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Dundee Submarine Memorial 1939-1945

Honouring Gallantry and Commemorating Sacrifice

A memorial at Victoria Dock, Dundee Harbour

Of all the branches of men in the Forces, there is none which shows
more devotion and faces grimmer perils than the submariner. Great
deeds are done in the air and on the land; nevertheless, nothing

surpasses your exploits.

Winston Churchill.
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Still on Patrol

Dundee Submarine Memorial 1939-1945

Dundee was, from 1940 to 1946, the home port of the Royal Navy's 9" Submarine Flotilla, a
unique international force composed of British units along with Free French, Dutch,
Norwegian and Polish crews after those latter countries had been overrun by the Nazis.
Russian submarine crews were also based in Dundee in the summer of 1944.

Six British, Dutch, Norwegian and Russian submarines were lost while on patrol from
Dundee. Dundee Submarine Memorial will commemorate the 296 sailors and commandos
who are ‘Still on Patrol’ and honour the extraordinary gallantry of all the British, French,
Polish, Norwegian, Dutch and Russian submariners who went on patrol from the River Tay.

Entitled Still on Patrol and designed by artists Jeremy Cunningham and Paul Grime, the
striking memorial will be built next to the Clocktower development in the centre of Dundee’s
Victorian Dock complex. The site and generous funding support have been provided by
Unicorn Property Group, lead developers in the regeneration of Dundee’s Central
Waterfront. The memorial will be dedicated in a formal ceremony at 11.00 a.m. on
Thursday, 17 September 2009.

Historical Background

In late summer 1939, as war clouds gathered, Britain’s most modern and powerful
submarine flotilla, the 2nd Flotilla, arrived in the River Tay. Even before war broke out, the
Dundee submarines were patrolling the North Seé, watching for German warships trying to
break out into the North Atlantic. The new 9™ Submarine Flotilla, commissioné,d at HMS
Ambrose, the Dundee shore base, in April 1940, included submarines manned by crews
from Britain, Poland, France, the Netherlands and Norway as each of these countries fell
under the Nazi heel and later from Russia.

Dundee submarines played a role in some of the most daring naval operations of the war.
Patrols were maintained close to the enemy-held coastline and enemy warships were
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attacked, one Dundee submarine heavily damaging the battlecruiser Gneisenau and
another blowing the stern off the cruiser Prinz Eugen. And Dundee submarines patrolled far
inside the Arctic Circle to protect convoys carrying war supplies to the Soviet Union, on
occasion even dicing with the mighty German battleship Tirpitz.

Supply convoys vital to the German war effort were constantly attacked and, using
intelligence provided by Bletchley Park code breakers, enemy U boats heading for Allied
Atlantic convoys were intercepted. Agents, teams of saboteurs, weapons and supplies were
landed deep inside Norwegian fjords and mines were laid in Norwegian coastal waters and
the Bay of Biscay. The British Satyr's successes included sinking a U boat while HMS
Venturer, despite what Hollywood would have us betieve, remains the only submarine ever
to have sunk another while both boats were submerged.

But this success came at a terrible price, and six Dundee submarines were lost with their
crews, some 296 men in all. Little of this remarkable story has hitherto been known in
Scotland. Now, however, Dundee Submarine Memorial will both form a permanent tribute
honouring the courage of all those who went on operations from the Tay and act as a
memorial to the sailors and commandos ‘Still on Patrol’.

Still on Patrol - The Lost Dundee Submarines

e HMS Oxley. Sunk in error by HMS Triton on 10 September 1939. Fifty-three of her
crew lost, two survivors.

* HMS Thames. Lost, probably in a German minefield early in August 1940 after
attacking the German battlecruiser Gneisenau. All 62 crew lost.

e 0-13. Lost, possibly in a German minefield, during a patrol in the North Sea. All 31
Dutch and three British crew killed.

* 0-22 Lost due to unknown cause, but most likely a German mine, while on patrol
off south-west Norway. All 42 Dutch and three British crew killed. Wreck discovered
40 miles off the coast of south-west Norway in 1993.

* Uredd. Sunk by a German mine while on patrol near Bodg. All 32 Norwegian and
three British crew lost along with seven Kompani Linge and Mi6 agents in transit to
occupied Norway. Wreck discovered in Fugloy Fjord in 1985 now a designated war
grave.

* B-1 (ex-HMS Sunfish). Sailed from Dundee to join the Soviet Northern Fleet, sunk in
error by the RAF off the coast of Norway. All 50 Soviet and one British créw lost.

Also commemorated on the memorial.

* Rubis FNFL One man lost overboard while returning through an enemy minefield
after the submarine was heavily damaged during an attack on an enemy convoy.

* Operation Musketoon One commando fatally injured during an attack on a power
station in Norway. Seven other commandos taken prisoner and executed.
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Dedication Ceremony, 17 September 2009

The memorial will be dedicated in a formal ceremony in the presence of HRH The Duke of
Gloucester KG GCVO at 1100 hrs on Thursday, 17 September 2009.

Also present will be veterans of the 9" Submarine Flotilla from Norway, France, the
Netherlands and Great Britain.

Guests will include HE Ambassador Yuri Fedotov of the Russian Federation, HE
Ambassador Barbara Tuge-Erecinska of Poland and HE Ambassador Pim Waldeck of The
Netherlands. Senior serving personnel will represent the naval forces of all of the six
countries involved in the 9" Submarine Flotilla.

Visiting warships, HMS Portland and HRMS Mercuur, will secure at King George V Wharf.

Programme of Events on 17 September 2009

10.15 a.m. Arrival of invited guests at memorial. Refreshments in marquee.

10.30 a.m. March on by veterans, Royal Navy Guard and Band of the Royal Marines.
11.00 a.m. Arrival of HRH The Duke of Gloucester.

11.05 a.m. Service of Dedication.

12.00 p.m. Service ends with Lone Piper.

12.30 p.m. Veterans and invited guests to lunch in either HMS Portland or HNLMS Mercuur
or the Apex Hotel.

2.30 p.m. Guests disperse.




