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Many thanks for your enquiry. I am not sure just how much detail you would like in response to your queries, so please bear with me if I give you too much. (Put it down to premature senility).

In earlier times a person could only become a master of the Trade for which they had served an Apprenticeship. 

An indenture Apprenticeship would last for a period of from five to seven years, plus one extra year 'for meat and board'

Training for apprentices varied by Trade and also by the need to regulate the number of people practicing the Trade. For example if too many Bakers were being trained, this would mean less business for the existing Masters, resulting in a loss of income and too much competition. This would never do, and so by reducing the number of Apprentices, or refusing to allow apprentices for a number of years, business and prices were kept up and incomes were more substantial. An apprentice did not necessarily become a free Master.

In order to become a Free Master of a Trade you also had to be a Burgess of the Burgh. Both these things were very expensive. This of course meant that there was always a strict limit on the number of Masters, and on the kinds of people who could become a Master.

Masters were entrepreneurs, in that they owned their own business. Only they owned the tools of the Trade and were allowed to buy the raw materials required to carry on their Trade. Again only a Master could set up and own a stall from which to sell their goods in the market. They paid dues and taxes to the Trade, not only to become Masters, but for their stall and for their raw materials. i.e. The Hammerman for 'smiddy coal', which was imported, and the Bakers for their flour.

All in all it was an expensive business costing in the 16th Century, anything from Forty to well over a Hundred pounds Scots.

The last working Bonnetmaker was entered in 1790 and from then on they allowed non-Tradesmen into the Craft, making it an open Craft. As time went on the Bonnetmakers became the Trade to which Bankers, Lawyers, Medical men and Accountants became associated [in other words, all those who lived off the men earning the money. You see nothing changes]. Because of it's social connotations, and the fact that the Trades no longer had the powers they once had, many businessmen joined the Bonnetmakers and did not bother to join their own Craft. In some cases, especially today, many men join several 'open' Crafts. This explains why Thomas Kidd Kinmont became a Bonnetmaker as well as a Weaver.

A Master, who was highly respected and who had served the Craft for a number of years, could put himself forward for office. He would be elected on to the Council of the Craft. He might then progress to Boxmaster [responsible for the box in which the documents, accounts monies and Acts of the Trade were housed]. The Boxmaster was generally the second in command of the Trade and he usually progressed to the office of Deacon, who was the equivalent of Chief Executive Officer, with wide ranging powers.

Sadly, other than the Convener's of the Nine Trades whose portraits hang in the Glassite Hall, there are no photographic records of Trade members.

I can be of little help to you regarding your item 5. I have printed off the few similar names concerned and these are enclosed.

From the sound of things, you should be a member of the Bonnetmaker Trade. If you agree, I will sent you the appropriate form and be delighted to sponsor you as a member. Do let me know.

Email: duffus@clara.co.uk
