“The Comic Strip”. This should be a series of Beano and Dandy characters all along High Street and Murraygate, each one having a sign post pointing to McManus, Howff, Verdant, Discovery, D.C.A, etc. What a perfect tourist attraction and what better way to “sell” the City.

The last of the really knowledgeable people regarding the Jute Trade, the Caledon, Shipbuilding in general, particularly the art of mast making are rapidly dying out. I have tried for years to get the two universities to get involved in making audiotapes or better still Audio/visual recordings of all the knowledge, and although they say yeas and pay lip service to the idea nothing happens.

Also where is the old print works? D. C. Thomson is regularly throwing out old machinery that should be in a museum somewhere. It could be put in working order and even be used for printing leaflets etc., in the old style. Think of Beamish where there is an old print shop. Surely we could do a hundred times better. Would D. C. T. not get involved? A David Dickson is one of the last who have the skill and knowledge of hot metal printing. 

All these people are dying out. Harry Duffus, for example, the last real authority of the processing of Jute, with a thorough knowledge from being a gate-house boy up to director is 87.

Jim Reid of Letham, a folk singer, is equally knowledgeable on Blacksmiths work and Foresting, both of which were much in evidence in Dundee in earlier times.

I am sure that there are many more people whose knowledge and skill should be acknowledged. Why won’t anyone do anything about it?

I am quite prepared to help, but have neither the skill, knowledge, equipment nor ability to put it all together but I do feel sure that it is a perfect ‘Town & Gown’ project.

Let’s get our history and knowledge put on the record. We have lost so much over the centuries, please save what is left.

Innes A. Duffus

Archivist to the Nine Incorporated Trades of Dundee.
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