17 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Alexander Saunders & James Caithness made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

William Mitchell admitted a member of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Reference Drummond’s Lodging (c.1573). This building was located at what was later known as the west side of the Greenmarket. Part of Drummond’s Lodging was put to use as the Custom House for the port of Dundee, at which was collected the shore dues and the Government duties on customs and excise. This use of part of Drummond’s Lodging was this year [1805] discontinued.

1806

17 January:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Robert Taylor made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

14 February: 

Newspaper advertisement: For sale one sixtieth share of the ESTRIDGE, whaler of Dundee on 28th February.

Newspaper advertisement: Sale of Brigantine LARK of Dundee. Apply to Thomas Neish, writer, Dundee, or William Small, writer there.

21 February:

Vessel BRITISH TAR of Dundee, on passage from Labrador to the Mediterranean, was taken by a French squadron and burnt.

14 March:

Vessel WILLIAM of Dundee, Clark Master, in collision with collier on passage to Hull.

21 March: 

Newspaper advertisements: For sale: Sloop MARGARET of Dundee, Peter Birnie, Shipmaster.

PROVIDENCE of Dundee, Lorimer master, sailed from hence on on 9th March with grain for Grangemouth and now feared foundered at sea.

CHANCE of Dundee, Captain Baxter, aground at Widewall in Orkney.

30 March:

TWO BROTHERS of Dundee, Cathro, aground on Carr Rocks.

4 April:

CHANCE of Dundee, Captain Baxter, no damge.

Newspaper advertisement: For sale fresh salmon sold whole at the boil house of J.Grubb at Broughty Ferry at 1/- per pound ready money only.

9 June:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

John Cristie made a Free master of the Fraternity.

13 June:

The Albion Canvas Company, Dundee advertised their mildew proof canvas ‘To Ship-Owners and Sail-Makers’.

4 July:

Sale of JANET of Dundee, built at Arbroath in 1778.

5 July:

William Robertson of Dundee, late Commander and owner of cutter CHARLOTTE, died at Prince of Wales Island, West Indies.

25 July:

The Committee Managing the Patriotic Fund, Lloyd’s, at London has ordered Fifty Pounds Sterling, to be paid to John Urquhart, weaver in this place [Dundee], and his family, in consequence of the loss of his son John, a young tar, wounded on board H. M. Ship COLOSSUS in the ever memorable battle off Trafalgar, [20 October 1805] and who since died of his wounds.

ESTRIDGE arrived from Davis’s Straits Fishing on Monday having 5 ½ fish and 115 tons oil. Newspaper advertisement: Sale of Brigantine BRITTANIA of Dundee, built at Dundee in 1800. Well found and shifts light.

8 August:

ADVICE whaler arrived 3rd August with 6 fish and about 90 tons oil.

25 August: 

Advertisement: For sale 1/16 share of the Brigantine NORVAL of Dundee, Smart, Master.

1 September:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

William Nicol made a Free master of the Fraternity.

3 October:

Newspaper advertirement:

Dundee Whale Fishing Company: For sale one share in the Company’s stock comprising the Whale ships MARY ANNE and HORN.

11 October

First meeting of Camperdown Club formed in Dundee after Duncan’s victory. Provost Alexander Riddoch in the Chair and venue was Morren’s Inn. [Located at south end of present Reform Street.] Admiral Duncan’s two sons, Viscount Duncan and Hon., Captain Henry Duncan, R. N., were present.

6 November:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Peter Ogilvie made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

22 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

David Baxter made a Free Mate of the Fraternity.

William Deuchars made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Camperdown Club, second meeting:

William Lindsay, Chairman; Reverend Thomas Raitt Secretary; and Alexander Pitcairn, Croupier.

David Hazeel, Councillor and Shoremaster.

 ProvostAlexander Riddoch, Shoremaster.

1807

15 January:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Robert Lithgow; David Lanceman; David Webster & James Cabel Junior made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

17 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

James Young; John Tod & made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

Alexander Murdoch admitted a member of the Fraternity.

16 June:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Alexander Caird made a Free Master of the Fraternity. 

15 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

George Norie; John Ratray & Alexander Caithness made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

During the year: 

HEBE of Dundee, David Clark Master, George Clark, owner. 

Brigantine BELLONA built by Kewans & Horn, Dundee for Thomas Kidd, Dundee.

1808

20 December:

William Foreman made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Camperdown Club:


Alexander Pitcairn, Chairman,


Alexander Guthrie of Craigie, croupier.

Colin Symers, Treasurer (of Town Council), Shoremaster.

1809

21 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

James Webster; James young; David Clark & William Christopher  made Free Masters of the Fraternity. William Machan admitted a member of the Fraternity.

25 August: 

The vessel LONDON PACKET of Dundee, Wishart, Master, collided with JENNY of North Shields which sunk with loss of ten lives.

19 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

James Abbot, Master & Robert Norie made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

28 December:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Andrew Houie; David Salmon & David Caithness made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Shipbuilding Yard opened by James Smart at Seagate, Dundee. (Son of Robert Smart, Boatbuilder, Bo’ness.)

Shipbuilding yard opened by Kewans and Horn at Craig [Craig Pier], Dundee. 

Thomas Webster, jnr., Merchant Councillor, Shoremaster.

David Hazeel, Treasurer (of Town Council), Shoremaster.
1810

14 February:

Brigantine BELLONA, (built at Dundee in 1803) on passage in 36º North,  35º West, taken by the French Frigate INVINCIBLE. On 17 March 1810 Captain Robert Ross wrote from Bordeaux and reported crew all safe.

2 March:

Tay Shipping Company smack KINLOCH taken off Huntlyfoot by French privateer FURY. On 12 March 1810 Captain James Mill wrote from Dunkirk saying he was a prisoner there.

20 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Charles Lyon made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

Alexander Martin  & William Adamson admitted as members of the Fraternity.

19 June:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Alexander Rintoul admitted a member of the Fraternity.

18 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Charles Brown; David Dick; Robert Simpson; David Clark & John Calman made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

19 December: 

War ships, Frigates NYMPHEN and PALLAS lost near Dundee as the result of the light from a lime kiln on the Haddingtonshire coast being mistaken for the coal light on May Island.  

During the year: 

Newspaper advertisements: ROODYARDS – Valuable property for sale. Property has wharf to South West with 10’ to 15’ alongside. Suitable for distillery, foundry, shipbuilding or drydock.

The Tay Shipping Company’s vessels all armed by the Government and due to sail:


PERTHSHIRE, William Mudie;

   FIFE PACKET, William Burgan;


DEFIANCE, William Watson; 

   STRATHMORE, William Henderson;

BROUGHTY CASTLE, Willaam Symes. THE KINLOCH, James  Mills.
1811

25 July:

Newspaper advertisement: Sale of sloop CONCORD of Dundee.

17 September:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Mark Christopher & John Tosh admitted as Mate members of the Fraternity.

17 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Charles Beats; Alexander Bowman; David Greig & John Watson made Free Masters. 

William Mudie; Alexander Ormond; John Ross John Wishart; David Calman and  James Clark admitted as members of the Fraternity.

George Deuchars; William Gibson; David Hutton; David Ritchie & George Valentine admitted as Seaman members of the Fraternity.

1812

15 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:


David Boyack admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

John Foreman; Robert Kidd; William Martin & William Wann admitted as members of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Scholars attending Mr Barrie’s Marine and Mercantile School presented him with an elegant pair of globes as testimony to his teaching. William Fisher made the presentation.

Thomas Webster, Treasurer (of Town Council), Shoremaster.

1813

15 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

James Patrick  and Lanceman Webster admitted members of the Fraternity.

10 September:

The Tay shipping Company’s smack DEFIANCE left London 5 September at 6 o’clock  and arrived at Dundee ten hours before the mail coach.

21 September:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Alexander Mitchell; John Boyack; David Boyack; John Wilson; William Martin & James Martin admitted Mate member of the Fraternity.

21 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

William Gibson admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

During the year:

RENOWN, Captain Raitt of Dundee in Atlantic, found and boarded H. M. S. DAUNTLESS, dismasted and deserted by entire crew. DAUNTLESS was thought to have been previously captured by a privateer. Weather too bad for RENOWN to hold DAUNTLESS and RENOWN left her.

Provost Alexander Riddoch, Shoremaster.

1814

8 February:

Commercial Association for Insurance of Vessels. The Secretary attended at the Sailor’s Hall (Trinity House) every lawful day from 8th February to 1st March to receive subscriptions.

15 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

John Fife admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

James Barron; David Foreman & Robert Coupar admitted as members.

March:

TAY, wood paddle steamer 60’ long and 12’ 6” beam built by James Smart, Dundee for James Robertson of Dundee. TAY was the first steamship built in Dundee and was engined by Robertson, who built the engine for pioneer steamship COMET in 1812 for Harry Bell, Glasgow. TAY sailed for three years on Dundee-Perth service then was sold to Glasgow.

June:

Steam Ship CALEDONIA built by James Smart, Dundee for James Robertson, Dundee. First vessel to navigate open seas off English coast under steam. Newcastle Chronicle of 17th September 1814 reported vessel reached Shields from Dundee in 27 hours. [NOTE: In 1959, the magazine ‘Sea Breezes’ reported CALEDONIA was the first steamboat to sail up River Trent in 1814.]

17 December:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Andrew Barron admitted a member of the Fraternity.

20 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

William Adamson, joined 20 March 1810, Alexander Rintoul, joined 19 June 1810 and Adam Christopher made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

George Deuchars & David Hutton and George Valentine, Seaman member 17 December 1811, admitted as Mate members of the Fraternity.

John Kincannon; Andrew Keddie & John Kincaid admitted as members.

During the year:

William Pitcairn, Shoremaster.

James Gray, Shoremaster.

1815

Until this year the Harbour of Dundee was operated by the Town Council. From this year to 1830 the Harbour of Dundee was operated by Harbour Commissioners.

3 February:

Meeting of Guildry and Nine Incorporated Trades to discuss the proposed Harbour Bill. Meeting attended by, et al: Thomas Neish; James Cabel, Shipmaster; Walter Newal, Shipowner; John Gibson, Shipmaster and James Lawson, Shipowner.

11 February: 

The Guildry Incorporation of Dundee: Re: Harbour Commissioners: The first Act of Parliament for improving the Harbour was passed on 4th July 1815. By the bill the Commissioners were to be composed of members of Town Council, Incorporations, &c. As the names of the first Commissioners were to be inserted in the bill, the “Guildry Committee” called a meeting of the Incorporation, to be held in the Guild Hall this day, for the purpose of electing five of their number to be the proposed Commissioners from the Guildry for managing the affairs of the Harbour. The sederunt contains the names of 120 Guild brethren, and they elected Commissioners, but carefully guarded themselves from expressing approval of the bill, as they had then not seen it. (Warden)

20 February: 

Newspaper advertisement: 

Notice to Shipowners: 

The Annual General Meeting of the members of the Commercial Association for the Insurance of Vessels belonging to Dundee and River Tay, and employed in the coasting and foreign trades, will be held in the Guildhall, Dundee on Friday the 7th day of April next at the due o’clock noon. James Watt, Secretary

12 May:

Annual General Meeting of Tay Whale Fishing Company.

19 May:

Tay Shipping Company’s FIFE PACKET left London 14 May and arrived at Dundee Tuesday 14 May, one day sooner than the Mail [ Stage Coach].

2 June:

Sinking of a pinnace operating as a ferry on River Tay.

10 June:

Ferries from Dundee and Broughty Ferry to Fife reported as improved.

21 July:

Dundee whalers returned from Arctic.

Dundee Harbour Bill then an Act of Parliament.

28 July:

Newspaper advertisement: 

The Commisioners acting under the Dundee Harbour Act, are to LICENSE a sufficient number of PILOTS for conducting vessels out of and in to the River Tay. Persons intending to apply for licenses, may address their applications in writing to James Saunders, Clerk to the Commissioners.

3 October: 

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

John Clark, Boxmaster.

20 October:

Newspaper advertisement for  sales of about 30 tons of whale fins.

19 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

John Wishart, joined 17 December 1817, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

Nathaniel Young made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

William Drummond admited a Mate member of the Fraternity.


David Jack; David Rait; John Spink & Alexander Craig admitted a member of the Fraternity.

29 December:

Newspaper advertisement: 

WANTED for the Tay Whale Fishing Company. Eight STOUT lads, as APPRENTICES to the SEA For particulars apply to David Brown, Manager, Dundee.

During the year:

RIVER TAY FERRIES

Up to 25 ferries operated from Dundee to Newport and Woodhaven and one ferry sank with the loss of 17 lives. 

Intended for the Broughty Ferry – Tayport Ferry Service:

The second of twin hull vessels built in Dundee was named GEORGE THE FOURTH. Length 90 feet; Beam 29 feet; depth of hold 6 feet 8 inches; light draft 4 feet 6 inches; loaded draft 5 feet 4 inches. Vessel fitted with twin engines of 20 h.p. each driving a paddle wheel 14 feet in diameter and 7 feet wide.

Provost John Guild, Shoremaster. 

William Pitcairn, Merchant in Dundee, Shore Master.

1816

1 January: 

George Clark, Boxmaster of Seamen’s Fraternity of Dundee was recorded as a Commissioner appointed by Act of Parliament passed in the fifty-fifth year of the Reign of His present Majesty intitled “An act for improving the Harbour of Dundee in the County of Forfar”.

16 February:

Advertisements for the following sailings from Dundee:

Brig PSYCHE for New York;


Brig HERCULES of Dundee for Quebec, Thomas Neish, Broker;


Brig FORTUNE for Charleston;


Brig THISTLE for Rotterdam.

18 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Thomas Erskine admitted a member of the Fraternity.

14 June:

James Blair, Tide Surveyor; William Imrie, David Black, John Hamilton, David Pitkethy, William Kerr, and John Dow, boatmen belonging to the Revenue of Customs at the port [Dundee]; seized from seven North Highlanders 170 gallons of smuggled whisky.

19 July:

Newspaper advertisement: 

A young man, bred to the sea, well acquainted with the Baltic, West Indies and North America, is desirous in consequence of the peace, to be employed as master of a vessel trading to the seas above named. Undeniable references, &c. can be given to a most respectable house in London, and to persons in Dundee. Any person wanting a master for a vessel, may apply to the Office of this Paper. Money is not an object to the advertiser – it being employment he wants.

26 July:

Newspaper advertisement: 

For sale the following vessels belonging to Mr James Lawson, shipowner in  Dundee:- Brigantine GLASGOW, 164 tons register; Brigantine NORVAL, 140 tons register; Schooner NELLY, 77 tons register; Hull of a vessel lately launched about 320 tons.

24 August:

Young lad in vessel HORN, whaler, fell from mizzen-top-gallant-yard as she arrived in Dundee. Injured and being treated.

26 August:

DAVID AND JEAN, Nicol master, struck a rock near the harbour [Dundee].

30 August:

   All whalers have returned and the season has been propitious to their toil. The general result is 76 fish estimated at about 979 tons of oil, which, at £25 per tun would amount to £24,795.

6 September:

Newspaper advertisements:

Sale of property at Roodyards for £1600 at east end of Dundee and bounded by river Tay to the south and the road leading from Dundee to Broughty Ferry to the north. A most eligible situation for a building yard and graving dock. The property deserves the attention of any shipbuilder or capital. 

Dissolution of the Tay Shipping Company of Dundee and sale of vessels: 

Smacks:  BROUGHTY CASTLE;  MARQUIS OF HUNTLY; DEFIANCE; FIFE PACKET; PERTHSHIRE; STRATHMORE. Lighters: ANNFIELD; MAY and FORTHER.

13 September:

Published at Dundee: a New publication “A Short System of Practical Navigation” by William Innes, Teacher of Navigation at Dundee.

20 September:

The next examination of the Orphans School is to take place at the Sailor’s Hall on 25th September, including to judge what progress the children have made.

4 October:

Death of Captain James Cabel, of the ship CALEDONIA of this port, died at St Thomas’ [West Indies] on 15 July.

9 October: 

The Guildry Incorporation of Dundee: Re:Harbour Commissioners: 

The first Act of Parliament for improving the harbour was passed on 4 July1816. At the next election of Commissioners, held on 9 October 1816, 151 Guild brethren were present and the following was recorded. At this time local politics greatly agitated the community. Much ill-feeling was displayed at the meeting regarding the disputes between the Magistrates and Council and their adherents, on the one side, and the leading members of the Guildry, who were fighting to relieve the Corporation from the thraldom of the Council, on the other. Such displays were common at all the meetings of the Guildry until their usurped privileges were restored. (Warden)

24 October:

Notice from Northern Lighthouse Board their intention to build a light at Corsewall Point. 

22 November:

MARY of Dundee, Captain Simpson, in Firth of Forth collided with ELEANORA of Dundee, owner Anderson of Dundee. ELEANORA sank and crew of three landed at Burntisland.

13 December:

ANN AND ELIZABETH of Dundee, Smith master, sank about three miles off St Abbs Head. Crew safe.

17, 18, 19, 20 December:

Fraternity Committee and General Meetings:

William Drummond; George Deuchars & William Wann made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

Aaron Lithgow; John Jack & Robert Martin admitted as members of the Fraternity. 

William Arklay admitted a member of the Fraternity. Died before being made a Free member of the Fraternity.

During the year:

John Calman, shipbuilder, was Treasurer to Town Council of Dundee.

James Smith, jnr., Merchant Councillor, Shoremaster.

The following marine chart was published by the Fraternity:

Intitled: Nautical Survey Firth of Tay by Robert Stevenson, F.R.S.E. 1816, engraved:

‘By order of The Corporation of Trinity House,Dundee, George Clark, Esq., Master. 

‘The Chart Includes a Note: “A pilot vessel is always at anchor or under weigh near ‘the Fairway buoy unless driven into the Tay by stress of weather.’ [NOTE: Survey was republished (with corrections) in 1855 q.v.]


1817

3 January:

Newspaper advertisement: Dundee vessels MARY ANN and HORN for sale.

24 January: 

Newspaper advertisement: William Walker, boatbuilder, is to commence business in the boatbuilder line, on Monday 27th current, in that shed east side of the Sailor’s Hall, Dundee.

7 February:

Newspaper advertisements:  

Notice to Mariners regarding River Tay issued by the Parliamentary Commission for the Improvement of the Harbour of Dundee. (Signed by) James Saunders, Clerk to the Commission. 

Notice to Mariners regarding wreck of brigantine PEACE. (Signed by) James Saunders, Clerk to the Parliamentary Commissioners for the Improvement of the Harbour of Dundee.

The brig SCOTSCRAIG to be sold; measuring 143 and 53/94 tons. Built in 1812 and fit to be sent immediately to sea.

Sailing advice: VENERABLE, A.1. Aaron Lithgow, master, for Kingston, Jamaica.

 28 February:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

Agreed this incorporation (the Fraternity) to be represented by one Director on the board of the Lunatic Asylem1

Newspaper comment that the most permanent bodies in Dundee were:

Town Council;
The Guildry; The Nine Trades; The Three United Trades; 

The Maltmen; The Fraternity of Seamen.

Newspaper advertisement: 

For St Petersburgh town, to sail the first week of April. The Schooner COMMERCE, A.1. David Clark, master. For freight apply John Gray, Dundee.

16 March:

George Caithness admitted a member of the Fraternity.

19 March: 

James Smart, Shipbuilder, [later Boxmaster of the Fraternity] named a Commissioner appointed by an Act of Parliament for improving the Harbour of Dundee.

18 April:

Tay Shipping Company dissolved.

13 June:

Newspaper advertisement: 

Wanted: Two apprentices for the Shore-Dues Office. Apply to Thomas Neish, jnr., or William Hackney, Dundee.

4 July:

The smack ACTIVE, Captain Lyall arrived at Dundee from Liebau and the brig OLIVE, from Riga, the former in thirty and the latter in thirty-one days out and home. Being, we are informed, the quickest voyages ever made from this or perhaps any port.

25 July: 

The Guildry Committee agreed quarterly dinners be held and the first was on 21 July. 

Toasts included: From the Seamen’s Fraternity: 

‘May all hands be at their quarters, and their Steersman never yaw.’

15 August:

The following advice received re Dundee whalers:


ADVICE, four fish;
 
FRIENDSHIP, seven fish;


HORN, eight fish;
 
TAY, seven fish; 


MARY-ANNE, twelve fish;
THREE BROTHERS, eight fish.

22 August:

Whaler MARY-ANNE arrived from David Strait on 21 August and twelve fish, a full ship. Will produce about 180 to 190 tuns of oil producing, at £40, about £7600.

28 August:

Largest ship built on River Tay, somewhat over 350 tons burden was launched from Mr Calman’s Dock, Dundee.

16 September:

Fraternity General Meeting: 

John White admitted a member of the Fraternity.

14 November:

Brig LAUREL of Dundee arrived Dundee on 9 November with two crew of STRATHMORE, which sank on 15 October off the Rugen Islands while on passage to Dantzig.

16 & 17 December:

Fraternity Committee and General Meetings:

William Martin, joined 15 December 1812 and Lanceman Webster, joined 15 March 1813, made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

George Lindsay & George Lindsay admitted as members of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Brig NEILSON, 149 tons, built at Dundee.

George Thoms and John Calman named Members of the Town Council.

Bailie David Brown, Harbour Commissioner, Shoremaster. 

John Calman, shipbuilder, Town Council Treasurer. 

1818

2 January:

Newspaper advertisements: Goods for sale:


From Alexander Milne – 300 barrels tar; 12 barrels pitch; 100 pints honey.


From Ball & Balfour – Leibau Flax and Hemp.


From Brown & Edie – Quebec staves, oak logs and red pine.


Sloop VINE for sale, built in Dundee in 1814.

16 January:

Meeting of Dundee Burgesses:  Mr George Clark Master of Trinity House, Dundee moved that the Seamen Fraternity should have the election of the Shoremaster. The Shoremaster should be a professional man and the Seamen Fraternity were the best judges of who was most capable for the office. Mr. Clark went on to say the Fraternity, to which he belonged, was possessed of a Royal Charter; it [the Fraternity] controlled the navigation in the River; and had the power of managing its own affairs. In fact it was a corporate body and could sue or be sued in any court of the British empire. A long debate ensued.

Notice to Shipowners:

The Annual General Meeting of the Members of the Commercial Association for the Insurance of Vessels belonging to Dundee and river Tay, to be held in the Seamen’s Hall on Saturday 7th February at eleven o’clock forenoon.

23 January:

One of the men navigating a barge of stones from Mylnefield Quarry to Dundee was struck by the main boom and driven into the River. His body has not been found.

Newspaper advertisement: 

Sale of Barquentine, or Snow, ROSINA of Dundee, built at Dundee under the inspection of Alexander Caithness, late owner, in the year 1815. Apply to John Calman, shipbuilder in Dundee.

Captain Buchan of the PIKE, sloop of war, recently returned from Newfoundland, is appointed to the expedition to the North Pole. Captain Ross is the other officer who proceeds thither.

17 April:

By advice from Iceland, it appears the ship AUTUMN, David Batchelor, master, belonging to and bound for this port with a cargo from Quebec, was wrecked on that island in the night between 28th and 29th October last; when all on board perished.

12 June:

Letter to newspaper regarding the introduction of Steam Ferries on the Tay included the following: 

“In place of handy, active sailors, the lieges would, in the latter  case, be floated across the “river by  a few scorched engineers and mechanics.” And quoted an old seaman, on seeing “arrival of a steam ferry from Perth: “If those vessels come into general use, there is an end to “the glory of Britain; for, in place of good seamen we shall have nothing but engineers, and “smiths, and turners, and iron founders, to defend our country.”

16 July:

Extract Act of the Convention of Burghs refusing the Petition of the Three United Trades and Seamen Fraternity against the Alteration of the Sett [municipal constitution] dated 16 July 1818, in respect the Petitioners had no interest in the political constitution of the Burgh.

4 September:

Robert Stevenson’s report on the improvement of the Ferry (across the Tay), included a description of the vessel: Double hull with one wheel that works in between. Building to be done in Liverpool for the proprietor Mr. French, who also superintended the building.

16 September:

 Thomas, George, Shipmaster, paid £10 sterling. (LB)

14 and 15 December:

Fraternity Committee and General Meetings:

Robert Kidd. Joined 15 December 1820, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

Robert Ross; Ronald Spink & Andrew Ogilvie admitted members of the Fraternity.

26 December:

CYGNET Master Captain Henderson, arrived from Inverkeithing with coals.

During the year:

The Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee

James Smart (Ship builder & Model Maker) Boxmaster of the Fraternity. presented a model of ship-of-war LORD DUNCAN to the Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee. Broughty Ferry to Tayport ferry service then provided by five boats and six boatmen.

   NEILSON, 149 tons and built 1817, now owned by Neish & Smart, Dundee.

   NELLY of Dundee, first recorded in 1803, now owned by J. Lawson, Dundee. Bailie George Thoms, Harbourmaster

Bailie John Calman, Harbour Commissioner

James Smith (living in High St.), Shoremaster

1819

15 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Robert Harman; Alexander Fyffe &John Fyffe admitted members of the Fraternity.

14 May: 

John Calman, Shipbuilder, was elected Master and Boxmaster of the Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee.

15 May:

An iceberg six miles long stranded upon the island of Foula, most westerly of the Shetland Islands.

15 June:

Fraternity General Meeting:

James Barron, joined 15 March 1814, John Kincannon, joined 20 December 1814, Andrew Kiddie, joined 20 December 1814 and Alexander Mitchell, joined 21 Sept-ember 1813, made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

18 June:

Newspaper advertisements: 

For Sale: 730 bolls barley, of good quality and fit for malting; lately landed ex OLIVE, Andrew Ogilvie master, from Memel. [Note: One boll weighed 800 pounds.) 

Sale of shipping: 1. Sloop CLIO built 1815; 2. 1/16 of brig GOWAN of Dundee, James Webster, master; 3. 1/16 of the Middle Bank Sand Boat.

6 August: 

Newspaper advertisement: 

For Sale: One fourth share of sloop ELIZA of Dundee, William Mustard, master.

27 August:

Died at Surabaya, Batavia, on 3rd September last, Peter Kirkwood of Dundee, Midshipman in MARCHIONESS OF EXETER, East Indiaman.

3 September:

Captain James Sturrock, of the brig SCOTIA, of Dundee, died on 22 July at Norfolk Virginia. Captain Sturrock first gained command at the age of nineteen.

17 September:

David Blair, Shoremaster.

1 October:

James Smith (of High Street), Shoremaster.


21 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

John Kincaid, joined 20 December 1814, David Riat, joined 19 December 1815 and Thomas Erskine, joined 18 March 1816, made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

Robert Fleming; James Martin, Lightkeeper & W.O. Taylor admitted members of the Fraternity.

27 December:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

James Lyell admitted a member of the Fraternity.

Thoms, William, Shipmaster, right Helen Spence, daughter Adam Spence, silk dyer. (LB)

During the year:


Camperdown Club,

Hon., William Maule, Chairman,

Alexander Guthrie of Craigie, croupier.

CYGNET, Captain John Henderson of Dundee, sailed from River Forth to Quebec and Montreal.

Bailie James Gray, Merchant Councillor, Shoremaster.

James Smith (High St.), Merchant Councillor, Shoremaster.

1820
21 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

David Jack, joined 19 September 1815 and  John Spink,joined 19 December 1815, made  Free Masters of the Fraternity.

Robert Couper admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

Andrew Greig & Alexander Japp admitted members of the Fraternity.

19 December:

Fraternity General Meeting:

John Boyack, admitted September 1813, Andrew Barron, admitted 17 December 1814 and Geo. Deuchars, admitted 17 December 1816, made Free Masters.


Wm. Nicol & James Webster, ERASMUS, admitted members of the Fraternity.

During the year:


A description of Dundee in 1820 included:

The river was then accessible to the inhabitants for bathing in its waters and recreation along its banks. Roodyards and Yeaman Shore were favourite bathing-places for the middle and lower classes. The gentry, most of whom lived in villas est and west of the town along the river bank, had private access to the river by means of doorways in the south walls of their gardens from which they could at the proper state of tide emerge and enjoy the luxury of a plunge.

The small steamer CALEDONIA sailed between Dundee and Perth once or twice a week during the summer season, but never ‘went to sea’ in winter.

Sloop rigged barges were the means of transportation adopted for conveying building stones from Kingoodie Quarry to Dundee. These vessels on arrival at high tide opposite Yeaman Shore cast their cargoes into the flood, and these at the ebb tide formed cairns on the beach, which were gradually diminished by removal in carts as required for the builders’ purposes. A voyage to Kingoodie was then an effort of sea-manship – vessels even on so short a voyage being, from the nature of the cargo, liable to founder ‘at sea’. The estuary of the Tay was thereofre then looked upon by the skippers of these barges as an important arm of the German Ocean – one of them remarking to a friend that he was never happier than when ‘at sea’.

Shipbuilding and timber yards occupied the whole space between Yeaman Shore and the Craig Pier, which latter consisted of a sloping wharf, projecting into the river a few yards only.

There was then no steamer on the Tay Ferry. The whole traffic was carried on by ‘pinnaces’, two masted boats with lugger sails, one of which craft, on a stormy night, foundered in the middle of the river on its return trip from Newport, when all on board, crew of boatmen and passengers were drowned.

Another boat, about the same time, was also lost on a Sunday with a party of pleasure on board, all being drowned, among whom was the owner, a public local character, going under the popular appelation of ‘Cossack Jack’.

The frequency of these accidents, and the increasing traffic on the ferry, caused a general demand for larger and safer accommodation, and accordingly the present piers were constructed at both sides of the river, and a steamboat on the ‘twin’ principle [double hull] , and named the UNION, was built and laid on the passage.

There were no wet docks as earl Grey’s and King William’s Docks were then under construction.

Shore Terrace and Dock Street only extended as far eastward as Castle street, all to the eastward being occupied as shipbuilding and timber yards. The buildings forming the north side of Dock Street were founded on what then constituted the bed of the river.

Kewan’s shipbuilding yard occupied the ground later occupied by the Caledonian Hotel, the whole space constituting West Dock Street and westward to Lindsay Street being covered by the tide, and forming part of the West Tide Harbour.

160 vessels of 17,000 Gross Tons belonged to the port and were manned by 1,400 men and boys. (B)

This year and to c.1840, Broughty Castle was a coastguard signalling station.

NELLY of Dundee, first recorded in 1803, sold by J. Lawson, Dundee to W. Nicol, Dundee. 

John Thain, Trades Councillor, Shoremaster.

Patrick Anderson of Laws, Harbour Commissioner.

1821

18 March:

Fraternity General Meetings:

18 March;

Robert Mavery & John White admitted members of the Fraternity.

20 March:

James Ireland admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

James Caithness admitted a member of the Fraternity.

21 May:

George Banks admitted a member of the Fraternity.

20 July:

Reported that a Newport Steamer was launched from Mr. Brown’s yard in Perth.

Fraternity General Meetings:

18 September:

Thomas Balfour admitted a member of the Fraternity.

16, 18 and 21 December:

George Thoms, joined 16 December 1817, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

John Jack, joined 19 September 1815, George Lindsay, joined 16 December 1816 and John White, joined 16 September 1817, made Free Masters of the Fraternity. Robert Harman, joined 16 December 1819 made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

During the year: 

Re: NEILSON, Neish & Smart, Dundee, owners.

At Havana the Master, the Mate, the man and the boy died of yellow fever. The vessel was quarantined at Gothenburg for 14 days, then to St Petersburg to load for Dundee. On arrival at St Petersburg, Customs found clothing of the dead crew and ordered these [the clothing] be ‘sunk in the river’.

Provost David Brown, Harbour Commissioner.

John Thain, Shoremaster.
1822

23 January:

Newspaper report:  

“As the ship ALEXANDER was clearing the harbour for New Orleans she fired a salute with her guns, sounds which have not stunned the ears of our peaceful citizens since the London steamers ceased to waste their  powder to celebrate the King’s birthday.”

Fraternity Meetings:

19 March:

Aaron Lithgow, admitted 17 December 1816 and  George Caithness, joined 16 March 1817, made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

James Farmer & William Mill admitted members of the Fraternity. 

18 June:

Simon Duff Brown admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

17 December:

Ronald Spink, joined 14 December 1818, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

Thomas Barron; James Gregory; Thomas McIntosh & John A. Erskine admitted members of the Fraternity.

During the year:


NEILSON sold by Neish & Smart to John Peter of Dundee, Master and owner.

William Mills, was teacher at Navigation Academy, Trinity House, Yeaman Shore.

At about this time Ship building yards at Broughty Ferry were:

1. At east corner Douglas Terrace;

2. At east corner James Place;

3. At Railway Harbour site just east of Castle.

Vessels and crews of the port of Dundee amounted to 158 vessels of 16,572 tons and crewed by 1361 masters and seamen.

David Brown, Merchant Councillor, Harbour Commissioner.

Alexander Balfour, Merchant Councillor, Shoremaster.

Captain James Cattanach, of Dundee.

1823

Fraternity Meetings:

16 March:

John Miller admitted a member of the Fraternity.

18 March:

Thomas Barklay & David Ritchie admitted members of the Fraternity.

17 June:

Andrew Philips admitted a member of the Fraternity.

16 December:

John Fyffe, joined 15 March 1819, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

James Martin, Lightkeeper, joined 21 December 1819 and W.O. Taylor, joined 21 December 1819, made Free Masters of the Fraternity.

James Fife John Mackie; David Nicoll; Thomas Webster & John Young admitted members of the Fraternity.

17 December:

Alexander Brown admitted a member of the Fraternity.

During the year:

Bailie James Gray, Harbour Commissioner.

Alexander Balfour, Shoremaster. 

Bailie John Calman, Harbour Commissioner.

John Thain, Merchant Councillor, Shoremaster.
1824

The Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee (elected 11 December 1823). 

At the Seamen Hall,Yeaman Shore, elected:

Captain William Nicoll Boxmaster

David Foreman Officer of Trinity House.

The Boxmaster was an ex-officio Commissioner of the Harbour Commissioners.

16 March:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Robert Fleming, joined 21 December 1819, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

Peter Roger admitted a member of the Fraternity.

12 April

Brig HELEN of Dundee, built 1821, Owner - Captain James Soot, Dundee; Master - Captain Thomas Erskine, on passage from Dundee to Montreal with 12 crew and 17 passengers was wrecked on an unknown reef 6 to 7 miles off Rockall. Sixteen passengers refused to leave the vessel and were drowned. The only passenger surviving was Alexander Spalding. The reef off Rockall was thereafter known as Helen Reef.

21 September:

Fraternity General Meeting:

Alexander Japp, joined 21 March 1820, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

John Pattullo admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

William Milne & James Ogilvie admitted members of the Fraternity.

24 November

The first ‘wet dock’ formally opened when the smack LORD KINNAIRD, a Dundee and London trader entered the lock. The dock was named the King William’s Dock. 

21 December 1824:

Fraternity General Meeting:

John Kennedy admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

John Blewes; James Deuchars; David Duff; John Gallacher; William Jack; David Mitchell and John Kennedy admitted Mate members of the Fraternity.

22 December:

Fraternity Committee Meeting:

James Lyell, joined 27 December 1819, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.


Robert Marens (Mearns) & David Wann admitted members of the Fraternity.

During 1824:

William Mills, a teacher at Navigation Academy, Trinity House, Yeaman Shore, was also a vintner in the Fishmarket.


Ship EMMA, owners: David Crighton; James Thain; William Davidson and John Thain, all of Dundee. 

Steam Packet HERO of Dundee, John Boyack, Master.

Steam Packet ATHOLL, Captain Turpie.

Shipbuilding yard opened by John Calman at East Shore, Dundee.

Tay Whaling Company sent three whalers north – ESTRIDGE; ADVICE; and PRINCESS CHARLOTTE. Provisions for the three ships included:


228 gallons rum;


12 hogsheads beer;


5 gallons strong ale;


1 hogshead porter;


1 ½ gallons gin;



18 bottles wine;


14 pounds tea;



8 pounds coffee;


7 tons beef;



3 tons pork;


20 bolls oatmeal; [1 Boll = 800 pounds]
4 hundredweight cheese [448 pounds];


3 hundredweight butter [336 pounds];
1 hundredweight sugar [112 pounds];


plus split peas, barley, potatoes, etc.

   David Souter, Shoremaster.

1825
The Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee (elected December 1824).

Seamen’s Hall, Yeaman Shore

Captain William Nicoll Boxmaster

David Foreman Officer

David Souter Shoremaster

The Boxmaster was an ex-officio Commissioner of the Harbour Commissioners.

15 and 17 March:

Fraternity Meetings: 

Wm Nicol, joined 19 December 1820, made a Free Master of the Fraternity.

Andrew Fleming admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

24 June

Ship MYRTLE of Dundee, Master Charles Tosh.

20 September:

Fraternity General Meeting:

William Ferguson; David Brown; Thomas Glenday &William Nicol, Junior, admitted members of the Fraternity.

19 October: 

George Clark and James Ogilvie, both Shipowners, named as Commissioners under an Act of Parliament for improving the Harbour of Dundee. Both members of the Fraternity of Masters and Seamen in Dundee.

24 November:

King William IV Dock opened.

14 December:

David Ramsay & Adam Webster admitted as Mate members of the Fraternity.

15, 20 and 25 December:

Fraternity Meetings:

George Kidd, joined 15 December 1818, Thomas Balfour, joined 18 September 1821and James Webster, joined 19 December 1820, made Free Masters.

Robert Tosh admitted a Mate member of the Fraternity.

William Bennet; Robert Abbot; John Keillor, JANNET; James Young Jnr; David McNab & Thomas Morris admitted members of the Fraternity.

During the year:


Provost David Brown, Harbour Commissioner.

John Sturrock, Dean of Guild, Shoremaster.
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