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Here is the best answer I have been able to get to my enquiry regarding Magdalen Green.
It does make some sense, in that Dundee was the only one of the four main Scottish burghs not to have a ‘Magdalen Hospital’ recorded. Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen all had one which was for the assistance and reforming of "fallen" women. I make no apologies for the following language used by someone who will remain nameless. 
 

"Oxford Unit was recording a version of MacGonagall and me asked if "Magdalen" was locally pronounced "Maudlin" as in Oxford and as in pissed off?
According to the Oxford Dictionary "magdalen" /magdlin/ - noun archaic, = a reformed prostitute, from the name of St Mary Magdalene (to whom Jesus appeared after his resurrection), commonly identified with the sinner mentioned in the
Gospel of Luke, chapter 7. The Magdalena opposite the Vatican still has the revolving half barrel in the wall where foundlings, presumably mostly from the magdalenas, were placed in anonymously and retrieved by nuns summoned by the wall bell, who then retrieved the wee souls from the barrel, fed and clothed them and brought them up.
I think we might be looking at a out-of-burgh pre-reformation chapel dedicated to her (most likely) or a foundling hospital (less likely, given the Hospital and nunneries in Dundee) or a home for reformed slappers (still less likely). 
If it's a pre-reformation chapel, could it be a Roman Church renaming of an earlier Celtic beehive cell, as Columba had on Iona? Magdalen Guard was the original riverbank which could have been the landfall of a Celtic missionary.
Waffle, waffle, waffle..."

 

You may well correct much of this and I would be interested to hear your views.
Yours aye (with apologies for the form of address. I am not sure of your correct title, but know that you will not be offended by the informality of an ignoramus like me)
Innes
